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FOREWORD

Freemasonry, sincerely entered into, is a search for light. Any
knowledgeable Mason can tell you this. Yet, beneath the surface
of this search for light, there is much more. This truth is seldom
realized by the Masonic candidate, As a matter of fact, the vast
majority of Masonic seekers are never aware that there is anything
more available to them in Masonry, beyond what they see and hear
in their Blue Lodge experience. Quite naturally, they settle for that.

Yet the very richness of meaning in the word “light” should tell
us that in the light they seek there should be truth — answers to
deep guestions. There should come revelations of the meaning of
life, death and etemal things,

Very few Masons realize this and press on through the degrees
and offices of Masonry and the writings of the Masonic philoso-
phers in an unending search for enlightenment — for intellectual
and spiritual fulfillment,

Only a small number make that extra commitment that goes far
beyond social and business motivations. They continue to work,
study, seek and learn, climbing the mountain of Masonic knowl-
edge, searching for that light in all its fullness.

Jim Shaw was such a man. He was not satisfied with social
fulfillment or surface knowledge; he sensed the deeper. true
meaning of that promised light and he sought it with all his hean,
mind and strength. His ardent quest carried him through all the
chairs of leadership in the Blue Lodge and the Scottish Rite, all the
way to the House of the Temple in Washington, D.C. to the
“Thinty-Third and Last Degree™ and the position of Sovereign
Grand Inspector General, Knight Commander of the House of the
Temple of Solomon. There, at the top of the Masonic mountain, he
broke through the clouds at last and found the full revelation, the
true meaning of light and life. This is his story. Come and make that
pilgrimage to Truth with him.

Tom C. McKenney
Marion, Kentucky




ON (MY OWN

My mother married for the second time when I was two years old.
I was, of course, 100 young to understand that my father had
deserted us when 1 was only a few months old. 1 have never seen
him.

As time passed, my stepfather developed a growing dislike for
me that [ accepted as normal, having no knowledge or cxperience
against which to judge life. He really loved my mother, I think, in
his own imperfect way. But his resentment of me created problems
for her almost from the start.

My Christian grandmother was a beloved and powerful influ-
ence in my life. She loved me. Our mutual love and her obvious
dislike of my stepfather contributed to his ever-increasing hatred
and rejection of me.

However my origin, my grandmother and our love for one
another impacted on my problems at home, these ok a giant
leap for the worse with the birth of my little half-sister. It was only
natural that my siepfather would favor her, which he definitely and
obviously did. If there was anything remaining of our father-son
relationship, it vanished with her coming.

After my little sister, three boys were born. With the coming of
cach one, my stepfather's life was increasingly fulfilled with his
own babics, Simultaneously, I grew older, losing any “little boy™
advantage with which 1 may have begun our relationship. 1 just
became, obviously and completely, an unwanted, adolescent ugly
duckling, an entirely unwelcome complication in his home.

9




10 On mern

WORK BECGINS E‘ARLY

Unpleasant as all this was for me, | accepted it. | had never known
anything else. And | was busy. My stepfather had decreed 1 must
work and support myself. So [ did, beginning with my first news-
paper route at age five. Soon | was buying all my own clothes,
books and school supplies.

During elementary school | had a newspaper route which [ deli-
vered early in the moming before going to school and a second job
working in the neighborhood drugsiore after school. In the eve-
nings | walked, doing my paper route collections, and selling extra
papers up and down the streets. | kept up with my school work,
worked at my jobs and stayed out of trouble — except at home,

LIVING WITH WYS?CAL ABUSE

Things really didn’t seem so bad. 1 just did what | had to do and
thought my life was fairly normal—except for one thing. The
beatings | took from my stepfather didn’t seem normal 1o me, They
were frequent, whenever he could find the slightest excuse—and
they were nothing like the loving chastening a godly father should
give his child. They were beatings. But I took them, not seeing any
altemnative, and made the best of things. | could cling 1o the belief
that my mother and grandmother loved me. This was my life
through the age of 12.

THE BEATINGS COME TO AN €END

I was 13 the day | saw my stepfather hit my mother with his fist,
T didn't take time 1o think . 1 just reacted in a reflex built way down
deep inside my very nature, | jumped him, pulled him away from
her, and a wild fight followed. Although he was much larger than
I, and I was only a boy, | fought with the fury of a son rescuing his
beloved mother, and with the pent-up anger of a lifetime of
physical and emotional abuse. [ fought him to the floor. He got up
and lefi the house. Although I didn’t realize it, this pant of my life
had come to an end.

YOou (MmMuUsT GO

The next afternoon, when | came home from working at the
drugstore, my mother was waiting forme in the front yard. She was
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crying. She stopped me short of the house and said, “Jimmie. Joe
says you must pack up and leave. He says he can't stand having you
around here anymore, and you must go."

She was choking on the words. And as the reality of what | was
hearing came into focus in my mind, weeping rose up within me
and spilled over. We wept there, standing in the front yard, but this
was something we both had to face. She now had four younger
children besides me and a life she had to live.

ThE SEE€D IS PLANTED

As | shouldered my school books and what little clothing | had,
my mother went on to say, “Now, Jimmie, | want you to get a room
near your work; and since you have been supporting yourself
anyway, maybe it won "t be too difficult for you. Jimmie, | want you
to try to be a man. Try to be like your Uncle Irvin (her brother): he
is a good man and a Mason. He goes to church and is good to his
family and if you get to know him better maybe vou can grow up
1o be a good man and a Mason like he is.” )

My mother knew nothing of what Freemasonry is but she knew
her brother as a hard-working, church-going, good man.

My stepfather had forbidden that anyone in our family attend
church services, saying that all the people in the churches were
hypocrites. I believe that the fact that Uncle Irvin was an active
member of the Methodist Church was the main reason my mother
looked up to him. She wanted me to be like him. The seed that
would later germinate, spring up, and grow to full fruit in ardent
commitment to Freemasonry, taking me to its high levels of service
and leadership, was planted.

Although I didn't realize it then, the course of much of my life
already was set. But I wouldn't just become a good Mason like m y
Uncle Irvin; I would go far beyond him in the Craft, far, far beyond
him, for it would become the center of knowledge, wisdom and
mllgmlus fulfillment in my life.

My life would come to be built around my search for light and the
fellowship 1 found in the Masonic Order and its various bodies,

As we stood there in the front yard that pivotal, painful day she
::“l On 1o advise me. “Stay out of pool rooms.” she said, and |

ways have, “Don't smoke cigarettes.” she said, and | never have.




On (T Own
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She added, “If you must smoke, smoke cigars like your Uncle
Irvin;” and for many years of my life, I did.

As she spoke, | began 1o realize the enormity of what was
happening. With this realization growing within me and blinded
with tears, | reached out to her, hugged her, tumed and walked
away. As I took each step up the street and away from mother, the
weight of the world and of an unknown future settled down on my
13-year-old shoulders.

I was on my own.

IN SEARCH
OF A
FUTURE

The first thing I had 1o do after leaving home and my mother —
now on my own for the first time in my life — was to find a place
to live. Mother had suggested that [ find a room near my work and
I did, at a rooming house just down the street from the drugstore.
The owner of the drugstore gave me longer hours to work so that
I could give up the paper route. T began to adjust to my new life.

Working in the drugstore, going to school and studying filled my
;lu;.-s and nights, But I was able to keep up with my school work and
in this way finished elementary school and high school, including
four years of ROTC',

D'un'.ug those first years on my own, my grandmother was even
more important in my life. She was a real rock of stability and
Support and we became very close.

She tried to get Uncle Irvin to take me places and spend time with
me because she knew | had never known a father. She wanted him
o help fill that void in this growing boy's relatively empty life and
I very much wanted that. But he was too busy — always too busy
— Wwith his Masonic Lodge activities, his work at the post office
and his own family.
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Mother had set him up as my father figure and role model, and
I really wanted to know him; but he was too busy.

ALONC AGAIN

After high school graduation, with the encouragement and finan-
cial support of my grandmother, | began the study of law. In those
days it was possible to enter the study of law directly out of high
school, eam the LLB* degree from the state university and take the
bar examination, But after only one year my grandmother died and
1 was forced to drop out of law school. My world suddenly became
much more empty. My one real friend and supporter on earth was
gone. | was alone again.

BONNIE ENTERS (MY LIFE

But my work kept me busy, and I got an additional job that
summer, hoping thatmaybe | could eam enough money for another
year of law school. By this time | was definitely interested in girls
and, although there was precious little time for them, | began 10
meet some and get to know them. That summer | met Bonnie and
almost everything in my life changed! It was another turning point.
But, as usual, | didn’t realize it at the time.

Bonnie was wonderful. She seemed to return this sentiment and
her family liked and approved of me. Things developed quickly,
we decided to marry and soon did. Since my second job (in hopes
of another year of law school ) was in a restaurant and | was learning
a good deal about the restaurant business, Bonnie's family sug-
gested that we go into that business. They lent us the money to buy
a place that was for sale. We cleaned, painted and decorated it
nicely and were soon doing a good business. We were enjoying the
work, prospering and were quite happy with it all, and with each
other. Life was good.

Law school was disappearing on the road behind me now. The
path of my life had taken a permanent tum in another direction.

MY FIRST EXPERIENCE OF
FRATERNAL ORDERS

One day a man who was eating in our restaurant asked to see me.
I went over to the side table where he was seated and asked him

The 'Dcnnllr T:?ece—Pﬂpn 15

what he wanted. He said he was a representative of the Loyal Order
of the Moose and that | had been selected to be a member. He also
said that it would provide important social and business contacts
and would be good for my restaurant business.

It sounded good to me and before long 1 was a member. At the
same time, Bonnie joined the Women of the Moose. It was the
beginning of our active involvement in fraternal orders and [ had
not the slightest idea of where it would eventually take me.

The Moose Lodge was quite different from the Masonic orders
I 'would later know so well. For one thing, the Moose meetings
were quite short. Our lodge met upstairs over a lunchroom and bar,
When the relatively shont meetings were over, nearly everyone
went downstairs to the bar where things continued for a much
longer time (sometimes it almost seemed that this was the real
reason for mecting),

Still, I didn’t antend the Moose meetings very often until | was
approached about being an officer. Now, forthe boy whohad never
felt accepted and had never been an officer in anything, this was
pretty heady stuff; | immediately accepted, necessarily becoming
much more active.

The lunchroom under the Lodge Hall belonged to the Lodge. The
man who operated the business had to pay no rent, nor did he have
any utility costs, which made his brisk business even more profit-
&h]g. He was a member of the Lodge and | envied his advantage in
business, compared with my own situation.

(MOTHER'S LAST C}Dﬂbﬂ}’e

In all the time that Bonnie and 1 had operated the restaurant,
Uncle Irvin had never been there, so I was surprised one day to see
him coming in. He said that my grandfather was outside in the car
but didn't feel well enough to come inside. I went out to the car to
see him and could see at a glance that grandfuther was very, very
sick and weak. We visited briefly and then Uncle Irvin drove away,
E_ ;:-: the last time I saw grandfather alive: he died the following

At his funeral, I noticed that mother did not look well at all. She
Appeared pale and weak, struggling. it seemed, just to sit up. [ had

—— J |



16 In Search of o Future

never seen her look soill, but | thought it was just the pain and stress
of losing her father. I didn't feel free to stay very close to her, since
my stepfather was there. But | comforted her as best | could and,
as we parted, she told me goodbye. How could | have suspected
that it was her last goodbye? The following week she died, and the
following Saturday, exactly one week after grandfather’s funeral,
we buried mother.

I have never been able to find out what caused her death. Evento
this day, there is something mysterious about it as if something is
being concealed; but it scems 10 have been a heart attack.

After the funeral service was completed, my stepfather came
over to where Bonnie and | were standing and said, “Jim, [ feel that
| need to tell you something. [ believe that your mother would still
be alive had it not been for the way [ treated you."

Then he said, emotionally, “l will never marry again!™ Six
months later he was remarried. But 1 do believe there was truth in
what he told me about mother’s death. He was never again any part
of my life.

WAR COMES

Not long after mother’s death, the Great War came and ended the
Great Depression. The Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor and Amer-
ica entered the conflict. We were in it at last and the operator of the
lunchroom at the Moose Lodge was drafted. This opened up that
position and the governing board asked me to take it over. Bonnie
and I talked it over and decided | would probably also be drafted
5000, 50 we sold our restaurant (in order to be ready ) and were soon
working full time at the Moose Lodge. Our lives were even more
closely tied to fratermal orders now. Still we had no idea where it
would lead.

More than a year went by. | tried 1o join the Navy but was tumed
down. We stayed busy with the lunchroom and lodge activities. |
had really forgotten about the draft when the notice came. | had
been drafied. :

THE (MASONIC CONNECTION

I had been out of high school more than six years and married for
five years when | entered the Army during World War IL. Yet from
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the very first I began to remember what my mother had said to me,
that awful day at age 13 when [ had been forced 1o leave home.

Maybe it was because, once again, | was alone and entering into
an unknown way of life. | remembered about my Uncle Irvin and
his active involvement in the Masonic Lodge. As I went through
basic training 1 noticed that many of the officers there wore Ma-
sonic rings,

Toward the end of basic training. two men from my unit were 1o
be selected for Officer Candidate School 10 be trained as officers
and commissioned second lieutenants. I was not selected and the
two who were selected were both Masons. | thought about my four
vears of ROTC, my age, my experience and wondered why I had
not been selected. 1 didn’t realize then that these men had been
selected by Masons becnuse they were Masons. In later yeurs |
would understand very well . But at the time I could only wonder.

CLEMBING "SHANW HILL

I was much older than the other men in my company. As amatter
of fact, I was older than my company commander. In spite of my
“advanced age,” 1 had been assigned to the infantry, and was
baseplate man in the mortar platoon of a rifle company, We
traveled on foot and 1 had the heaviest load 1o curry, The others
called me “Pop,” but | didn't mind. I carried my baseplate, plus my
own weapon and all my individual gear, and usually outdid the
vounger men.

As a matter of fact, during a training march from Camp Butner
to Raleigh, North Carolina, I was the only man in the company able
10 carry another man to the top of a certain hill along the way.

My platoon commander congratulated me, named it “Shaw
Hill." and that little honor meant a lot more to me than anyonc else
there could have known. I still think ar times of that hill, about
halfway between Camp Butner and Raleigh, and what Licutenant
Ram said that day about this abandoned little kid from the hig city.

The war came and went and, with that behind me, I was even
mare sure that T could make it in life. With Bonnie at my side, |
knew that | could succeed. Mother would be pleased if she knew.
Lreally could be a successful, good man like my Uncle Irvin.
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Footnotes

Reserve Officer Training Corps, a training program thel prepares young men
io be afficers in the Army, High School ROTC prepares the men for college ROTC,
and that leads fo a commizsion as second leutenant.

‘Bachelor of Laws and Lemers, the traditional law school degree,

Chapeer 3

BROUGHT
COCHE
LIGHCT

The war was over and | was home again with Bonnie. We were
supremely happy — and together we were about to enter into the
Masonic fellowship that would become our world.

| soon told Bonnie that | would really like to Join the Masonic
Lodge. 1 remembered the Masonic officers in basic training and |
had a need 1o belong, a need for acceptance ina group, for friends,
for a family.

Immediately I received a surprising revelation from Bonnie: she
had been a member of the Order of the Eastern Star since age 18,
and her father was a Mason! | was amazed; | had no idea of any of
this. She had never attended a meeting or even mentioned it to me
since | had known her. But she was happy that | wanted 10 be a
Mason,

| was happy that we already had this litile foundation laid. and
now I eamestly pursued the idea.

WhHY ALL THESE PENNIES 7

I was still & member in good standing in the Moose Lodge.
During the war, while 1 had been away, my dues had been sus-
pended (it was the patriotic thing 1o do). We had many good friends

19
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in the Moose Lodge, | was made welcome there and it was as if |
had never been away — except that we no longer operated the
lunchroom.

Ttold a few friends in the Moose that | was thinking of joining the
Masonic Lodge and discovered that there was no conflict at all.
Three of my Moose brothers were also Masons. They were pleased
that 1 wanted to be one too.

Each one of them gave me a penny and told me to"'keep ithandy.”
as [ would be needing it

They were a bit mysterious about it and didn't explain, so 1
wondered what all this penny business was about but didn 't ask. 1
wondered even more as days passed, because every Mason |
mentioned this to did the same thing! | soon had quite a few pennies
and was certain that it was important to “keep it handy,"” but hadn't
the slightest idea why. Then, the mysterious nature of Masonry
was one of the things about it that attracted me. [ began to look
forward 10 entering in with increased anticipation.

As the Christmas season approached in late 1945 | found a
temporary job at the posi offiice. Uncle Irvin was assistant post-
master and could have helped me to get the job, but he didn't. I got
the job without his help, was working the second shift, and we were
geiting along fine.

FPIRST STEPS TOWARD THhE LIGHT

Bonnie and | had two close friends, Mac and Merle, whom we
had known before the war. Merle had worked for us at the restau-
rant and had later married Mac. One evening they invited us over
totheir home and, after dinner, when the ladies were in the kitchen,
| asked Mac (who was a Mason) how | could get into the Masonic
Lodge.

He was delighted, and replied, “All you have to do is ask. I will
get a friend of mine at the Fire Department to recommend you, and
with my recommend' that will get the ball rolling.”

About two weeks passed and | had a phone call from a man who
said he was on the Masonic Lodge committee that would be talking
with me and asked if they might come over that evening.

I told him | would be glad for them to come and after dinner that
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evening, three men’ came. We visited and they asked me questions
about myself, including my reasons for wanting to join. They were
pleasant, and Mac had already told me what to expect so | was at
ease throughout the interview, They left in agreement that | would
be taken into the Lodge.

PREPARATION EOR INITIATION

A few days later | received a letter telling me 1o be at the Lodge
Hall &t 7 p.m. Tuesday evening. | arrived promptly and found that
two others were to be initiated along with me.

We were met by the Lodge secretary who told us what the cost
of the initiation would be and explained that these dues (fees that
must be paid) would have to be paid for all three degrees before we
could proceed with the first degree initiation.

I pd my dues and, when the others had settled their business, we
were taken 1o a room which [ later knew very well as the “Prepa-
ration Room.” But at the time | had no idea where 1 was or why |
was there, In the Preparation Room we were told 1o remove all
clothing, and were then given a two-piece garment made of thin,
white material that looked like pajamas; and we were given one
.'cundlal each. We were told to pul the sandal on the right foot,
leaving the left foot bare. We were now prepared to receive the
Entered Apprentice Degree, or the First Degree in Freemasonry.

A man called “The Senior Deacon™ then entered and asked
questions of us such as “Why do you wish to become Freemasons:
do you join because you believe it will help you in your business,
or help you to gain influence in your community?”

Now, to such questions the candidate is supposed 1o answer as if
he had no such selfish motivation. But it has been my experience
that the vast majority of Masons enter for these very self-serving
reasons. As a matter of fact, although the theory is that Masons do
not recruit, or advise prospects that there are business and profes-
sional advantages in being a Mason, both are commonly done.
Again, Mac had prepared me by waming me about such questions
and [ gave satisfactory answers. But [ was able to do so honestly,
for T really did have an eamest desire to join and to belong — just
to belong. Then the Senior Deacon left.



After the departure of the Senior Deacon, | was blindfolded. The
blindfold is called a “hoodwink.” and the candidate so prepared is
said to be “hoodwinked,” unable to see or know the truth of his
surroundings or situation.

After the hoodwink was placed over my eyes, a heavy cloth was
further placed under it and over my eyes 1o insure that I would not
be able 1o see anything, not even a crack of light.

Then the light cloth shirt was arranged so that my left arm was out
of it, and the lefi side of the shin folded back and tucked under,
leaving the left arm and left side of the torso bare. The lefi leg of
the “pajama bottoms” was rolled up high, leaving the lefi foot and
leg bare. A blue rope (called a “cabletow™) was tied around my
neck. | was ready.

Although 1 very much wanted to be taken into the Masonic
Lodge, 1 began to experience real fear, I couldn’t see, didn’t know
where | was, was half-naked among an unknown number of strang-
ers, being held by a rope around my neck, and | cenainly didn’t
know what would happen next. There was a sense of unreality and
helplessness and a rising groundswell of disorientation, insecurity
and fear. Mac had told me (although he was under a termible oath
not lodo so) a little of what toexpect. | knew | would be blindfolded
but expected to be able to see a little bit anyway. However, | could
see nothing at all.

This being in total darkness produced a deep-down feeling of
helplessness, and gave rise to thoughts of termble things that might
be done. The thing that kept me from being overwhelmed with fear
was the knowledge that Mac, Uncle Irvin and my Masonic friends
in the Moose Lodge were all alive and well. Since they all had
somehow survived this, | believed that 1 would survive it too. But
I was extremely uncomfortable.

INTO THhE hOLY PLACE
The Steward led me to the Lodge Hall door and instructed me to
give three raps. Nothing happened at first and then there were three
answering raps from inside and a voice asked. “Who comes here?”
The Steward, answering forme, replied, “*A poor blind candidate
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who desires to be brought from darkness into light, and receiving
a pant of the rights, lights and benefits of this Worshipful Lodge
dedicated to the Holy Saints John, as many a brother and fellow
have done before him."

I was asked, "Is this an act of your own free will and accord?™

Prompted by the Steward, 1 replied, “It is."”

It was already becoming apparent to me that, although | really
wanted to be a Mason, this was not to be an honest exchange
between me and these unseen persons; there were preamanged
“right” answers to all their prearranged questions, and | would be
told how to reply. The voice on the other side of the door asked if
I were properly prepared and worthy and well-qualified. To both
questions the Steward replied in the affirmative.,

Then the other voice usked, “By what further right or benefit does
he expect to gain admission?”

The Steward replied, for me, “By being a man, free bom, of
lawful age and well-recommended.™’

The voice onthe other side then said, “Let him wait with patience
until the Worshipful Master is informed and his answer retumed. "

After another period of waiting in the black silence the door was
opened before me and the voice said that T was to be allowed 10
enter and be received “in due and ancient form.” [ was led through
the door. Although 1 didn "t know where [ was, | had passed through
the protected portals and into the holy and secret place. I wasinside
4 Lodge Hall for the first time in my hife.

BROUGHT TO THE LIGNHT

That same voice 1 heard from inside the door (it tumned out to be
the Senior Deacon) then said, from directly in front of me, * You are
received into this Lodge of Entered Apprentices upon the point of
asharp instrument piercing your naked left breast, which is to teach
You as this is an instrument of torture to the flesh, so the re-
membrance of it be to your mind and conscience, should you ever
presume to reveal any of the secrets of Freemasonry untawfully.”™

The “sharp instrument” was actually a large compass with the
Iwo sharp points brought together as one, and “sharp” it most
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certainly was. | really did feel pain as it was pressed into my flesh.
When he said “presume,” he emphasized the word by jabbing me
again. This thing was becoming more and more serious and 1 was
even more afraid. Yet, underthe circumstances, | stood silently and
made no reply.

I was then caused to walk again, led by the same man who was
holding me by the rope around my neck and by my left arm. We
stopped. Another voice (it was the Worshipful Master) ordered me
taken toa place in the center of the room for prayer, I was led there,
made tokneel, and the Master prayed a formal, generalized prayer.
never mentioning Jesus, and ending with, “So mole it be.”

After the prayer he came 1o where I waskneeling, placed his hand
on my head and asked, “In whom do you place your trust?”

Except forthe few nmes as a child with my grandmaother | had not
been taken to church or taught about God and I really didn’t know
how toreply. | was awkwardly silent for what seemed a long time.

Finally the Senior Deacon leaned over and whispered in my ear
that I should say “In God,™ and I did, The Master then said that
since my trust was in God my faith was well-founded and | was to
follow my “conductor” (the Senior Deacon, who was leading me
around by the rope around my neck) and not be afraid. That helped
a little but 1 was still far from being al ease.

I was then led 1o another place in the room where another man
(the Junior Warden) asked the same questions as before my being
allowed to enter the room. He then directed me to be led 1o still
another place where the Senior Warden asked the very same
questions and received the same replies. At each stop someone
rapped once with a gavel.

It was all very strange and formal and the questions and answers
were beginning 1o sound familiar. From there | was led to the
position of “the Worshipful Master in the East” where he asked the
very same questions and received the very same replies. It was
really beginning to be repetitious. Then, at the direction of the
Worshipful Master, | was instructed in the proper manner of
“approaching the East.™ The Senior Deacon, my principal escort.
turned me around saying, “You will face the East. Take one siep

with your left foot, and bring the heel of your right foot to the

hollow (insiep) of your left fool, feet forming the angle of the
oblong square.”

He helped me do this because I could not see. He held on to me
or I might have lost my balance. It was an unnatural way to stand
and being blindfolded made it even more difficult. Then, suddenly,
he shouted, “STAND ERECT!"*

| was startled and wondered what thar was all about (I was
already standing up, although my feet were somewhat twisted
around). But | was beginning 10 expect such unexpected things
and. although I certainly didn't know it, an even more startling
surprise was just ahead,

The voice of the Worshipful Master, somewhere in front of me.,
said, “Friend, for the first time in your life you have advanced 1o
the altar of Masonry; you stand before us a candidate seeking ad-
mission to our Order. But before going farther be wamed of the
solemnity and importance of the step you are about to take. If you
are unwilling to proceed, withdraw while there is yet time.”
There had been moments of fear when 1 wanted to leave, but felt
trapped in what was taking place. And now, as | awkwardly stood
there, blindfolded and disoriented, not knowing what (or how
many) men may be looking at me, I began to feel a strange kind of
numbness. | felt somewhat like a victim still, but really didn’t want
to leave. | was beginning to feel as if I were being carried along,
propelled by a force I neither knew nor understood. The Master
went on with remarks about the nature of the Order and of the high
moral character required 1o belong.

The n I was placed in a kneeling position before the altar, “in due
form.” This was 1o kneel on the naked left knee, right leg extended
1o form the Tau Cross (“angle of a square™), left hand under the
Bible on the altar (on top of which were the square and compass),
right hand resting thereon and body erect. | was now ready 1o take
the outh, although I certainly didn't know it, and I knew nothing of
what would be in that oath.

KISSING JESUS
'I_"he Maugr then assured me that the oath which T was about 1o
lake would in no way “conflict with religious, political or private
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pursuits be they what they may,”” and, asked me if I were willing
1o continue. | really didn’t know what he was talking about but it
sounded reassuring so [ said, 1 am,™

1 was then led to swear, repeating after the Worshipful Master,
the cath of an Entered Apprentice Mason. He would speak a few
words and 1 would repeat them, having no idea 1o what T was
swearing until each small group of words was spoken for me to
repeat.

As it progressed | realized that | was swearing to protect the
secrets of the Lodge. Then | heard myself saying that | was
“hinding myself under no less penalty than that of having my throat
cut from ear 1o ear, my tongue torn out by its roots, and buried in
the sands of the seaacable's length from shore, where the tide ebbs
and flows twice in twenty-four hours, should I ever willingly,
knowingly, or unlawfully violate this, my Entered Apprentice
Oath, so help me God and keep me steadfast.”

The awfulness of the oath dawned within me as | was speaking
it and it was both frightening and repulsive to me. But, having
begun, having “come this far,” I just continued 1o the end.* The
Master then told me that, in order to scal this oath, | was to kiss the
open Bible before me. 1 had my hands on it so | knew where it was
and [ leaned forward and kissed it. | had no idea that [ was actually
kissing Jesus goodbye at a pagan altar. | didn't know that through-
out my lifetime in Masonry | would not be allowed to pray in His
name, or even 1o hear or speak His name in the Lodge, even in
Scripture readings.” But [ didn't know Him then, so would have
had no sense of loss even had | known this,

1 WANTED A GLASS OF WALCCR

The Warshipful master then directed that since | was now bound
to the Lodge "“by an oath which cannot be broken.” | was to have

the rope (cabletow ) removed from my neck.
The Senior Deacon removed it.

Then the Master said 10 me, "My brother, in your present blind

condition, what do you most desire?”

Well, | had been through a lot of stress by that time and was very
thirsty. | assumed from his question that whatever I asked for, |
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would probably be given. So I thought it over briefly and was just
about to say, "a cold glass of water," when the Senior Deacon
leaned over and whispered in my ear, “Light."
So, a linle disappointed, I said, "Light.”
The big surprise was just about ready. The Master called the
lodge members 1o the altar and they gathered in two rows, one on
either side of me, aligned east-to-west,
He then quoted from Genesis where God said, “Let there be
light” and said. “In solemn imitation of Him 1, in like manner,
Masonically declare, “let there be LIGHT!" ™
When he shouted “LIGHT" all the other men present around me
clapped their hands and stamped their feet simultaneously, star-
tling me half to death and, at the same moment, the Senior Deacon
ripped off the hoodwink and I was blinded with brilliant light.
The Worshipful Master then said, “And there is light.”
I was stunned and dazzled momentarily, Then the Master went
on talking, explaining the objects | was beginning to be able to
focus my eyes on and see before me. He told me about the Bible, '
square, and compass, their meaning, and called them the “three
great lights of Masonry.” Then he referred to the three candles
around the altar and said they represented the “three lesser lights™
of Masonry, which in reality are the sun, the moon, and the
Worshipful Master of the Lodge. None of this meant much to me
atthat time, except that [ already had a vague idea that the Bible was
supposed to be a sacred book.
Then the Worshipful Master showed me how to perform the due-
guard (by holding my hands in the position in which they had been
althe altar, left one palm-up and the right one over it, palm-down),
?m:l the sign. The sign was performed by drawing the open hand
rom the lefi car, across the throat 1o the right ear, as if cutting the
throal across. | was still kneeling at the altar. The Master then
demonstrated the secret grip (pressing the knuckle of the right
index finger) and gave me the secret word, (*Boaz”),
Juil::nm? t;mmq ;lnt,ﬁtn;cu::d me to go and salute the
1or S wil -guard i
S o b guard and sign. Led by the

Retuming then 1o the west side of the altar, | waited while the
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Master approached the altar and presented me with a lambskin
apron. He explained that it was an emblem of innocence and the
mark of a Mason. He further spoke of its importance and then told
me to take it to the Senior Warden in the West who would instruct
me in the way to wear it. I did it, thinking that there is a very great
deal of moving around in these ceremonies.

The Senior Warden explained its use by ancient stonemasons
and by members of the Lodge, or “speculative™ Masons, including
the way I should wear it (with the bib turned up). Then he put the
apron on me, led me back to my place at the altar, we both saluted
the Worshipful Master and he reported, “Your orders have been
obeyed, Worshipful Master.”

ThHE PENNIES EXPLAINED

At this point the Master asked me to deposit something of value
of a metallic kind and directed me 10 search my person for such an
object.

J"?ﬂhc pennies,” | thought, “this is what the pennies were about.”

Well,  knew there was no use looking in those pajamas fora coin
for they had no pockets. The Master then explained that all this was
to remind me of my “poor and penniless condition,” should | ever
meet a friend, particularly a brother Mason, who is destitute. | was
1o give to him, as able to do so “without inconvenience.”

Then I was sent to the preparation room to dress again and then
return for further instruction, _

I'went, thinking, “This explains all that mysterious stuff about the
pennies, and yet it doesn't. They said | would be needing them and
I really don’t.”

It was a partial truth— but not the clear, plain truth. | had actually
been misled. | wondered if somehow this was an indication of
deceptions (o come, | had believed them completely and it had
really not been true.

Upon my return, | saluted the Worshipful Master and was scated
asamember of the Lodge. I watched, with growing understanding,
as the other two candidates were initiated after me.

I was a Mason at last — without any help from Uncle Irvin.
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Footrotes

A revomme ndation for aeceptance is called a “recommend” in the Loddee, ay
iy the case with Maormony seeking admi vsion fo the secret ritualy of the Mormon
Femype. Joseph Smith, founder of Mormonism and writer of the termple Fitual, was
a Mason. Much of the Morman Temple ritual is the same as in Masonic ritual,
having apparently been " borrowed” from it by Smith. Twe such “recommends™
are required before admission to the Masonic Lodge can be pursied.

*These three men constiruted the “Investigation Committee” ; there are always
three men, and they are elected eavh year 1o this Posiiiin.

"Althowugh exsentially the same., the rituals for the first three (" Blue™ | degrees
vaary i amall wayy from stave 1o state in the USA. In maost states the wording here
imcludey “wihire,” JorNegrovs and women are entirely excluded from the Masonic
hratherhood, There isa Negro Masomic system, called the Prince Hall Lodge, but
it iy wot associated bn any way with “white" Freemssonry, It is referred 1o a
“rlandestine” Masonry, and is considered by the rest of Masonry to be a spurious,
iflegitimate tmitation

* Some really funny things do happen in these ceremonies. Once, later on, when
{ wary Worshipful Maseer,  pleced my hand on a candidate’ s head and asked him,

"l wham do yow place your trust?” Withour hesitation the man replied, "My
wife,”

" The east” iy the lovation within the Lodge Hall where the Worshipfil Master
sits upan hiy thronichair af authoriry. In the ancient mystery religions, from
which Freemasonary springs, the Sun was worshipped. and the most sacred
dirertion was east, where the sun arose each morning to renew life on earth

*This position of the feer is no coincidence when faving the Worshipful Master
“in the East.” This position of the feet forms the “Tau Cross,” a phallic symbwol
from antiquiry associated with phaific wirrship and Sun worship in which the Sun
was viewed ax the sowrce of life (malel, rising each day in the east 1o impregnate
the Earth (female | with new life_Such worship was always dome facing Eaxr. Here
in the ritwal, the command “STAND ERECT" is also not a coincidence, and i of
ebviows symbolic meaning. See Appendix B. “Masonic Symbodizm.”

“Thix is, at hest, logically absurd. He could have ma wiay af knowing this, for he
had noknowledge of what such values, beliefs and standards | may have held, then
o in the fiture, One clear exception to this false assurance. for Example, iy thar
all Christians are forbidden by Scripture from taking yuch oaths, particulariy
el oxaths af mayhem and murder

"There have been cazes reported af men who stopped af the poind of the ferribde
ekith and refused o vontinee, buf such cases are rare. By the rime most men are
al this point, mearly finished with the oarh, they will, because of fear, their
humbling position, the rope around the neck, and the hypnotic effect of the
ceremony, proceed with the outh. althawgh they may fee! revadsion at i,

“In a “well-ordered Lodge™ the name of Jesus is not allowed 1o be spoken.
Praying in His name is a serions offense and can even bring about the closing of
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a lodge, When New Testament Seriptures are read in the ritmals, portions
i laling the name of Sesuy are simply omitted.

"% I chix pazrr of che ritual the Waorshipful Master tells the initiare,” the Holy
Bible i to by your rule and guide to vour faith and practive” Vears later, when
I'wara Worshipfil Master, a friend who was an officer fn the Lodge axked me. after
i annitraion, “Kim, of i i froee thai the Bibde 6 fo P our rele and gaide, wity dion |
we follinw its dearhings®™ He had an exvellent guestion, ane for whick § had mno
anywer, and ke soon [eft Masonry

CT“F&F i

1N GOING TO
CLORIDA

After the three of us had been initiated into the Entered Appren-
tice Degree we were immediately assigned an instructor from
among the experienced brothers in the Lodge. He was 1o meet with
us at least once weekly at the Lodge Hall for several weeks' 1o
instruct and coach us in the necessary memory work until we were
ready to recite before the Lodge and actually have the degree
conferred.

This memory work consisted of portions of the initiation ritual
(in which we had been prompted during initiation, or had simply
had them shown us or spoken for us), such as the secret word, due-
guard, sign, gnp, and the cath (obligation). Then, when we were
ready. we would be examined orally before the Lodge, the ques-
tions being put to us by our instructor.

Our final examination for the Entered Apprentice Degree would
be given on the same night that we would be initiated into the
Fellowcraft Degree, making for a very long meeting on that night.

The instructor set a regular night for the three of us to meet with
him and 1 was looking forward 1o it. | was definitely motivated, an
cager beaver, ready to “get on with it.” | wanted to take the oral
exam for Entered Apprentice and be initiated into the Fellowcraft
Degree as soon as possible.

Meanwhile, Roy, a friend with whom [ had been in the Army,
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called me. He was living in South Florida in one side of a duplex
house. The other side was empty. He urged Bonnie and me 1o leave
the North, with its long, cold winters and come to Florida with him
and his family. He painted amost appealing picture and said he was
sure we could both find jobs there,

We really didn't want to leave, for the city was “home” 1o us,
Both of us had grown up there and whot families we had were there.
So I just went ahead with my job at the post office and looked
forward to the trmining sessions with our instructor at the Lodpe
Hall. 1 believed that | would soon be ready, with the other twomen,
1o inke the examination. | kept thinking about Roy and what he had
suggested. but 1t'was just too big a change 1o make so lightly.

ONE COLD NIGHT

Christmas had come and gone, then New Year's Day, and the post
office still kept me on. | was working second shift, from 3to 11 M.,

on the south side of town where packages were handled. The

weather was extremely cold.

One bitterly cold night, when my shift was over, | walked out 1o |

the parking lot to get into my car and drive home as | always did.
When | tried to start the car it wouldn't do a thing; it was frozen.
A lot of the gasoline being sold at the time had water in it and | was
the victim of a tank full. The fuel line and the carburetor were
frozen and it simply wouldn't start. | was stranded in the middle of
a very cold winter night.

There was noone left in the lot to give me aride, so there was noth-

ing to do but walk 1o town where | could catch a streetcar home,
| locked the car, wrapped my coat around me and set out fortown,

walking into a cold north wind. As 1 walked along on painfully cold |

feet 1 began thinking of Roy and his proposal. The more 1 thought
of it, the more attrisctive the thoughts of that warm climate became.

Soon, with each step | was saying to myself, “I'm going 1o
Florida, I'm going to Flonda, I'm going to Flonda,” keeping

cadence with my steps crunching on the frozen ground. With each’

step | was more determined 1o do it and by the time | reached town,
and the first streetcar stop, the decision was made. We were going
10 Florida, and the sooner the betier!

—
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When | presented the idea to Bonnie she was willing and imme-
dintely we began to make preparations. Thoughts of how this
would affect my progress as a Mason didn't have much impact;
that could be worked out somehow. The cold weather and contrast-
ing thoughts of palm trees, warm breezes and orange groves
prevailed. We were going to Florida at least until the awful winter
WS OVET

Within a few weeks we were on our way south. We drove through
Kentucky, Tennessee and Georgia . The farther south we drove the
warmer it was and the happier [ became, It felt so “right."”

A TEMPORARY STANDSTILL

In Florida we moved right into the other side of the duplex Roy
and his family were in and settled down. | was in contact with the
Lodge back home and they thought | would soon be back. So did
I but I feht no compulsion to be in a hurry about it. My degree
instructor finally wrote and told me that the other two men who had
been initiated as Entered Apprentices with me were already Master
Masons (had completed the first three degrees); he wanted to know
when [ would be coming back and was concemed that | would not
be able 1o remember the material after so long a time. Actually, |
did remember it — very well — for [ frequently went over all of it
in my mind. | remembered it though | had not been able to attend
even the first training session with the instructor belore leaving for
Florida,

It was suggested that | might be able to go on with the degree
work right there in Florida so | inquired about it. | learned that, with
a lener from the Lodge back home, I could continue in Flonda as
2 "courtesy candidate™ and finish all three degrees right there.
Since | had already paid for all three of the Blue Degrees.” it
Wouldn't cost me anything to take the degrees in Florida. | was de-
lighted, made the necessary armangements, and immediately com-
menced the memory work with an instructor from the local lodge,

\

|

SO WhHY LEAVE?
Meanwhile, I applied for a job with the City Port Authority and
Was accepied. Bonnie had a good job, already, and we were doing
fine. Spring had come and cold weather was over back home but
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thoughts of returning to the North were rapidly losing their appeal,
We talked it over, discussed it with Roy and his wife and consid-
ered the facts that we both had good jobs where we were, had no
jobs back home, and liked Florida benter cach day. So, we rea-
soned. why leave? We decided 1o stay right where we were, at least |
for the foreseeable future.

BACK INTO Th€ CRAET

It may seem that my ardent seeking into Freemasonry had been
interrupted, that it had been displaced in my life’s goals and values,
but it hadn’t been — not at all. 1 had been preoccupied with the
move to Florida and the search for a good job there, but actually all

this had only involved a few months. T had continued 1o rehearse

the secret degree work in my mind all the while and | had kept in
touch with the Lodge in Indianapolis. There had been a little “time
out,” but no real change in my heart.

With my acceptance by the Florida Lodge as a courtesy candi-
date for the rest of the Blue Degrees, I stepped right back into my
active pursuit of the Masonic mountaintop.

I was soon ready for the oral examination for the Entered
Apprentice Degree and initiation into the Fellowcraft Degree. [

had never ceased to remember and to prepare, and was anxious to

proceed with it.

A FELLOWCRALET (MWASON _
Although | was now in another Grand Lodge (each state is a
separate “Grand Lodge™ and, in many ways, independent of the

others) and in the Southern Jurisdiction’, things were essentially

the same in Florida and | felt a basic familiarity with what was
happening as [ was being prepared for the Fellowcraft initiation.
When [ arrived at the Lodge Hall and was led into the Preparation
Room | was much more relaxed than | had been that first time a few

months earlier in Indianapolis. There were three other men to be

examined with me, including one who had previously taken the
examination and failed it. We waited in our street clothes while the
Worshipful Master opened the Lodge in the Master Mason's
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Degree (the Lodge is always opened in the Master Mason's degree
when candidates are 1o be examined for the Blue Degrees). Then
the Lodge was “called off™ to the Entered Apprentice Degree for
the examination and the Seénior Deacon escorted us into the Lodge
Hall. placing us near the altar,

Our instructor had now changed roles and become our examiner,
as we had known he would do. He took his place at the west side
of the altar, facing us, and began to ask us the questions for which
we had been prepared. No one of us was asked all the questions;
but, of course, it was necessary for each of us 1o know all the
answers for we couldn’t know which ones we would be asked.

We answered his questions in order, without a flaw, and were
then escorted back to the Preparation Room to wait while the
Lodge members voted on whether to award the degree 10 us*

After a rather shornt time, the Junior Deacon came into the
Preparation Room and told us that we had all been accepted and
awarded the Entered Apprentice Degree. We were all pleased, but
not too surprised, and were immediately told 1o remove our clothes
to prepare for initintion into the Felloweraft (Second) Degree. We
undressed and were given pajama tops and bottoms, very similar
to those | remembered from the Entered Apprentice initiation, and,
again, one slipper. This time, however, we were told to put the one
slipper on the left foot, leaving the right one hare. The right leg of
the trousers was rolled up above the knee and the right arm left out
of the 1op leaving the right side of the torso naked.

We were ready, but this time 1 was not 1o be first; the man who
had failed and been forced 1o retake his examination was Laken into
the Lodge Room for initiation first.

When the first man had completed the initiation, put his street
¢lothes back on and been seated in the Lodge Hall o watch the rest
of us, it was my wm.

| was hoodwinked, just like before. But when the cabletow was
tied onto me it was not put around my neck: instead, it was wound
tWice around my right arm. The Steward led me to the inner door
and told me 1o give three raps. Afier a brief delay, there were three
Answering raps on the other side of the door. The Steward opened
the door just enough to allow discussion and the question was
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asked (it was the Senior Deacon, as in the first degree), “Who
comes here?”

The Steward, who was holding onto me, replied, A brother who
has been regularly nitiated an Entered Apprentice and now desires
toreceive additional light in Masonry by being passed 1o the degree
of Fellowcraft.”

I'was then asked by the Senior Deacon, “Is this an act of your own
free will and accord?™ and 1 replied, “It is.”

This time things were not so strange and new; in fact, | could
anticipate some of it before it took place. I was much more relaxed.
The Senior Deacon asked the Steward if 1 were duly and truly
prepared and if | were well qualified.

To both, the Steward replied that 1 was.,

The Senior Deacon asked the Steward if 1 had made suitable
proficiency in the preceding degree, and was told that | had. The
Senior Deacon then asked “by what further right or benefit” |
expected to gain admission. The Steward replied, “By benefit of
the Pass.”

The Steward was then asked if | had the pass and replied that I did
not, but that he had it for me.

The door was opened just enough for the Steward 1o whisper the
password 1o the Senior Deacon who then said, “Let him wait until
the Worshipful Master is informed of his request and his answer

The door was closed. Aftera short delay the door was opened and
the Senior Deacon said from right in fromt of me that it was the will
of the Worshipful Master that Lenter the Lodge of Fellowcrafts and
that I be received “in due and ancient form.” That part sounded very
familiar.

The Senior Deacon then said 1o me, “My brother, it is the will of
the Worshiplul Master that you be received into this Lodge upon
the angle of a square at your naked right breast, which is to teach
you that the square of virtue should be a rule and guide 1o your
conduct in all your future action with mankind and more especially
with a brother Mason. ™

As he was saying this, he pressed the point of the square into my
bare chest; it was uncomfortable, but nothing like as painful as the
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compass points pressed into me in the first initiation. He then took
me firmly by my hare right arm and began 1o lead me around the
room. It is awkward to walk in a strange place blindfolded, even
when being led along; there is always the thought that you are about
to run into something.

In this way | made my way around the Lodge Hall and, as we
passed certain places, | heard lapping sounds, two each time. We
scemed to be going around again, and this time stopped (at the
station of the Junior Warden) and there were three taps. The same
questions and answers that were exchanged at the door were
repeated,

Then the Junior Warden asked, “Has he the password?”

The Senior Deacon replied, “He has it not; I have it for him.”

Upon being told to advance and give the password, the Senior
Deacon did so. saying “SHIBBOLETH.” The Junior Warden
replied, “Right. Pass on."”

We began moving again and stopped as before (this time it was
at the station of the Senior Warden). The same questions and
answers were exchanged and the Senior Warden directed that | be
conducted 1o the Worshipful Master in the East for final instruc-
tion. We began moving again and stopped at the Master's station.
Here the very same questions were asked and the very same replies
given. (The similarity with the Entered Apprentice initiation ritual
was apparent to me, even at the time. ) The Worshipful Master then
directed that | be returned 1o the Senior Warden in the West who
would instruct me in the proper manner in which to approach the
East. So back to the Senior Warden's station we went and he said
that the Senior Deacon should so instruct me.

The thought that this was a wasted trip flickered across my mind
when the Senior Deacon turned me around (facing the East) and
told me to step off with my left fool as an Entered Apprentice, then
take a step with my right foot, bringing the heel of my left foot up
to the hollow (instep) of the right one, forming the angle of an
oblong square (the Tuu Cross).

This was just the way 1 had done it in the first initiation, except
that the exira step resulied in reversing the Tau Cross made withmy
leet. Then, as before, the Senior Deacon suddenly and loudly said
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n my ear, “STAND ERECT!" This time | rather expecied it, so

wasn't startled as | was the first time, but it still had a strange effect
on me that | didn’t understand.

Then the Worshipful Master began to speak from directly in front
of me. He said that our knowledge as Masons is progressive and our
obligation is similarly progressive and binding. But he gavemethe
same assurance as had been given in the Entered Apprentice
iitiation that nothing in my oath or obligation would conflict with
my duty to my God. my country. my neighbor or myself, but said
it would merely bind me more closely to the brothers of the Lodge.

He then asked me whether, with that assurance, I were willing to
proceed. and I said, “1am.” He then told the Senior Deacon to place
me “in due form™ at the altar to be made 2 Felloweraft.

The Senior Descon said to me, “Advance! Kneel on your naked
right knee, your left forming a square, your bod y erect, your right
hand resting on the Holy Bible, square and compass, your left
elbow forming a right angle, supported by the square.” He helped
me to get into this position, and then said to the Master, “The candi-
date is in due form, Worshipful Master.” There were three raps of
a gavel, some shuffling noises, and the Master said, *You will re-
peat your name and repeat after me: “T, James D. Shaw, of my own
free will and accord, in the presence of Almighty God and this
Waorshipful Lodge, do hereby and hereon solemnl y and sincerely
promise and swear.” I reaffirmed the oath that T had taken as an En-
tered Apprentice and swore not to reveal any of the secrets of a Fel-
loweraft Mason to any Entered Apprentice or to any “profane per-
son.™ I promised 1o abide by the laws, rules and regulations of a
Fellowcraft Lodge and that 1 would respond 1o degree. Then |
swore not to cheat or defrand, knowingly, a Felloweraft Lodge or
abrother of that degree. * To all this I swore, “binding myself under
no less a penalty than that of having my left breast tom open, my
heart plucked out and given to the beasts of the field and fowls of
the air as a prey” should I ever knowingly or willingly violate the
oath.

The Worshipful Master then said, “In token of your sincerity,
kiss the Holy Bible open before you.” As 1 had done in the first
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initiation, | leaned forward and kissed the Bible. It gave me a
strange sensation.

The Master then told the Senior Deacon that, since | was bound
to the Lodge by an oath which cannot be broken (a bond much
stronger than any rope) that he was 10 remove the cabletow from
my arm. As soon as it was removed, the Master asked me what |
most desired. Prompted by the Senior Deacon, I replied, “Further
light" (by this time, | knew better than to ask for cold water),

The Master then said., “Further light being your desire, you shall
receive iL." As in the first degree, the brothers came down and lined
up on either side of me and, as they and the Master clapped their
hands, the hoodwink was removed from my eyes. Then the Master
called my attention to the fact that this time one point of the
compass was hidden beneath the square, which was to teach me
that there were still more secrets hidden from my view. He then
approached the altar and demonstrated the due-guard and sign of
a Felloweraft Mason. The due-guard consisted of the right arm
extended, just below the chest, palm-down, and the left arm raised
to form a right angle, just as mine had been while taking the oath.
The sign was given by raising the right hand 1o the left breast and
drawing it swiftly across the chest as if tearing it open with claws
and then dropping the hand to the side, all in one motion.

The Master then extended his right hand to me “in token of
brotherly love and confidence” and demonstrated the pass grip by
shaking hands and pressing his thumb between the first and second
fingers where they join the hand. He gave me the word, the name
of the pass grip, “SHIBBOLETH.”

Next came the “real grip,” made by putting the thumb on the first
knuckle of the second finger so that each can stick the nail of his
thumb into the knuckle of the other. The name was given to me as
“JACHIN." spoken in the following manner.

While giving the grip, you say, “What is this?™; the answer is “A
grip.” Then, “A grip of what?™; the reply is “The grip of a
Felloweraft Mason.” Question: “Has it a name?™; reply: “It has.”
Next you say, “Give itme,” Reply: *1 will letter it or halve it.” Then
vou say, “Halve it and begin.” Answer: “Nay, you begin.” Again
you say, " You begin.” The reply: “Ja." My response: “Chin." Then
he replies: “Jachin; right brother, 1 greet you.” It was all so
complicated but | could only accept it.
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Then the Master got an apron and put it on me with appropriate
remarks about its importance. The Senior Warden tucked the
lower left comer under the top. 1 was then excorted by the Senior
Deacon to the station of the Worshipful Master in the East who
presented and explained the significance of “the tools of a Fel-
loweraft Mason,” the plumb, square, and level, applying them 1o
principles of virtue and morality.

He then said, 1 further present you with three precious jewels;
their names are Faith, Hope and Charity. They teach us 1o have
faith in the Grand Architect of the Universe, hope in immortality
and charity to all mankind. more especially a brother Mason,”

Then he directed the Senior Deacon to conduct me “out of the
Lodge Room™ und to “reinvest him with that of which he has been
divested” (in ordinary language. to take me back to the Preparation
Room and let me put my clothes back on),

My Felloweraft initiation was almost completed, and | was
feeling pretty good about it

When I had re-dressed T was readmitted 1o the Lodge Hall and
seated. 1 was told that our forefathers, the ancient Masonic breth-
ren, worked at the building of King Solomon's Temple and many
other edifices, Masonic buildings, cathedrals and the like.

The Senior Deacon described the two columns (or pillars) of the
Temple, said the name of the left one is Boaz, and that of the right
one Jachin. He also went into considerable detail in describin g the
symbolic significance of the decorations on them.,

Then the Master said that 1 had been admitied to the “Middle
Chamber” of King Solomon’s Temple for the explanation of the
letter “G." He said that it denotes “Deity” before whom we ought
all to bow in reverence to worship and adore. He said that it also
denotes “Geometry™ by means of which “we may track Nature
through her various windings to her most concealed recesses.” He
said that by means of geometry we may better comprehend the
perfection of Nature and the * goodness of the Great Artificer of the
Universe.”

With this brief lecture on the letter “G* my initiation ended and
I watched as the remaining candidate was initiated. As was the case

when | was initiated into the Entered Apprentice Degree, my
watching the other man not only helped me to understand it all
better, but helped me to be off 1o a good stant in memorizing it all
for my coming examination in the degree. | was back on the
Masonic pathway and picking up speed.

Footnores

"The exact amount of time required for this varies depending on how quickly the
candidare can memorize the material requived, but is usually completed in 4-6
werks.

"Basic Freemasonry consists of the first three degrees: Entered Apprentice,
Fellowcrafi, and Master Masen. These constitute the foundation of all Masonry
und are conferred and conducted in the local, hometown lodge. The lodge is
referred to as "Blue Lodge, " and the first three degrees ax the “Blue Degrees,”
because of the importance of the blwe sky and its hedvenly host of stars and
planets. Astrology is extremely important to Masonry, and it is alyo important
that ancient pagans worshiped on high places (hill tops) “under the starry
canopy of heaven.”

‘American Freemasony (Blue Lodge and Scomish Rite) is divided imto two
Jurisdictions. The Northern Jurisdiction includes 15 northern and novtheastern
states; the much-larger Southern Jurisdiction includes the other 35 stares. plus
all ULS. terrisories and trusts.

“This woting i done with white and black balls, dropped into a bax, A white
ball isa “ves™ vote, and a black ball is a “no” vote. If there is even ane black ball
in the bav, the candidate is nor accepred for the degree, All swch voring iy done
while the Lodge iv in session in the Master Mason (3rd) degree, and only Ird
Degree { Maiter | Masoms can iake pars,

‘All non-Masons are, according to Masonic law and tradision, “profane”
persons, This includes the Mason'’s wife, children and parests, unlexs they, oo,
itre Mavons. The Englith word “profane” iy derived from the Latin word
"profands, " meaning "before, or outside, the temple, * hence not fuely, mor clean,
debared amd unworthy, @ thing 1o be avoided for it would contaminate the holy
und ¢lean ones. If vou are not a Mason, this is what vou are to the Masonic world.
See. in this regard, | Timothy 1:9-11 for the Bible meaning of “profane,”

“Note thar there is no promise not to cheat or defraud the “profane.” That seems
for b accepted (n Masonic morality. See Appemdi C, “Masonic Movalite.”
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For the next two weeks the three of us attended training sessions
at the Lodge three nights a week. Once again, it seemed easy and
natural for me to learn the secret degree work. 1 was glad 1o have
the first two degrees behind me and was eager to get on with the
work and become a Master Mason. [ really liked the growing sense
of acceptance my commitment to the Lodge gave me; those men
were devoting time and energy to me and my progress in the Crafi
and the feeling of belonging did something good for me —
something | had wanted for a very long time and not known.

At the end of two weeks (which passed very quickly) we met an
the Lodge for our examination in the Fellowcraft Degree and
initistion into the Master Mason Degree. Once again, we waited in
the Preparation Room in our street clothes while the Worshapful
Master opened the lodge in the Master Mason's Degree and then
“called it off” 10 the Felloweraft Degree for examination.

The Senior Deacon esconed us intothe Lodge Hall and placed us.
as before, facing the altar and the Worshipful Master. Our instruc-
tor, who was now our examiner, stood (as before) facing us with
his back 1o the altar, I feli a sirange mixture of apprehension and
eager confidence — like a well-trained athlete at the start of a race.
| was ready.

The examiner questioned us in tum and we all gave the comect
answers; although no one of us was asked all of the guestions. |
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could have answered them all. We were then escorted back into the
Preparation Room 1o await the voting by the membership.

They didn'1 take much time in the voting and the Junior Deacon
came into the room to announce that we had all been accepted.
There had been no black balls in the ballot box; “the ballot was
clear.” We were Fellowcrafi Masons!

Immediately 1 was told to remove my clothes and prepare for
initiation into the Master Mason degree. The others would be
initiated in the following weeks; | was to be initiated alone. I pur
on the same pajama-like bottoms as before, but this time both legs
wm_mﬂcd up above the knees: and both feet were left bare. [ was
not given the shirt to put on and was left naked above the waist. The
cabletow was wound about my body three times at the waist and
1;!;:] I was hoodwinked. I could see nothing at all — not even any
ight

The same questions as before were asked and answered at the
door and 1 was led through the door and into the Lodge Room. The
Senior Deacon said, “Brother James, you are received into this
!uudgc of Master Masons upon the points of the compass extend-
ing from your right to left breast, which is to teach you that, us the
maost vital parts of the man are contained between the breasts, so are
the most valuable tenets of Masonry contained between the two
extreme points of the compass, which are virtue, morality and
brotherly love.” The compass points were sharp and 1 felt them as
he made his teaching points,

After being received at the door, [ was led to the Worshipful
Master who asked for the password. The Senior Deacon, in a
whisper, communicated it to him, for me, “Tubal- Cain." Then |
was led by the Senior Deacon around the room as before, stopping
at the station of the Junior Warden, who sent me 10 the Senior
Warden, who then directed that | be placed at the alar in due form
to receive the obligation. I was led to the altar and swod waiting.

From directly in front of me the Master spoke, giving again the
assurance that there was nothing in the oath that would conflict
with my other duties and commitments; and, once again, | had no
way of knowing that what he was saying could not possibly be true.

Asked, as before, if | were willing 1o proceed with the oath, |
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replied “1 am,” and he directed the Senior Deacon to place me “in
due form™ ot the altar to be made a Master Mason.

TAKING THhE (MASTER (MASON OATH

The Senior Deacon placed me in position, kneeling this time on
both bare knees, body erect, legs forming a square, both hands
resting on the square and compass upon the Bible.

Told that | was “in due form™ to receive the obligation, the
Worshipful Master had me repeat after him, a few words at a time,
the oath of obligation: 'L, James D. Shaw, of my own free will and
accord in the Presence of Almighty God and this Worshipful
Lodge, do hereby and hereon solemnly promise and swear; that [
will always hail, ever conceal and never reveal, any of the secret
arts, parts or points of the Master Mason's degree to any person or
persons whomsoeverexcept it be toa true and lawful brother of this
degree and not unto him or them until after due trial and strict
examination | have found him or them justly entitled to receive the
same. | furthermore promise and swear that I will conform and
abide by all the laws, rules and regulations of the Master Mason's
degree, and of the Lodge of which 1 shall hercafter become a
member, and that | will ever maintain and support the constitution,
laws and edicts of the Grand Lodge under whom the same shall
work, so faras they shall come tomy knowledge. Furthermore, thai
I will keep the secrets of a worthy Master Mason as inviolable as
my own. when communicated 1o and received by me as such.
Furthermore, | will aid and assist all worthy distressed brother
Master Masons, their widows and orphans, | knowing them to be
such, so far as their necessities may reguire and my ability will
permit without material injury to myself. Furthermore, that [ will
not assist in, nor be present at, the initiating, passing or raising of
a woman, an old man in his dotage, a young man in his non-age, a
madman or a fool, I knowing them to be such. | furthermore
promise and swear [ will not visit a clandestine lodge of Freema-
sons, nor converse Masonically with a clandestine Mason, or with
one who has been expelled or suspended, while under that sen-
tence, knowing them to be such.

*“I furthermore promise and swear that [ will not cheat, wrong or
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defraud a lodge of Master Masons or a brother of this degree,
knowing them 1o be such, but will give them due and timely notice
that they may ward off all approaching danger. | furthermore
promise and swear that | will not violate the chastity of a Master
Mason’s wife, his mother, sister, or daughter, knowing them to be
such.' I furthermore promise and swear that 1 will not give the
Cirand Masonic Wond in any other manner than that in which | shall
receive it, which shall be on the five points of fellowship and at low
breath. I furthermore promise and swear that | will not give the
Grand Hailing Sign of Distress except it be in case of most
imminent danger, my life in peril, or within a lawfully constituted
lodge of Masons. When | hear the words spoken and see the sign
given, I will hasten to the aid of the one giving it if there be a greater
possibility of saving his life than that of losing my own.

“To all of the which, | do most sincerely promise and swear with
a fim and steadfast resolution to keep and perform the same,
without the least equivocation, mental reservation or self-evasion
whatever, binding myself under no less a penalty than that of
having my body severed in twain, my bowels taken out and burned
to ashes, the ashes scatiered 1o the four winds of heaven that there
should be no more remembrance among men and Masons forever
of so vile a wretch as 1 should be, should I ever knowingly or
wittingly violale or transgress this my solemn and binding Master
Mason's obligation. So help me God and keep me steadfast.”

As had been the case with the caths of obligation of the first two
degrees. | had no idea of what | would be swearing to do until | was
actually hearing and repeating each line. Had I been able 1o hear or
read the oath in advance, | might not have been able to say it. Even
while taking it as I did, one might expect that the nature of parts of
it would have made me hesitate: but I really wasn’t thinking of the
nature of the oath. [ was thinking of Uncle Irvin and how [ was now
going to be a good and successful man as 1 supposed him 1o be. If
mother were alive, she would be pleased.

BUT THERE WAS (MORE

Upaon completion of the oath, the Master came down to the altar,
He directed the Senior Deacon to remove the cabletow from
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around my waist since | was now bound by my obligation to the
Lodge. He then asked me what | most desired; prompted, | replied
“More light.” He replied that, since that was my desire, that was
what | should receive. As the hoodwink was suddenly removed,
the brothers (assembled as before) clapped their hands in unison
and my eyes were again dazzled by the sudden bright light. Even
though this had happened to me twice before, it was still somewhat
startling and disorienting. It was as if a susceptibility or fear had
heen planted in me the first time and it remained.

The Master then instructed me in making the sign which was
made by dropping the left hand to my side, bringing the right hand
to the left of my waist, palm- down, and then bringing it guickly
across my waist as if severing my body in twain with my thumb,
then dropping my right hand 1o the side.

I was shown to make the due-guard by extending the hands,
palm-down, as they had been placed on the square and compasss
while taking the oath. The pass grip was shown me by grasping the
hand in the normal (handshake) way, but pressing the thumb
between the second and third joints of the fingers where they join
the other’s hand, The name of the pass was then given me: “Tubal-
Cain."”

Thinking | was just about finished with the Master Mason
initiation, feeling I was “down to the shon rows,” | was both
listening to the Worshipful Master and feeling a growing sense of
pleasant release. | had it made, | thought, and it had been so easy!

I was given an apron and the Senior Warden helped me to put it
on as a Master Mason with the “bib™ hanging down in froni. [ was
then retumed to the preparation room and told to take off the
initiation drawers [ was in and put my street clothes back on, with
the apron.

A plumb emblem, the Junior Warden's “Jewel," was put around
my neck: | was now dressed as n Master Mason. [ looked myself
overas best [ could, and was thinking, "Wow! I am a Master Mason
at last!”

It was a heady moment and | was exhilarated. But my newfound
sense of having arrived didn't last long. | was told that | must be
retumed 1o the Lodge Room for further instruction.
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Back inside the Lodge Room, still feeling very pleased and proud
to be a Master Mason, feeling the exciting newness of wearing the
Master Mason's apron and with the plumb emblem around my
neck, | was taken to a position before the Worshipful Master. )

He said to me, “You have been taught to wear your apron as a Ma-
ster Mason and you are doing so at the moment. This would imply
:.I;mu are a M:Lmnﬁm and gualified to travel and work as such.

ay, more, e that you have u our person the e of
office, the Jewel of the Junior W&rdcnmul tr?:pnncipmh;‘?f'gmm
of the Lodge. This mark of distinction must be highly pleasing to
you and doubtless you now consider yourself a Master Mason. Is
that not so?"

_Suds!culy the exhilaration left me and fear took its place, Some-
thing was going on that Thadn "t expected. | was afraid to say “ves,”
so | said nothing at all. The Senior Deacon then answered for me,
saying, “He is of that opinion, Worshipful Master.” The Master
then said to me, “It is my duty to tell you that you are nor yer a
Master Mason, nor do I know that you will ever be. The road you
must travel in order to prove yourself is a long, hard and rough one,
upon which lives have been lost, and you may lose yours.”

Well, that ended any doubts 1 had about whether my initiation
wis over, now [ knew I was not yet finished. 1 was not vet a Master
Mason and what he said about losing my life sounded ominous,
With that strange fear still stirring within me, 1 was led to the altar
and told to kneel and pray for myself, either silently or out loud. 1

had no idea how topray, sol just knelt silently with my head bowed
and waited,

LIVING OUT THhE LEGEND

After kneeling and waiting silently, appearing to pray, | was told
to remove all articles from my pockets, take off my watch, and 1o
lay them all on the altar. The hoodwink was once again put over my
eyes and | couldn’t see a thing.

The Senior Deacon then said to me, My brother, heretofore you
have represented a candidate in search of MORE LIGHT:; now you
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will represent another character, no less a personage than our
Grand Master Hiram Abiff®, Grand Master and architect at the
building of King Solomon's Temple. It was the custom of this great
and good man, at high twelve, when the craft were called from
labor to refreshment, to enter the Holy of Holies, to offer up his
adorations 1o Deity and draw his designs upon his trestle board.”

All the time he was telling me this, he was leading me around the
room. Trying to listen and understand while stumbling along
blindfolded was difficult and awkward for me.

He continued, “He then passed out by way of the South Gate 1o
talk to the workmen, as you will do now.”

After being led a few more steps, | was sccosted by a brother
representing the character Jubela, (it was actually the Junior
Warden). He spoke to me as if 1 were actually Hiram Abiff, and
grabbed me by the lapels. He said that 1 had promised to reveal the
secret word of a Master Mason when the Temple was completed,
that it was nearly completed, and demanded that 1 give him the
secret word then and there. All the while, as he spoke roughly to
me, he was jerking me around and really roughing me up.

The Senior Deacon, speaking for me, said, “Craftsman, this is
neither the time nor the place. Wait until the Temple is fimshed and
then you shall have the secreis of s Master Mason.™

Jubela then got even more violent, demanding the secret word,
right then! Again speaking for me, the Senior Deacon said, *Crafis-
man, | cannot and will not give them,” upon which Jubela struck
ablow across my throat with the 24-inch gauge. It hurt and startled
me and | was immediately hurried a few steps farther where | was
stopped and grabbed by a second “ruffian,” called Jubelo. This one
really jerked me around, and said, “Grand Master Hiram Abiff, the
craft are waiting and many are exceedingly anxious to receive the
secrets of a Master Mason, and we see no good reason why we are
put off so long. We have determined that we will wait no longer.
I therefore demand of you the secrets of a Master Mason!”

Again speaking for me, the Senior Deacon said, “Craftsman,
why all this violence? When the Temple is finished, you shall
receive this secret word; | cannot, nor will not, give them to you at
this time.”
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Jubelo then became even more furious and again demanded the
wlnrd. upon which the Senior Deacon answered for me, *1 cannot
give them nor can they be given except in the presence of three:
Solomon, King of Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre; and myself,”

lubelo, becoming sill more violent, reminded me that there was
noone there to help me and threatened to kill me if Fdidn't give him
the word,

For me, the Senior Deacon replied, “My life you may take, but
my integrity, never!”

Jubelo then struck a heavy blow across my chest with the square,
It hurt, but I was immediately jerked away and led a few more steps
when [ was grabbed a third time and shaken. This was all very real,
even though it was obvious that paris were being acted out. [ was
being jerked about, shoved, shouted at and hit by people | couldn't
see. | had great difficulty in keeping my balance (if the “ruffians”
hadn't been holding ontomy coat | would have fallen many times),
::nd l'-hl:." violence was even more shocking because T couldn’t see
it coming.

The third “ruffian,” Jubelum, said as he was shaking me that he
had heard me speaking 1o Jubela and Jubelo and saw that I had
escaped, but said | would nor escape from him ever. He said that
what he said, he would do, and that he held in his hand “an
mstrument of death.” He said that if 1 didn"t give him the secrets of
a Master Mason immediately he would kill me.

Speaking for me again, the Senior Deacon replied as he had
already replied to Jubela and Jubelo. Jubelum then shouted at me,
“For the last time, Grand Master Hiram, give me the secret word
or | will take your life!™

I, of course, didn't realize it, but as Jubelum readied himself 1o
deliver the death blow, several of the brothers moved into position
behind me, holding a large canvas, stretched out so as 1o catch me
when 1 fell.

With that, Jubelum shouted, *If you will not give me the secret
word of a Master Mason, then...DIE!™

As he shouted the word, “DIE,” he hit me right in the middle of
my forehead with a setting maul! I saw stars. They were brilliant
and in colors, and I fell backward onto the canvas, unconscious. *
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1 wasn't out very long and I came to, head still ringing and aching,
with the three “ruffians™ standing around me, talking over the
situation, and discussing how to dispose of the body. They decided
to conceal the body “in the rubbish of the Temple™ until “low
twelve" (midnight), when they would meet and decide what to do.
So they carried me, on the canvas, a lintle distance and covered me
with “rubbish,” consisting of chairs and other objects in the Lodge
Hall, There was silence, then 1 heard a bell strike 12 times and the
“ruffians” returned. Jubela said, “This is the hour.”

Jubelo said, “This is the place.” Jubelum then said, " And there is
the body. Assist me to carry it in a due west course from the temple
to the brow of a hill where | have dug a grave, six feet due east and
west, and six feet perpendicular, in which we shall bury it.”

They removed the chairs and other “Temple rubbish™ from me,
picked me up on the canvas, carried me 1o the west side of the
Lodge Room and laid me down between the stations of the Master
and the Senior Warden, my feet to the east. They lowered me 1o the
floor a little at a time, pausing three times, to simulate lowering me
info a grave.

After Iwas“buried,” Jubelum said, “I will set this sprig of Acacia
al the head of the grave, that the place may be known should the
occasion require it. And now let us make our escape out of the
country by the way of Joppa, We should be able to get a ship totake
us to a foreign pon.”

The “ruffians” then acted out a scene in which they talked with
a sea captain and asked for passage on his ship which was to sail
the next day. Learning they could not sail without a pass from King
Solomon, they decided 1o flee into the mountains and hide.

Meanwhile, the Worshipful Master, acting the pan of King
Solomon, heard a lot of commotion made by other brothers acting
as workmen in the Temple. Solomon asked what the noise was all
about and was told that Grand Master Hiram Abiff was missing and
could not be found.

King Solomon ordered that a search be made and the brothers
then did a lot of talking back and forth while [ lay there, saying such
things as, "Have you seen him?” “Not since high twelve yester-
day,” and, “Where is our Grand Master?”




Then King Solomon ordered that a search be made with one party
going west, one east, one north, and one south. At this point there
were three loud raps on the door and when the “alarm was at-
tended” there were found 1o be 12 “fellowcrafts” who confessed to
the King that they and three others had conspired 1o force Hiram
to reveal the secret word. They said that they (the 12) had not been
able 10 go through with their evil plan, having “reflected with
horror on the atrocity of the crime,” but reported thit the other three
had gone through with it

The King then sent out those 12, three in each direction, o search
for Jubela, Jubelo and Jubelum, One group of three spoke with the
seacaptain and, following the direction he gave them, followed the
murderers’ path and found the new grave, marked with the Acacia
sprig. Digging down, they “discovered” my body,

Reporting to Solomon, they were sent back to identify the body
and, if Hiram, to raise it with the grip of an Entered Apprentice.

Asthe drama continued, they returned to the “grave"” and saw that
I was indeed Hiram®; but they could not “raise™ me, as the body was
decomposing, so the “flesh left the bone.” They reported the
problem to Solomon, who sent them back to raise the body with the
grip of a Fellowcrafi. When “the skin (slipped) away™ they re-
ported this failure to Solomon.

Then the Master, playing King Solomon, came over to me and
took my hand with the grip of a Master Mason, “the strong grip of
the lion’s paw ™ and, with the other hand behind my back, assisted
me to a standing position. | was fully recovered by this time, but
still stiff and a little wobbly from the strain and from lying still for
so long while the latter part of the drama was acted out.

The Master explained that while the secret word of the Master
Mason had been lost when Hiram was killed, the first word he
spoke when raised from the dead was the substitute for the “lost
word.” He then placed his right foot alongside mine, instep to
mstep. his knee against mine, his chest against mine and his mouth
next lomy right ear. With my hand placed on his back, we were “on
the five points of fellowship: foot to fool, knee to knee, chest to
chest, hand 10 back and mouth to ear.” He whispered into my ear
the Grand Masonic Word, “Mah-Hah-Bone,” and instructed me
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that it must never be given toany but another Master Mason, only
“on the five points of fellowship™ as he had given it to me and never
above a whisper, under penalty of death. =N

I was then instructed by the Worshipful Master in giving the
“Grand Hailing Sign of Distress.” The Grand Hailing Sign of
Distress is given by raising the hands above the head and looking
up, then lowering the hands in supplication, then dropping them to
the side. The words accompanying the sign are, “Oh, Lord my God,
is there no help for the widow's son?"” :

He explained to me that | was never to give this sign unless in I:l!c
most extreme distress and that it is the most important Masonic
secret. | was reminded of the part of my obligation relating to my
responsibility should another Master Mason ever give this sign 1o
me and, with this, my initiation as a Master Mason was really
finished at last,

With the instruction finished I was seated and there followed a
rather long and involved lecture on the meaning of the symbols of
a Master Mason and the lengthy charge of a Master Mason. When
the Master closed the Lodge, the brothers crowded around me with
congratulations and then went home.

Bonnie was waiting up for me and we shared the sense of
accomplishment together. She was pleased and proud of me. It was
a really wonderful moment of fulfillment. If only mother could
know; | had a good job, a wonderful wife, and | had finally caught
up with Uncle Irvin. I was a Master Mason.

Feootnortes

"It ix motewarthy when considering Masonic morality that the Master Mo
swears that he will not have sexual intercourse with the wife, mother, daughter.
or sinter of another Master Mason, "knowing her o be such™ ; agpurmﬂ; Hu_s i
alright with anyone eise’s wife, mother, daughter. or sister and is even all right
with thase of ¢ Master Mason If unaware of the Masonic relationship. See
Appendix C, “Masonic Morality.” . .

*For the purpose and significan: e of this dramatization of the legend aof Hiram
Abiff, see Appendic D). “The Legend of Hiram Abiff.” _

"The man portraying Jubelum isn't supposed to hit the candidate that hard, but
1 was really knovked waconscious. The man whe hit me was an wndertaker, ani
wie had many laighs later about his trying 1o drum up business in the Lodge whife

chimg the part of Subelum,

£ "r:ﬂ.rhr drm.L Junior Warden' s jewel (which was still around my neck) plays
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@ significant ru.‘r in the candidate' s being recogmized as Hiram by the yearchery.

*The Master' s Grip, or the “Strong Grip of the Lion” s Paw,” wias nor explained
0 me; bmfl'hu'fr.‘r-‘r and, in watching subrequent initiotions, | learned it ! later
had occasions to use it a3 a Master Masornt's pass grip. an alterngre means af
u:rnguirtm to the primary grip explained by the Master tha night. This grip is
given by grasping the other’ s hand in the normal way, except that te thurls and
mdfﬁn,gwurr wrapped arowund the edyes of the hand, just below the thmb, with
the micddle three fingertips dug into the inside of the other’s wrist, As Woiry hipaful
Master mryself, later o, I, of course. used it in “raiving the candidote ~

GOING DIGHER

Before 1 was even through with the Master Mason degree, 1 had
noticed and decided something: two things that would influence
the rest of my life. Inoticed that a great many Masons were notonly
content Lo stop at the Third Degree, but often came to Lodge and.
after about 45 minutes, went to sleep and slept through the meet-
ings. This offended me. What | decided was that T did not want to
be that kind of Mason — nor ever!

1 was determined to learn and to grow. to keep moving on up in
the fraternity, to climb the *Muasonic mountain.” At that early point
in my Masonic career | really didn’t know what there was to be
accomplished. I didn't know what higher ground there was to be
reached; but | knew that [ didn’t want to come to Lodge and sleep
like those men did. Whatever there was to achieve, I wanted it. |
was going higher!

Within a month after | was raised to the Third Degree there was
a new class of candidates to be brought through the Blue Degrees.
1 was still a “courtesy candidate™ (Bonnie and I were still expect-
ing 1o go back to Indianapolis before long), and grateful 1o that
Lodge for bringing me through the Second and Third Degrees.

I was never bashful about such things, so 1 said to the Worshipful
Master, “Sir, | am grateful 1o this Lodge and to you, and feel that
| owe you something for what you have done for me. If you will
appoint me, I will be glad to be the Instructor for this new class of
candidates.”

55
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He ﬂ\uught a moment, looking at me intently, and then said that

I'had the job. I could hardly believe it. I had just been raised, a
member of the most recent class, and now 1 was the Instructor! |
thn_nlu:d the Master and promised 1o do my very best. 1 could hardly
walll 1o get started.
_ Thc next week we took the class through the Entered Apprentice
initiation and they took their first obligation. The following week
larranged 1o meet with them for instruction and a month Liter they
were ready to take their examination. They all passed, were then
“passed” into the Felloweraft Degree, and the week after thas |
began to instruct them in the memory work of that degree, At the
end of that menth they were ready for examination in the Fel-
loweraft Degree and again they all passed easily.

They were motivated and [ had taught them well. Then, one each
week, they were raised to the Master Mason degree and | had the
satisfaction of knowing that I had brought the entire class through
all three Blue Degrees. | was not only a Master Mason now. [ was
a maker of Master Masons. It really felt good.

WhHY LEAVE AT ALL?

~ By this time | had gone to work for the city and had an excellemt
Job. Bonnie was well established in her job and was enjoying it. 1
was accepted in the Lodge and had a real sense of belonging, The
mare we thought and talked about it, the less reason we saw in
leaving to go back to Indianapolis, There had been no hurry about
leaving Florida and what we had found there through the winter
and spring; and now, as we considered the situation, we asked
ourselves, “Why shouldn’t we just stay here? Why leave at all?”

S0 we decided: we would just settle in and stay right there.
Flonf.in would be our home. | would no longer be just a “courtesy
candidate™ ora visitor in the Lodge: it would be my Lodge. | would
really belong there. With the decision made, we began to settle in
and “get permanent.”

Roy and his family moved 1o the west coast of Florida and we
missed them, but that didn’t matter so much now. We were making
new friends in the Lodge.
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MOVING UP THROUGH THE CHAIRS

Not long after, elections were held in our Lodge and a new
Waorshipful Master was elected. | had already found out that there
was a normal progression through the offices in the Lodge, begin-
ning with the lowest office (Junior Steward) and proceeding up to
the top (Worshipful Master). Since each office has a position (or
“chair”) in the Lodge Hall, this progression upward through the
offices in the Blue Lodge is ofien called “moving up through the
chairs.” The positions of Junior and Senior Steward and Junior and
Senior Deacon are appoimed positions and men are selected for
them by the Worshipful Master. The three top offices, Junior and
Senior Warden and Worshipful Master, are elected positions. But
the normal situation is that, once elected Junior Warden. that man
will “move up.” He can expect to move up to Senior Warden the,
following year and to the chair of Worshipful Master the year after
that. Barring something unusual, these elections are virually
automatic.

As soon as | had the opportunity, | went 1o see the newly elected
Worshipful Master and told him that 1 didn't want to be an
“ordinary Mason.” 1 said that | never wanted to be like those
brothers who slept through the meetings and asked him to consider
appointing me to achair (an office) in the Lodge. I must have made
a positive impression on him for he appointed me Senior Deacon,
the highest appointed office in the Lodge. I had bypassed the three
lowest offices and was off to a hig head start in moving up through
the chairs.

BEYOND THE BLUE LODGE

Blue Lodge Masonry is the heart of Masonry and the Third
Degree is the heart of the Blue Lodge. If one is not a Master Mason
in good standing in the Blue Lodge. he cannot “goon™ intothe York
Rite or the Scottish Rite and thence to “the top of the Masonic
mountain.” And, once advanced in the York Rite or the Scottish
Rite. he cannot remain in those bodies (or the Shrine) if he doesn’t
continue in good standing in the Blue Lodge. This is the general
structure and the Blue Lodge is its foundation.

1 had been in the Blue Lodge about four months, had taken aclass



of candidates through all three degrees, and was Senior Deacon,
learning, growing and feeling good about it when one day T was
talking with a brother who owned a lumber vard.

He said, “1 thought you joined the Masonic Lodge."

I said that I had and that I was very active.

He said something about the Scottish Rite and wondered why he
hadn’t scen me there,

I didn’t know what he was talking about, but sensed that it was
something | would want to do.

He said, “Jim, you've just got 10 get inio the Sconish Rite,
because you really don’t know what Masonry is all about until you
do. The Scottish Rite and its 29 degrees will really open your eves.”
He said that if 1 wanted him to, he would get me a petition and get
things rolling.

| said that it sounded good to me and asked him to go ahead.
Although I was eager to begin, I found out that I couldn 't enter the
Scottish Rite until I had been a Master Mason for six months. But
he went ahead with the petition while [ waited. | went right on with

my work in the Blue Lodge, the most eager and zealous man they
had.

2 PATDHS FROM WHICH TO ChOose

As | have already said, the Blue Lodge, with its three degrees, is
the heart and foundation of Freemasonry. This is where the vast
majority of Masons stop and go no farther, their local lodge being
all they ever know of Masonry. However, for those who are not
willing to stay at that level, there are two options for “going on
I;llgher."twn paths to follow: they are the Scottish Rite and the York

ite.

The Scottish Rite includes 29 degrees beyond the Blue Lodge,
culminating in the 32nd. The York Rite has the equivalent of the
29 degrees of the Scotish Rite and advancement along this path
culminates in the degree “Knight Templar,"” In addition, the Shrine
(*Ancient Arabic Order, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine™) isavailable
to 32nd Degree Masons and Knights Templar who wish to partici-
pate.
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Devated 1o community service and fun, the Shriners are looked
upon as the “party boys™ of Freemasonry and are best known II"-::r
their hospitals for crippled children, for light-hearted participation
in parades, and for their riotous, drunken parties and conventions.

Although at the time I was not fully aware of these options and
how it all goes together, my path was determined. | was going into
the Scottish Rite.

INTO THhE SCOTTISH RITE

The more my friend talked to me about the Scottish Rite, the more
eager | was 10 get started in it. In the Scottish Rite, initiations are
conducted and degrees conferred during meetings called “Reun-
jons"™ which are normally held twice a year, fall and spring.

In addition to the initiations into the degrees, there is also
recognition of those brothers who have died since the previous
Reunion. They are, in this sense, memonials 10 the departed broth-
ers. | could hardly wait for the Fall Reunion to come. As the time
approached, | was told to report to the Secretary of the Scottish Rite
fora briefing. I was there early, waiting formy turn to be called into
his office.

The Secretary greeted me and explained the nature and structure
of the Scottish Rite. He explained that the 29 degrees are divided
into four groups called the “Four Bodies™” of the Rite and that each
of these bodies is somewhat like a separate lodge within the
system. He also explained to me that the Reunion would last for
four Sundays and that it would be possible for me to take all 29
degrees in the one Reunion, or just go to the 14th Degree at this
Reunion and then continue to the 32nd Degree in the spring. He
said that some men could not afford to take all of the degrees at one
Reunion because of the cost. ' He told me that the first of the four
“bodies” of the Scottish Rite is called “Lodge of Perfection™ and
is the one in which business meetings are held on meeting nights.
The second body, he said, is the *Chapter of Rose Croix,” the third
is the “Council of Kodosh™ and the fourth is “The Consistory.”

It all sounded wonderful to me and | asked the Secretary if | could
just pay for all 29 of the degrees right then! He gave me the figure,
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[ wrote the check, and he told me to report on the next Sunday (the
first day of the Fall Reunion). He told me that we would meet from
9a.m. to 6 p.m. each Sunday for the next four Sundays to receive
mstruction, and that on the fourth Sunday | would be made a 32nd
Degree Mason.

Tasked him if I would have to memorize all the passwords, signs
and grips and then pass examinations as we had to do in the B%E:
Lodge, and he roared with laughter!

He said. “Are you kidding? It would take you a whole year of
Sundays todo that! You just be here Sunday and you will find out.”

On the morning of the first Sunday of the Fall Reunion | arrived
promptly and, as soon as all the rest arrived, we were ushered into
a large classroom. There were about 250 of us and our class was
given the name “George Washington Biceniennial Class™ (each
class is given a name, or title, which it retains as long as there are
any of its members left alive),

Our instructor was an attomey, & man in his sixties, His age and
know ledge made him seem a little “larger than life” to me, very
impressive, and [ listened carefully to all that he said. He also had
a sense of humor, which made him even more effective. 1 was
totally receptive.

We had to have an “opening ceremony™ which gave our class
official identity and status and then we had a class picture taken.
We also had to elect class officers, but I didn’t try for any of those

offices as 1 was only interested in the degree work (the lessons in
religion and morality). I wanted to learn.

THROUGH The DEGREES

\‘H'_’iih Jall the preliminaries completed, we were taken into the
auditorium. It was like a large and very nice theater, with fully
equipped stage, sophisticated lighting and theater seats, We were
told to be seated and the presemtation of the Fourth Degree began,

The Fourth Degree was put on just like a play, with one candidate
chosen fm the class to represent us all as he participated. The
presentation went on until time to take the oath at the end. At this
time we were told to stand, put our hands overour hearts and repeat
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the oath * of obligation with the representative candidate on the
stage. After we finished the oath we were given the sign of that
degree, * and the Fourth Degree was completed. When a degree is
given in this way it is said to be “exemplified.”

When a degree is not put on as a drama, but merely explained, it
is said 1o be “communicated,” Such was the case with the Fifth
Degree. Back in the classroom the Degree Master explained the
content and meaning of the degree, administered the cath, and gave
us the sign.

Now we were Fifth Degree Masons, and ready for the Sixth
Degree, And so we progressed, through the degrees. The relatively
unimportant degrees, about one third of the total of 29, were
“communicated” in this way. It is also true that some degrees
which are merely “communicated™ in one Reunion will be “exem-
plified” at the following Reunion. The degrees of the Four Bodies
(the four degrees whose names identify the Four Bodies), how-
ever, are always put on in full and not merely “communicated.”
That Sunday we completed the Fourth through the Ninth Degrees
and 1 went home feeling good aboul it all.

I was so interested in the degree work that | could hardly wait
from one Sunday until the next. The “old religions” (the mystery
religions of Egypt, Greece, Persia, etc.) were taught. And, as [ had
never had a religion, but had only heard passing references to the
major ones, 1 was fascinated,

There was also a great deal said about the ancient philosophers
and occultists and T felt that T was really growing in knowledge.
Each week | would tell my brother Masons in the Blue Lodge how
great it was and how much they were missing by not being in the
Scottish Rite. But this was not always well-received; some were
really offended and a few hurt. because they could not afford to go
into the Rite, So, although my zeal didn’t diminish any, [ tried 1o
be more careful about such enthusiastic talk.

Onthe second Sunday we completed the 14th degree, the Degree
of Perfect Elu, generally considered the halfway mark in the
Scottish Rite. With this attainment comes the 14th Degree ring.
This flat gold band with the Hebrew letter “YOD™ on it 1s the
official Masonic ring.
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Many kinds of rings with Masonic symbols muy be purchused
and worn; but, except for the Thirty-Third Degree ring, this ring is
the anly official one. It is the patent and property of the Supreme
Council of the Thirty-Third Degree, and is only obtained when
presented with the 14thdegree. In our case the rings had not arrived
s0 we had to wait 10 get them the final Sunday.

ANOINTED A PRIEST AND A

PROPHET

Finally, the last Sunday of Reunion arrived and we progressed 1o
the 32nd Degree. Upon completion of the degree work, climax ing

with the 32nd Degree lecture, we stood and were brought forward.
One by one, we were anointed with oil. As the man placed his hand
onmy head and applied the oil, he said tome, “1 anoint thee a Priest
and a Prophet, and a Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret.”

This part was definitely o new experience for me and 1 certainly
didn’t understand the part about being a priest and a prophet, but
it was impressive and | liked the sound and solemnity of it. For me,
it was rather awesome and a little unreal.

Each of us was presented, along with the Scottish Rite ring. a
copy of Albert Pike's book, “Morals and Dogma.” * We were 1old
that it was the source book for Freemasonry and its meaning. We
were also told that it must never leave our possession. and that
arrangements must be made so that upon our deaths it would be
returned to the Scottish Rite. It was clear that this book was not onl y
a terribly important source but was, it seemed, almost sacred.

It had all been so very interesting to me and, in a way, the time
had passed much too quickly. I felt that I had leamed so much, et
felt that 1 had so much more to leam.

“Perhaps in the future 1 will get to work in these degrees,” |
thought."Then I can really leam about religions.”

It was-only about 5 p.m. when we finished and, after a lot of
exchanging congratlations, | hurried home to tell Bonnie all about
it (at least the parts | was free to tell her), As | headed home | was
thinking, “If only mother had lived to see this day — she would
really be proud.”

Feoenotes

"There (s Tev b . in dolbars, for all “earned™ Masenic degrees, from
En:mdmmn‘f;ndﬂww Dollar values change with rime mua'{'ﬂ
vary some from place to place, i the total cost of poing all the way o the 32nd
Degree can be very substantial, well into the thousands of doflars woday.,

"There was a bivod-oath of obligation for each degree. as in the .!Huf Lodge.
Unlike the Blue Lodpe, however, since there was no memorizing, ond since they
weere ol wristen down, the candidates normally remember nothing of these oaths

m 3 - &
“FJ': ﬁirp Mmm that follovied, [ way never once asked 1o give thix

x

lﬂ_ “ . .

* Alhert Pike { 18091891 } ix easily the preeminent figure in American Freesu-
sonry. Mix many tiles included Sovereign Grand Commander of the Supreme
Council af the Thirty-Third Degrer (Mother Council of the World) and sm
Fonriff of Universal Freemasony. Scholar, studemt of ancient Iuﬂlxuu,g-f'j
occull philosopher, he completely rewrote the degrees of the Scottish Rite into
their present form. This work is explatmed in his book Morals and Dogma of the
Ancient and Accepted Scotrish Rite of Freemasonry. His position in Masorry
was, and is today, unparalleled. nos only in the Unived States, but throughout the
wiorfd.
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The Monday after my initiation into the 32nd Degree, I was
congratulated by a number of my superiors at work whom | had not
even realized had been there. The extent of Masonry and its
influence was far greater than [ had suspected, Realizing that there
were so many men such as these, seemingly everywhere, who were
part of the Masonic brotherhood, and that they knew who I was and
what I was doing, was both comforting and vaguely disturbing. But
it was mostly comforting. | was seeing that this Masonic family of
which I had become a committed part reached much farther into
every part of life than | had suspected.

SUTDENLY A PROMOTION

A short while after, the director of my department called me in
and asked me to take an examination for a higher position which
was opening up. I felt that | was completely unqualified for this
position and told him so, But he smiled reassuringly, said that he
thought | was qualified and urged me not to fail o take the test. 1
was so convinced that | wasn’t qualified for the job that I almost
decided not to show up; but, because of his urging, 1 went.

Expecting a room full of men competing for so imponant a job,
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I was surprised when | arrived to find that only two others were
taking the test with me. I was given the examination paper and told
to tum it face down on my desk until time for the examination to
begin. When we were told to begin and | looked over the test, | was
amazedat the simplicity of the questions. I thought, “Is thisall there
15 10 it? I'm sure glad the boss insisted that [ come!”

| finished my paper quickly and easily. The other two men
continued to struggle with theirs and were still working when the
examiner told them to stop. We were told to tum our papers face
down on the desks and leave, for time had expired. He said we
would be notified later as 10 how we had done. [ left thinking about
how casy the test had been and wondering why the other two had
seemed to have such a difficult time with it

I went directly to the office and the director was waiting for me.
He met me at the door, stuck out his hand and said. “Congratula-
tions, Jim, you got the promotion! You were the only one who
knew all the answers. You will soon be called to take an *on-the-
job® training course, and then you can start on your new job."

He shook my hand again and went back to his office. | was
pleased but a lintle bewildered. I still could not understand how it
had been so easy and how could he know so soon that | was
selected? Why, the ink was barely dry on my paper!

With questions about this still whispering in my mind, but mostly
Just excited and happy, | hurried home at the end of the day to tell
Bonnie. She was, of course, delighted too. In light of her good job,
plus my promotion, we decided 10 move out of the duplex apan-
ment and buy our own home. We were making progress!

BUT UNCLE IRVIN WASNT PLEASED

I called Uncle Irvin to tell him the good news about my being in
the Scottish Rite. I thought he would be pleased and proud. But he
didn’t seem pleased or proud of me at all. He appeared to resent it,
envious of my being a 32nd Degree Mason.

He said that he had never been allowed toenter the Rite, and went
on to explain, “Even though | was Past Master of my Lodge, |
couldn’t go in because there was a man in the Scottish Rite who
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didn't like me. He said that if 1 ever tried to enier he would
*blackball’” me.” .

I was amazed., and asked, “Whatever became of *Masonic broth-
erhood " gl :

Unele Trvin wouldn't answer my question, so | didn™t !cll him he
had been lied to by that brother Mason. As long as aman isa Master
Mason in good standing in his Blue Lodge. he cannof be black-
balled and kept out of the Scottish Rite.

THE RAISING OF (MIKE AND THE
PONDS-OFE POLICY

Working with me on the same shift was a man named Mike. He®
was a Scotsman with a wonderful accent, a warm heart and a
somewhat quick temper. He was not very tall, but very solidly built
and strong as a bull. He had been badly injured asa fireman in New
York City and, aftera long time in the hospital, had retired from the
Fire Department. He had come to Florida, found work with the
civil service of our large city, was assigned 10 my department, and
we had become friends. Mike knew that 1 was a Mason (I had
spoken to him about it from time to time), and one day he told me
that he would like to be a Mason too. 1, of course, was pleased, and
usked him if he would like to belong tomy Lodge. He said that was
exactly what he wanted, so I'got a petition and had another man
(who worked with us) 10 sign it with me. Mike was duly investi-
gated, approved, and was soon ready to take the degrees.

As 1 was now Senior Deacon, | wasthe one to conduct candidates
through the initiations. | was pleased that 1 was going to get to h?.ud
my friend through, It happened that Mike was the only man going
through at that time so things moved along smoothly and quickly.
1 had a pretty easy time of it. Until the latter part of the Third

BE:fm we began that final night of Mike's Blue Lodge initiation,
| spoke with the three men who were to portray the “three ruffians
Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum. 1 asked them to take it easy on Mike
and explained why. They said they understood and would be gentle
with him.
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Everything went smoothly until we came to the part where | was
leading Mike, as Hiram Abiff, 10 the “South Gate™ where he was
met by Jubela, the first “ruffian.” As is always done, Jubela
grabbed him and jerked him around a bit. It was gentle compared
with what the candidate usually goes through, but it was too much
for Mike. much 100 much. and he erupted! He pushed Jubela away,
ripped off the hoodwink. roared like a mad bull and picked Jubela
up! In one mighty motion, Mike threw him across the Lodge Hall.
Jubela hit the black and white tiles and went sliding across the floor
on his back, spinning slowly around and slid right up against the
altar, which stopped him. He wasn't hurt badly, but lay there
against the altar, not moving.

Mike had assumed a wrestler's stance, feet widespread, power-
ful arms at the ready, and bellowed out, “No mon puts his honds on
me:" At first there was not a sound in the Lodge Hall, except for
Mike. He stood there, looking slowly around the room, glaring at
the brothers assembled, and continued 1o roar, “*No mon puts his
honds on me!™

Suddenly the Lodge was in an uproar. Some of the brothers
convulsed with laughter, some were shouting excitedly at one
another and some sat still in stunned silence. Mike was still
standing there, challenging them all, and continuing to roar, “No
mon puts his honds on me!™ This scene in the sacred Hall was
unprecedented, unheard of, unthinkable!

Many of the brothers were looking at the Worshipful Master,
expecting him to “do something™; but he wasn’t an y more ready 1o
“do something” about Mike than was Jubela the ruffian, who was
still lying quietly against the altar. The Master just sat there, still
as a statue in his black top hat, looking straight ahead.

| tried to calm Mike down but had no effect at all on him. I then
went over to consult with the Worshipful Master. | tried 1o explain
and told him that if I could take Mike out 1o the Preparation Room
I thought I could calm him down and we would be able 10 proceed.
He nodded his head and continued to sit there as if stunned. not
moving.

I'went back to Mike, who was still turning slowly from side 1o
side in the center of this sudden storm, and spoke again with him.

Y i

to go out with me. We closed the Lodge Hall door behind
E?ﬁ?ﬁ?mﬁ&mﬂun Room Mike began to relax some and | 113:[11
him I was really sorry about what had happened and would try to
work it out sothat we could proceed with his init iation. He just said,
“All right Jim — but no mon puts his honds on me.

T left Mike in the Preparation Room and went back out to consult
again with the Worshipful Master. | told him I thought it ufuuld be
best 10 leave out Jubelo and Jubelum and just have Mike lie down
on the canvas and let them bury him. The Master looked at me
strangely and then asked, "Forever?” _ )

Since that was all the Master said, T took it that my compromise
solution was acceptable, so | returned to the Preparation Room. |
explained to Mike the whole scene and what was going 1o happen.
 told him that if he would just let us dothe rest of it, gently, it would
spon be over and he would be a Master Masun: He agreed, ’bu't
firmly repeated the admonition, “No mon puts h:srhmds on me.

So we went back into the Lodge Hall, let him lie down on the
canvas and completed his initiation, albeit considerably modified.
Mike never lived down that night and for many years jokes were
made about Mike and the “"Honds-OfT Policy.”

1 BECOME A DEGREE (MASTER

The Master of the 25th Degree in the Scottish Rite nm}red o
California. 1 was appointed to replace im. I got from him the
degree book and, although it was not required of me, mcmunmgd
the entire degree (the ritual and lesson to be taught orperformedin
that degree). [t was to be exemplified (put on in fulll, as admmal[-
zution) at the next Reunion. | was determined 1o do it better than it
had ever been done. .

Mike and 1 continued to be friends, becoming r:lnsgr. W‘:tl:l. my
encouragement he soon came into the Scottish Rite with me; since
it is the “Scottish” Rite it scemed to me that we should have at least
one Scotsman. Since by that time | was Master of the 25th Degree,
| appoimted Mike Orator, With his I:.:awl Scottish accent, he
seemed the perfect choice. 1 gave him his part and had him
memorize it. When 1 told him he would have to wear a pa:smd—un
artificial beard he decided just to grow his own, and he did,




70 Bmwhlnq Our

When Reunion came around we were ready. It all went perfectly.
The Secretary was so pleased with the way we exemplified the
degree that he thanked and congratulated us all, making all the hard
work and rehearsing worth it. We had not just “gotten by, we had

done I::bf:::r than anyone could remember its ever having been

FILLING THhE VOIo

As I'had said 1o the incoming Worshipful Master when asking
him to consider me for “a chair” in the Blue Lodge, I had no
intention of just settling down and getting comfortable. Looking
back on it all. I'm really not sure why | was S0 eager lo get (o the
higher offices and to do it so soon. T am sure it was not just prideful
um!:m-nn. or adesire for recognition. It was something much more
valid and substantial, some need down deep inside of me.

Ha\rm; grown up with no religious traming, no church affiliation
of any kind, and no spiritual identity, I really had no concept of the
meaning ufhﬁ;. I had no philosophy nor any basic view of life,
death and eternity. And, without realizing it at first, this emptiness
in my life was being filled with what 1 was leaming and doing in

From the very beginning 1 had been troubled by the fact that so
many of the men just came to Lodge and sat there. When the Master
rapped. they stood up; when he rapped again, they sat down, When
he ;mtnﬁhmgthm called foravote, they said “So mote it be, " and
when the meeting came to an end they got up and went home. So
had to be awakened and told it w:.sslhﬂf to leave. Many w::
members for many years, and always sat in the same seat, | was
determined not to be such a “seat warmer™; | wanted to function
10 leam all that there was to leamn. | wanted 1o grow, and that wn;
exactly what I was doing — at last.

A COAPLAIN LEARNS TO PRAY

In the Scottish Rite | became acquainted with the undentaker who
had knocked me out with the setting maul when T was initiated into
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the Third Degree. He was to be the new Venerable Master of the
Lodge of Perfection (one of the Four Bodies and the one in which
all business meetings are held).

I hadn't seen him for a while and told him of my appointment as
Senior Deacon in the Blue Lodge. | then told him that T would like
to be an officer in the Lodge of Perfection, if he had room for me.
and he said he would keep me in mind.

I realize that this may sound a little pushy, but actually it wasn'r,
it is not at all easy for incoming Masters to get men (o volunteer for
offices and they usually appreciate such willingness.

As is the case in all walks of life, most want the “honor” of
belonging. but do not want to do the work. 1 didn’t know what to
expect from him, but when he assumed office he appointed me
Chaplain.

At last | was finding a place for myself; | was an officer in both
the Blue Lodge and the Scottish Rite. But there was a problem —
abig one; as Chaplain | was going to have topray and | didn’t know
how. I had not been in church since the last time my grandmother
had taken me and knew nothing of prayer. I had heard the prayers

from the ritual in the Lodge, but couldn’t remember any of them.
| asked the new Venerable Master about praying and he cased my
mind some. He said that he would give me two cards with the
opening and closing prayers printed on them and that | could
simply read them out loud. Buthe also said that I would be expected
to “give prayers” at banquets and at the assembling of the Scottish
Rite Guard. So 1 would have to get an idea of how to pray and what
prayers to use. There was no way around it. | was going to have to
leam 1o pray.

We had a new man in the incoming class at the Blue Lodge who
was pastor of the Methodist Church next door to the Lodge Hall.
1 called on him and told him I was the new Chaplain in the Lodge
of Perfection and that | needed to know samething about prayer. He
said he would help me and the next day when I looked in my mail
box 1 found a book called “The Prayers of John Wesley.”

I studied the book and then wrote out several of the prayers, just
as they were in the book, just as Wesley wrote them. | thought they
were really good and felt that 1 was at last prepared for my new
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office. Whenever I was called upon to pray, | could just read one
of those prayers out loud. T was ready — or so | thought,

At the next assembling of the Scottish Rite Guard (for the
opening nf' the initiation of a new class at Reunion) | gave the
prayer while the Guard of 25 men stood. It was one of the prayers
of John Wesley I had taken from the book.

I mmght the prayer wus first rate and felt good about it: but when
the opening ceremony was finished the Commander of the Guard
called me aside and rebuked me sharply. He said, “You kept my
men standing at attention for five whole minutes!™ He also called
me a “religious fanatic™ and said that it was bad enough I kept the
men standing five minutes, but then 1 had ended the prayer “in
Christ’s holy name." For thar, he said, I would be reported! | was
stung by his rebuke, especially since | had worked sb hard 1o get
it right and had no idea I was doing anything wrong.

| said since he was so rude to me | didn't care what he thought,
that I didn’t know anything about his 30-second prayers, and that
from that time on he could say them himself!

_As I walked away, I thought, “Some brother he is, to speak to me

}LI::: that! At least he could have left out that part sbout ‘religious
atic’ since | don’t even know what IS are ex

ones on the cards and in the book.” B i sl

_\’cr}r soon after, I was called in 10 see the Secretary of the Scottish
Rite about my unsatisfactory performance. He was nice about it,
but I_uld me that | was never toend a prayer “in Jesus” name™ or "'in
Christ’s name.” He said, “Make your prayers universal.” |

| wondered about all this fuss over a prayer, especially one that
came out of a book a preacher had lent me; but 1 just thanked him
and lefi.

| was to leam the meaning and significance of this fuss over a
prayer later on, ' but for the time being | just accepted it. At least
the Secretary was nice about it. Many vears later, when he died, 1
learned that he was a Christian Scientist.

INTO THE EASTERN STAR

Bonnie had supported and encouraged me in Lodge work from
the start, As already stated, she had been an inactive member of the
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Onrder of the Eastern Star when we were married, although | had not
known it at the time. After my promaotion, and as | became more
and more active in Blue Lodge and the Scottish Rite, Bonnie told
me one night that she intended 10 begin attending the Eastern Star
and thought it would be good for me to join.

[ agreed, submitted my application, and was soon approved and
initiated. Many people believe that “The Star™ is only for women,
but it isn't.

The Order of the Eastern Star was conceived by a man, men
organized it, men wrote the rituals, and no meeting can be held
without at least three male officers present. Men, one might fairly
say, control The Order of the Eastern Star, but only from the
hackground.

The social life was pleasant, and now there was one meeting each
week that Bonnie and | could attend together.

Although 1 could have been an officer in the Eastern Star, I had
no desire to be. 1 had plenty to do already in the Blue Lodge and
Scottish Rite and | was content just 1o enjoy going with Bonnie to
the meetings and the social functions that went with them,

BECOMIING A SHRINER

The Shrine (Ancient Arabic Order, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine)
is easily the most conspicuous of all forms of Freemasonry and the
most far-removed from basic Masonic principles and traditions.
Many whoknow nothing of Masonry in general who perhaps don’t
even recognize the word “Mason™ except for thinking it means
some kind of bricklayer, have at least a vague awareness of “The
Shriners.”

At the mention of the word “Shriner” most will think of men in
red hats with tassels, perhaps in colorful costumes, parading,
clowning and doing some kind of public service.

If they are a little more awarne than that, they will think of them
as men who have big conventions and drink a lot. Most of the
general public will go through life with no knowledge of the
existence of the Scottish Rite or the York Rite: the degrees of these
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Bodies and such titles as Prince Adept, Master of the Royal Secret
or Knight Templar will have no meaning at all for them.

They may never even have heard of the Blue Lodge and the
degree of Master Mason. But they will probably have heard of the
Shriners and will have some knowledge of what they do. The
Shrine, the “Show Army of Masonry,” maintains a very high
profile.

I had been aware of the Shrine for a long time when Ihad only the
most vague knowledge of the rest of Freemasonry. From the time
of my very first entrance into the Lodge, I had the thought of
someday being a Shriner. It seems to me that this is true of most
Masons who go on beyond the Blue Degrees.

For this reason, one of their practices always puzzled me: after
cach Reunion in the Scottish Rite. the Shriners would come
around, recruiting the new 32nd Degree Masons for the Shrine and
it seemed unnecessary. Such was the case with me. Shortly after
receiving the 32nd Degree they began approaching me about
Joining. In my case they were wasting their time. for | had decided
a long time before to join them.

It is necessary to be a 32nd Degree Mason for six months before
being eligible to join the Shrine. Unlike myself in a way, I didn't
rush in as soon as the six months passed. | was fully involved in the
Blue Lodge and already was an officer in the Scottish Rite:
perhaps, also, | sensed that work in the Shrine wasn 't as serious us
in Blue Lodge and the Rite. | wanted to learn — sbout religions and
the meaning of life — and I had plenty 1o leam where 1 was. So 1
didn’t enter the Shrine after the Spring Reunion when | became
cligible.

| was Chaplain in the Scottish Rite and a Degree Master. In the
Blue Lodge | was Senior Deacon and preparing to be the Junior
Warden, only two chairs away from the office of Worshipful
Master. | was very busy with all this responsibility.

The following full however, after Reunion, | decided it was time
toenter the Shrine. Mike had come into the Scottish Rite at Spring
Reunion and was now eligible also, We went into the Shrine
together. I knew that the Shrine initiations got really rambunctious
and wondered what might happen when they laid hands roughly on
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Mike. The initiation was performed in the Coliseum before a very
large crowd of Shriners who came 1o see the fun. One of the first
things done was to identify the men with health problems that
might make the initiation a risk. : :
There were physicians there to question and examine lhe‘cmuh-
dates; those considered risky were separated out, had a white 1ape
put around the left wrist, and they simply sat while the other
candidates went through the rowdy part of it all. In this way,
because of his previous back injury, Mike was spared the huzing
and the Shrine was thus spared a demonstration of the “Honds-Off
Policy.” |
We began the initiation about noon that Saturday. After the medi-
el screening came the hazing, which was very childish. Some of
it was not only childish, but downright vulgar. Al one point we
were placed in alarge, mesh cage. and one of the Shriners climbed
up on top of it. He exposed a very convincing rubber penis which
was connected to a water bag concealed in his clothing and hosed
down all of us in the cage to the delighted howls of the spectators.

After the hazing it was time for the serious part, the ritual, and
then time 1o take the cath. We took the obligation. again mﬂ:
terrible bloody consequences if we revealed any of the “secrets
{(one form of mayhem we promised to accept was to have our
“eyeballs pierced to the center with a sharp, three-edged blqde )
And, with the Koran on the altar, we sealed our solemn oath in the
name of * Allah, the God of Arab, Moslem and Mohammedan, the
God of our fathers.”

I had taken o many bloody oaths already (one for cach degree)
that 1 paid lintle attention to this one, except to notice that it, like the
rest of the ritual, featured desert settings, Arabs and Allah, the Mo-
hammedan god. 1 was disappointed and a little offended at the
childish and vulgar nature of the initiation but not really surprised.
This, after all, was the Shrine; and “fun” was the Shriners’ trade-
mark.

The initiation was completed by 4 p.m.. so we could all be ready
for the big celebration banquet that night. With still another
initiation behind me, 1 headed home to share the moment with
Bonnie and to get ready for the celebration. It was 10 be a BYOB
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("bring your own boltle™) affair, Mike was going with us, and we
were looking forward to wearing our brand-new fezes. Weenjoyed
the party, which lasted until 2 am_; we were Shriners at last and it
felt good.

There was no “degree work™ in the Shrine for there is no actual
degree, so it didn’t look like I would be leaming a great deal there.
However, [ looked forward to being a pant of all their benevolent
community services, | was proud of my new red fez with its gold
trim and tassel.

I'didn’t see how my life could be much more full — except for
one thing. 1 still had a spiritual emptiness; 1 was still in search of
a religion.

Fooonotes

"Inawell-ordered lodge. Jesua is never mentioned except in vague, phifosophi-
cal fermiy. Prayers are wever prayed in His name, and when sevipeures are quoied
i the rigual, all veferences o Him are simply omited. For evaniple, N Thesalp-
mians 306 ix wsed in the ricual, but not the way it is in yowr Bible; the words “in the
suaente if ouir Lovd Jexus Cheist” are entively omitted. Likewise, the ritial includes
! Peter 2:5. but with the wordy “hy Jesus Christ” omitted. Albert Mackey, afier
Albert Pike the highest Masonic authority, calls this changirg of the scriptures "a
alight bt pecessary modificarion™ (Masonic Ritsalise, pp 273

“Every Shriner. kneeling before the Koran, fabes this cath in the name aof Allah,
and acknowledges this pagan god of veageance as kiz own { “the God af our
Sathers™ ). And, in the riteal, be acknowledges Ilam, the deelared Wood-enenry of
Chyistianity, as the one trwe porh. (" Whoso seeketh Inlanm caraestly seeks frue
direction.” ) How it must hreak the heart of God to hear theve words from the lips
of Hix own ¢ hifdren, particilarly the leaders of His chureh.

Gﬂft&#&

A RELIGION
ACT LASC

As I continued m ression “through the chairs.” ﬁ-nm office
to higher office in uﬂ?fe Lodge, 1 also continued to work in more
and more of the Scottish Rite degrees. As I continued 1o study in
the degree rituals and lectures, | developed more and more of a
clear understanding of religious beliefs and moved ever closer to
a personal religious belief of my own.

"THE LODGE 1S A GOOD eNOUGH

RELIGION”

Through the vears T must have heand hundreds of men say, i
don’t mghﬁ o gn?‘t:;r:hurch — the Lodge is a good enough religion
forme.” So very many such men neverattend a church except with
the Lodge once a year to hear Mumnry_e xalted. They trust Lodge
membership and their own “virtuous life” to assure them accep-
tance in the “Celestial Lodge above."”

In a sense | agreed wiihEFi‘-.H.'h men, in that l believed that the
churchesand synagogues knew and taught only imperfect remnants
and perversions of the “old religions,” the ancient mystery relig-
ions of the East, But T was not in agreement with them in another
sense: | was not going 1o be satisfied with basing my life on
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anything so vague. | was going to continue the search until | had
a specific, foundational religious belief. And 1 wasn't there yet.

THE TEN COMMANDXTIENTS

Still motivated in my search for religious understanding, | was
happy when asked to become Master %:f the 18th chrec? In this
degree, the Degree of the Rose Croix, [ read that “The ceremonies
of this degree are interpreted by each individual according to his
own faith, for in no other way can Masonry retain its universal
character.”

The degree book went on to say that the symbolism for this
degree comes from the “ankh,” the Egyptian symbol for life, which
comes from Deity (God), meaning that the Egyptian gods were at
least the equal of the Christian God. It also said that “In all religions
there is a basis of truth; in all there is pure morality.”

Asl read these words 1 thought they sounded wonderful. I didn't
stop 1o realize that this endorsement of “all religions™ included all
cruel forms of pagamism with mutilation and human sacrifices,
vmdm witchcraft (which often refers 1o itself as “The Old
Religion™) and all forms of Satanism. The degree book tied all this
together by saying that Masonry has the mission of bringing
together “all men of all religions™ under the Masonic banner and
around the Masonic altar,

The degree also features the Ten Commandments, which [
thought particularly nice, and in performing this part of the ritual
one day a very important insight came to me.

A DISCURBING THOUGHT

At the next Reunion this Degree of Rose Croix was exemplified.
I had my team well prepared for the performance. I was feeling
good about it— not only the “truth™ I thought | was expressing, but
also the effective way we were performing the ritual. One of the
candidates in the class of initiates was the mayor of our large city,
avery “:I;epm! t man and, in a way, my boss. As usual, one of the
men n the class was selected to actually participate, senti
the rest; we chose, of course, His Hunu}tr‘.pl‘:ih: mapn}rmm %

At the end of the oath | had him kneeling at the altar, | had the
Book of the Law in my hand, and he was vowing to keep the Ten
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Commandments. As | read each one from the book, he repeated it
after me and promised to keep it. About half way through the
Commandments the thought occurred to me, **You cannol possi-
bly do what you are promising to do. | know you, and know
something of your life, and you cannot keep these Command-
ments. Asa matterof fact, | don"t think 1 know anyone who could.”

Nevertheless, the mayor promised with a terrible oath, “So mote
it be.” This interesting contradiction stayed with me, retuming to
my thoughts from time to time. The vast majority of men admini-
stering and taking the oath, however, seem only to say it, get itover,

and promptly forget it.

1 BECOME WORSHIPEUL (MASTER

When my time came to be elected Worshipful Master of the Blue
Lodge [ had to stop taking on extra responsibilities in the Scottish
Rite, I was already working in four degrees, plus my participation
inthe Eastern Star and Shrine. Serving as Worshipful Master takes
maost of the “spare time" one has, for the duties are demanding. Of
course, | had the full cooperation of my superiors at my job, for they
were Masons and were pleased with what | was doing. They gave
me plenty of time off for Masonic funerals and other extra sctivi-
ties, and this was never a problem.

AN INTERESTING TESTIMONY

On the evening after my installation as Master we had a special
dinner party for the outgoing Master. It was very nice, with 2
private party room in a large hotel, complete with its own bar.
During the party we asked the outgoing Master to share with us the
story of how he had entered Masonry and his progression in it. He
had already had quite a bit to drink and was very frank in the elling
of his “testimony™ as a Mason.

We laughed as he told us that when he applied for membership
he was amazed that the Investigating Committee approved him for
membership. He said, “1 could hardly believe that they were telling
me | was approved, for | was so drunk when they arrived that |
couldn’t get up. My wife had 1o let them in, for even if  had been
able to get up on my feet [ could not have taken the chance of
walking across the room and falling down.”
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1 Ipughcd with everyone else at first. Then | was troubled by the
nhwu.::-us contradiction there. One of the basic tenets of Masonry is
sobriety. Yet this Past Master was accepted for membership when
s0 drunk he couldn’t stand up and walk. This troubling thought
like the one about the Ten Commandments, stayed with me. :

A STRANGE AND INTERESTING
THEORY

We had regular luncheons at the Acacia Club, for Masons
We would usually have a drink at the bar, then gointothe club ::::]ui
and have lunch. After lunch we always had a speaker.

One such speaker was a Methodist preacher, a dedicated Mason
gnd a student of the Ancient Mysteries, He had a strange and
interesting theory to the effect that Masonry was actually founded
by Nimrod at the building of the Tower of Babel. Of course | knew
nothing of the Bible, so accepted everything he said as truth.

Now that [ have made a study of the Scriptures 1 know that they
teach no such thing. However, having also leamed much of the
dark and shadowy origins of Masonry, 1 realize that the strange
preacher may not have been so far from the truth,

I WANTED TO UNDERSTAND

My year as Wi:_nhipful Master of the Blue Lodge was a pleasant
experience. | enjoyed the work in the weekly meetings and bring-
:ﬁ ;:!;ss:-s Ii;hmuﬁh the first three degrees. It was also nice being

ed with such respect and being called “Worshipful™
e Iy orshipful™ and

Because the office required so much of my time and energy, my

mﬁl:lghts were once more really focused on the Blue Lodge (rather
on the Scottish rite degrees and the Shrine work). T had

questioned things almost from my beginnings in Masonry, not that

| was skeptical, hl.!t because 1 wanted so much to leam and to

zundemi;lj?di‘l wns:d t satisfied just to sit through it, say it and get it

wer with: I wanted to fearn. Masonry was givin meani

life, and | wanted 1o grasp it all. s HE
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WHAT 1S A CONWANT

I remembered & question that occurred 1o me during one of the
very first lectures [ heard. It was about Masonic origins and the
lecturer said that the name “Blue Lodge™ came from “our ancient
brethren who met on the high hills and low vales at night, meeting
under the starry canopy of Heaven,” the blue sky, The lecture went
on to say that the ancient brethren set guards “to keep off cowans
and eavesdroppers.”

My mind grabbed onto the word “cowan,” as| had never heard
it before. After the meeting 1 asked the Tiler (the officer in the
Lodge responsible for guarding the door and keeping cowans and
other “profane” persons out of the hall) what a cowan is. Since it
was his duty to keep them out, | assumed that he would know what
they were,

He looked puzzled, and finally said, “I think itis ano-good bum.”
So 1 asked about a dozen other men (including all the officers) the
same question that night and no one could tell me what a cowan is.

Many years later 1 finally leamed that it is an old term for an
untrained builder of walls who hadn't the knowledge of stone
masonry and who in the middle ages could be found eavesdropping
on meetings of builders” guilds, trying to leam their secrets.

This questioning became a pattem in my life as a Mason. It
sometimes got me in trouble but it also made me a much better-
informed Mason than most. Had anyone asked me, when [ was
Worshipful Masier, what a “cowan™ was, [ could have answered
the question, But no one ever asked.

THE JUNIOR WARDEN LEAVES THE
LOOGE

While I was Worshipful Master the man who was Junior Warden
asked me one day about the Bible. He pointed out that in the ritual
we sty that the Bible is a “rule and guide for faith and practice”™ and
that it teaches that the Christian God is the only true one and that
Jesus is the only means of salvation.

Yet. he reminded me, we teach in the Lodge that all religions are
valid. He pointed out to me that there is a contradiction there and
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asked me to explain it 1o him. When I couldn't do it he left the
Lodge and renounced _h-{asmry. I thought he was a bit extreme but
never forgot the question. This man had been a dedicated Mason
and a hard worker in the Lodge, only two chairs away from being
Worshipful Master. He left it all for Jesus and the Bible.

(MORE QUESTIONS WITHhOUT
ANSWERS

With the closing of my year as Worshipful Master I returned
the work in the Sl:mtls.h Rite with all my might. | studied more :lnl'
the degrees, studied the references in “Morals and Dogma™ and
other sources and continued 10 ask guestions. As before, my
qwﬂum continued to be met with annoyed silence or advice to

Stop I:ﬂkmg questions that have no answer und just follow the
Ritual.” 1 asked so many questions the Secretary finally had a
special meeting of the officers to deal with the “problem” I was
creating.

When they told me that my questions had no answers and tha
should be satisfied just to follow the books, I said my piece. | ID:;
that body of officers that | believed the answers were there but that
no Fg:.u cared enough to find them.,

For example, | wanied to know why we were called “Scottish™
Rite, when the degrees and the system originated in France. “Why
not call it the French Rite?" | asked. Again there was no answer.
and the conference concluded with, “Just stick 10 the Ritual and
stop frying to write your own opinions into the system, It s
SEDHISI?. no matter what anyone else may say.”

In spite of the special meeting's conclusions, several of the
officers approached me later and asked how | had learned these
!hmgs that were so disturbing. | gladly shared with them my
irefutable Mamnu. sources and they seemed to be taking it all in.
But it didn’t change anything. Their interest was only mild and
temporary. They had no real desire 1o know the truth.

, I hegnn to realize that there are two classes of Masons: one that
Just sits through the meetings; and the other that does the work, but

Just keeps to the Ritual and : i
sianding, memorizes or reads it without under-

I really didn't fit into cither category but was still blind to the
Bible and its truth. So I kept on asking. | continued searching for
answers in the degrees and other writings of the Masonic anthon-
ties.

A KNIGHT COMMANDER OF THE
COURT OF NONOR

In spite of the fact that I was “making waves” with all my
questioning and seeking for understanding, | continued to make
real progress in the Rite and to accumulate honors and recognition,
There is a special honor, beyond the 32nd Degree, called “Knight
Commander of the Courtof Honor * (K.C.C.H.). With the lifetime
title goes a special red cap with the K.C.C.H. emblem.]t wis a
happy day when I was notified that I had been selected (by the 33ed
Degree representatives) to receive this high honor.

In order to receive the K.C.C.H. it was necessary for me to travel
to a distant city. Since Bonnie was working she was not able to go
along, so Mike said he would go with me. We were given time off
from our jobs (o make the trip (our superiors were pleased about it
all) even though it wasn't necessary for Mike 10 go. We took the
train to the Conclave, and it was a pleasant trip. | was excited and
Mike was happy for me.

There was a great deal of drinking at the Conclave and it bothered
me. “Why must we always do somuch drinking?” | asked mysell,
but had no answer. | enjoyed a little drinking and did it regulardy.
But it bothered me that there was always so mich of it and that it
played such a major role in the Masonic life. I received the Honor
and we enjoyed a banquet after the ceremony. The next morming
there was a mecting in the Lodge Hall and a lecture was given by
the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Florida, a very prominent

Mason. | felt honored by all of it

That afternoon Mike and | took the train back home. As we
reflected on it all, he said that he hoped he could become a
K.C.C.H. someday and I said that was my hope also. Bonmie was
glad 1o sec me, was proud of the honor I had received, and thought
I looked distinguished in my snappy new red cap.
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A RELIGIOUS BELIEE AT LAST

It was time again (o be getting ready for Reunion and there was
much to be prepared as I was now working in four degrees at once.
As | studied more and more, | saw with increasing clarity that
Masonry teaches that whatever a man sincerely and conscien-
tiously believes istruth, and that all religions are of equal worth and
validity. Thus, Jesus Christ is reduced 1o the level of the other
“exemplars” such as Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius, Pythagoras
and Emmanuel Swedenborg.

Albert Mackey wrote (in The Masonic Ritualist), “Thus the
trestleboard (blueprint for life) of the Jew is the Old Testament, of
the Mohammedan the Koran; the Veda Scriptures of Hinduism and
the writings of Baha-ullah are just as good as the Word of the
Christians” God, for the fact i$ that all religions are never as good
as the pure teachings of Freemasonry.”

Albert Mackey. that eminent Masonic leader and philosopher
wha believed that all the religions of man are of equal validity, but
are inferior 10 the “pure teachings of Masonry,” also believed in
reincamation. As a matter of fact, Mackey believed that in one of
his previous lives on earth he had been Jacques DeMolay, the
medieval soldier crusader who was burmed at the stake in France
for betraying the faith and victimizing pilgrims in the Holy Land.'

A SCRIOUS CONTRADICTION

Of course, there are immediate problems here because many of
these religious systems that are “all correct” or of “equal validity™
claim 10 be the only valid and correct one. So it becomes obvious
that they cannot all be “right” or of equal validity. But my mind was
not prepared 1o see this serious contradiction. | accepted this idea
that it doesn’t really matter what you believe as long as you are
sincere. To undergird and hold together this unsubstantial assort-
ment of contradictory beliefs, there was the theory of reincama-
tion.

As Mike and | finished up the degree work in still another
Reunion, we discussed the lecture he gave in the 25th Degree and
the one | gave in the 32nd Degree. Neither of us had ever studied
the Bible. No one had ever witnessed 1o us plainly about Jesus as

i ind the truth about
the Redeemer, and so we decided that we would t‘ _
religion in the degrees. Mike had been a Catholic in Smtlm:l but
had left all that behind when he came to America. He said, “l don't
want any more to do with Christianity.

WE E(MBRACE REINCARNATION

With the de work and other Masonic writings as our Source,
we f;nlly dtcgur;d that the truth lay in reincamation and that if we
would try to live a good life now, be good to our brother Maw:m
help the sick and atiend to good deeds in general, when we died we
would enter the nexi life on a higher plane — just like going
through a deor. However, if we did not try to live right tmd do well
inthis life, then we could expect to go through that door into a lower
form of life, perhaps as a barbanian in r.lhr: Dm?; Ages, Or a poor
wretch living in ignorance and poverty in the Far East.

We remembered, for example, the exemplification of the 31st
degree. In this degree the candidate, as a typical man who has just
died, is defending his life before the pods and goddesses .af Egypt.
The candidate tells of his good works in his just-ended life and of
his hope for a better incamation in the next. As the candidate tells
of each work he has done, one of the Egyptian deities drops a stone
into the panof a scale. As the last stone is dropped into the panh}'
the god Anubis (a man with a ram's heafg}. the :f..-:alc tips and Osins
and Isis, who are presiding, say, “Weighed in the balance and
found wanting.” The candidate listens then as the Soul Dfm
symbol of immortality, is brought bcfﬂ}‘l: thc Chamber l;_:[ |
and he learns that he must improve in his next life in order to

advance in the cycle of reincamation.

A DUAL COMMITMENT

So we decided to accept the docirine of reincamation and made
a dual commitment. We made a commitment 10 the concept as a
religious belief, We also made a commitment to one another todo
the best we could in this life 5o as 1o be together on a higher plane
in the next. We examined all the evidence at our disposal, made a
decision, and then a sincere commitment 1o Iry to live up to It




86 A Religion ar Last

Mike and | thought that somehow, by accepting reincamation
and doing the best we could, we would someday find ourselves
together in that “Grand Lodge on High." e

an'nmc really didn’t sgree with us conceming reincamation but
didn’t say much about it. She seemed to know something, way
down deep, that we didn't know. But she didn't object to our
de;:smn and commitment and we pressed on.

last, I had a religion of my own! I had the religi
_ m gion of Mas
{gtmlﬁg}g;an Myts_lcfy Religion of Isis and Osiris) with its un::::r:
rine of reincamation and the Lodge real i
enough religion for me.” bl i

"The Order of Demolay, Masamic organization for bo
_ X v ey Ve 1o enter the
Ladge, is named for Jagues DeMolay, regarded in Masonic rradition ax a hero.

ThE
GATHERING
STORM

With a religion of my own, at last, | entered into a period of four
satisfying years, It was a time of steady, single-m inded work and
accomplishment, a stable period of progress. In my work in the
Scottish Rite, especially, they were years of fulfillment. But with
the satisfaction of the work and the leaming, there were some
disappointments and a measure of disillusionment,

DISAPPONTMENT IN THE SHRINT

Soon after becoming a K.C.CH., 1 spoke to the Illusnous
Potentate of the Shrine about the possibility of my “moving up™ 10
the office of Mustrious Potentate. 1 was working in the Shrine as
much as my responsibilities in the Scottish Rite and Blue Lodge
would allow. As a matter of fact, | was one of the hardest workers
in our Shrine Lodge. Ihad become one of that committed few upon
whom the Potentate depended to keep things going. Every OFgani-
zation. it seems, has such people who do most of the work,

you TONT QUALIEY
When | told him 1 was interested in becoming “Hlustrious
Potentate” someday (this office, like that of Worshipful Master in
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the Blue Lodge, is held for only one year), 1 thought he would be
pleased — that he would encourage me to seek it.

Instead, he looked at me a moment and then said, “Jim, you can
never expect to be Ilustrious Potentate in the Shrine. The office
requires someone with more money and a nicer house than you
have. This office requires entertaining visiting Potentates and
other important people and you would not be able to do that
properly. You may as well forget it.”

This really ook me by surprise and it hurt my feelings. Once
again, | saw a sharp contrast between the seriousness and depth of
the Blue Lodge and Scottish Rite and the shallow, social and public
relations emphases of the Shrine.

THE ALL-STAR [FOOTBALL GAME

Another disappointment came as | continued to work hard in the
Shrine. I was appointed 1o a demanding und responsible job in
connection with the All-Star Football Game we sponsored in order
to raise money to build and operate our burm centers and hospitals
for children. T was responsible for all arrangements for lodging,
feeding and entertaining the coaches, players and others involved
in putting on the game itself.

1 was saddened and disillusioned by the vast amount of money
that was spent on accommodations and entertainment for all these
people, rather than going into the hospitals themselves. It really
troubled me. But 1 so0n leamed that there was nothing 1 could do
about it. Sol just did my job and took comfort in the money that did
o into the building and operation of the hospitals. But | couldn't
forgel it and it continued to trouble me.

MASTER OF ALL SCOTTISH RITE
BODIES

I went on working diligently in the Scottish Rite degrees, leam-
ing more and more about the “Old Religion™ that had become my
own, and believing that I was growing spiritually. During the next
four years I continued to work in still more degrees, to make
occasional waves by asking questions (which still went largely
unanswered) and to gather recognition and honors.
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By the end of this time 1 had become, in succession, Master of all
four of the Scottish Rite Bodies and served as such with success
and satisfaction. | had become, without seeking t© he.rthe man
generally looked upon as the outstanding leader in the Rite — the
one most likely 1o “really amount 1o wmi:_thmg.

Except for all my questioning and seeking for knowledge and
understanding, 1 maintained harmonious and friendly Tl?lmn-
ships with all in the system. 1 was a linle *I'hard—nuﬁcd m my
insistence on getting the job done, maintained a no-nonsense
attitude about the work and demanded excellence of those work-
ing with me. But it was all positive, except for a few lazy ones |
wouldn’t tolernte, and the results were consistently good.

By becoming Master of all four Bqdign | had accomplished
something seldom done. | felt good thinking of how much | had
learned in the process and had satisfaction, both in the sense of jobs
well done and of growing in my religion. T had my roots down deep

in the “Ancient Mystery Religions,” was depending upon reincas-
nation and my good works to eventually get me into that Celestial
Lodge on High™ and | was growing rapidly in terms of mv_pmmb.l-
ity and accomplishment in the Lodge. | felt good about it all, and
wondered how it could be any better. | soon found out.

GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS

Fall Reunion was a hard but good one with a large class of
candidates coming through. At the end of Reunion [ was told that
1 was being considered for the 33rd Degree.

The 33rd Degree! This was almost 1o good to be reall 1 was
K.C.C.H. and Past Master of all Scottish Rite Bodies and that was
alot of success and honor for one who had been an abandoned little
boy. The thought that | might also be given the 33rd Degree made

WML
m'{hfﬁrz Dl:pw cannot be eamed or bought. Asamatier of faqL
it cannot even be sought, for to ask for or seek it means automatic
and permanent disqualification for the honor. z.

The Supreme Council of the 33rd Degree, seated in Washington,
D.C. at the House of the Temple, reaches down and selects those
it chooses. Except for a seat on the Supreme Coungil itself, this




honor is the end of the line — there is none higher. Not only that,
I had been a K.C.C_H. for only four years, A man cannol even be
considered for the 33rd Degree until he has been a K.C.C.H. four
years. | was being considered for the 33rd in the minimum time!

I was told that in about six months | would be notified as to
whether | would actually be granted the 33rd. | thought, even if |
were not selected, what an honor it was even to be considered!

Along with this almost unbelievably good news | began to notice
a problem in my work and increasing difficulty on the job. In my
work with the Port Authority | needed to be able 1o see names and
numbers of ships and boats at a distance. Rather quickly, this
became a problem. No matter how hard I tried, | noticed I could not
read the names and numbers clearly from a distance as had always
been able to do.

Thinking I only needed to get some glasses that would solve the
problem, | went to see an optician. He examined me und said he had
bad news for me. He couldn’t help me with the problem by
prescribing glasses for distant vision. As a matter of fact, he said
that he couldn’t help me at all. He said that | had a progressive
cataract developing on my left eye und would need 1o see a

A DOCTOR WITH SKMPLE GOOD
NEWS

1 went home and told Bonnie what had happened. She said she
knew of an ophthalmologist she could recommend. This doctor
had helped a lady she knew and she felt that he was the one | should
see. This recommendation of Bonnie's was perhaps the most
important turning point in my life. Of course 1 had no way of
knowing it at the time. Simply doing what seemed the logical thing
at the time, and with not the slightest inkling of the importance of
what I was doing, I called his office and made an appointment.

A BOLD DIAGNOSIS

When the day arrived I went to the doctor’s office. My time came
and | went into the examining room to wait for my pupils to dilate.
The doctor came in, spoke with me briefly and began to examine
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my eyes, In what seemed 1o be a very short time, he completed _his
examination and then proceeded to give me a bold and startling
diagnosis. :

T?n's man looked as if he were looking right through me for a
moment and then said, “Mr. Shaw, it is true. You do have a
developing cataract on your left eye, and there is onc coming on
your right eye also; but while your physical vision 1s bad, that isn’t
your real problem. Your real problem is with your spiritual
vision.” : .

| sat there feeling a strange kind of emotional impact, wondering
what he meant. ‘

Before I could ask, he spoke again with I’I':?samc powerful
simplicity and asked, “Mr. Shaw, are you saved: +

Ttl:is time 1 did reply, and I asked him, “Saved from what?"”

He said, “1 mean, have you ever received the Lord '.'I:sus Christ
a5 your Savior and made Him the Lord of your life?

By this time | was regaining my usual ability to carry on such
verbalexchanges and, with a religious haughtiness nsing up within
me. I said to him, “Sir, 1 know more about religion than you do —
as a mater of fact | know more about religion than most people will
ever know!"

But he was neither impressed nor taken aback by my_pruuf!
declaration. Without taking his eyes from mine or changing l';‘f
expression he asked me, “ But what do you know about salvation’

Suddenly | had no more spirit for this exchange. I slcnm:!‘ﬂm'f I
was up against something very powerful, and said quietly, 1 will
think it over and let you know" and left as quickly as | could.

e 1S A RELIGIOUS ['_'ANAI'JC"

1 left the doctor's office and went to my boss’s office. Fknew that
I had a serious problem with my eyes and thought that [ may have
another problem of a different kind — one that I definitely didn’t
understand. LES

I asked my boss if I could take a two-week !ea?w:. Hc said, 15un:.
Jim" and 1 went home to call my half-brother in Indianapolis. He
wiis & Mason also, and | thought he might give me some advice. [




told him what had happened, what the doctor had said, and he
quickly gave me his opmion.

“That man is a religious fanatic,” be told me. “You take the nex
plane her;hn;l;::;::,nmt you at the airport. Then I'll take you 1o
see my o gist.,” The next plane left at 9 o'clock the
following morning and I was on it.

“GO BACK hOME AND DO
WPATEVER he TELLS you”

“When Larrived in Indianapolis my half-brother was waiting. He
told me that I'had an appointment with his doctor for the next day
and 1ook me to his home 1o rest and wait. The following day the
doctor there examined me and then asked me where [ lived. I told
him where I lived, and also what the other doctor had said aboutmy
eyes (I didn’t mention what the other man had said about my
spiritual vision).

He replied, “1 will look the man up in our Register.”

When he came back into the examining room Ifemjd tome, “Mr.
Shaw, you have the very best medical facilities available to you in
Florida, and [_hc doctor who examined you there is one of the very
::rs:. .'f"’ advice to you is to go straight home and do whatever he

My brother wasn't at all pleased. | was feeling a strange combi-
nation of dread and excited anticipation. There seemed 10 be no
alternative except to do as he said, But whar, 1 wondered, would
that strange and intense doctor in Florida tell me to do?

INCREASING KNOWLEDGE AND
GROWING DISCOMEORT
Back home, | made another appointment and weni to see the
doctor. There was an unexpected complication: I had an infection
in my eyelids. He said that he would not be able to operate for at
least six weeks. So [ returned (o work and went each week for the
next six weeks o be treated for the infection. Each time when |
wenl 1o see th:'duuur for examination and treatment, he spoke to
me about God’s plan of salvation and my need of Jesus as my
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personal redeemer. He spoke to me about the Lord and guoted
verses of Scripture.

SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

His speaking to me this way no longer offended me, The verses
of Scripture he quoted seemed to go way down inside of me. Some
of them seemed to explode down there, stirring things | could
neither describe nor understand. 1 decided that 1 would look up the
verses he spoke of and read them for myself. The more I thought
of it the more strongly 1 wanted to do it.

I had no Bible 1o read except for the big one on the coffee table.
Bonmie had bought it when we were married and said that it would
be our “family Bible.” But it had lain there all those years without
being read. At last it was opened and | began to look up the verses
the doctor quoted and read them in their context. They sounded
good as | read them. 1 would go back and read some of them again
and again.

As the weeks passed 1 would sometimes wake up in the night
thinking about one of the verses, get up and go into the living room
to read it from that big Bible. The Scriptures definitely spoke to me
— toneeds deep within me. | noticed that they continued to speak
to me, reverberating with meaning, no matter how many times |
had read them. Those Bible verses were different from anything |
had ever read before. They seemed alive.

There was adefinite conflict going on within me as the Scriptures
collided in my understanding with the teachings of the Masonic
authorities and philosophers. I could feel the clouds swirling in my
mind and was vaguely troubled, but didn't try 1o understand it. T
just continued to read the big Bible in the living room, listen to the
doctor as he witnessed to me, and do my Lodge work as well as |

possibly could.

THE SCRIPTURES WERE SO SKDPLE!

I didn't try to sort it all out or understand it. But I did notice
something that became clearer and clearer. In addition to the
strange “life” | sensed in the Scriptures, | noticed how sintple their
message was compared with the complexity of the Masonic writ-
mgs.
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THhE CONFLICT COMES INTO [OCUs

| had the surgery on my left eye and it was successful, With new
glasses | could see well with that eye and after two weeks | went
back to work. The operation on the right eye was scheduled o be
done in six months. As surely as my vision was coming into ¢learer
focus quFr the surgery, so was the conflict between the teachings
of the Bible and the teachings of Masonry. | was increasingly
aware of this in general terms, but it became clear in specifics when
I gave the 32nd Degree Lecture at the next Coronation,

ONE OR The OTHER WAS WRONG
I had been understudy for some time to the judge who gave the

Lecture of the 32{1:! Degree before | began to é,ivf it mngll‘, I had
heard it or given it many, many times and knew it well. Reunion
was coming up, and Mike and I were making preparations, |
Erudritﬂ all of my work thoroughly — the 32nd Degree Lecture with
particular care. As | studied the lecture, and when | delivered it to
r]:nc new :.:lmfs of 32nd Degree Masons, 1 saw that there was a
significant difference here. | saw for the first time how different
from the teachings of the Bible was the lecture, this summing up
of all the Masonic teachings the men had gone through in working
up to this climactic degree. There was a difference there — one that
m;.lll::“mh: reconciled and [ saw it clearly.

Either “Old Religions” and the teachings of Masonry are
right and the Bible is wrong, or the Bible is ﬁg}u and Lhe‘r?‘[}ld
I@chgmm:" and Masonic teachings are wrong. Both could not be
right. It was, T now saw clearly, that simple.

ON A COLLISION COURSE WITH A
choIcE

With this fundamental conflict now clearly in focus in m
understanding, I saw the long-range implications of it all. Musmr;
taught salvation by works, depending on one’s own “virtuous life”
to redeem him. The Bible teaches salvation by grace, depending on
the perfect life of Jesus and His atoning death for us. Masonry
feaches that Jesus is no greater than the other “exemplars” of
history (such as Mohammed, Buddah, Aristotle or Joseph Smith),
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and was neither divine nor inspired. The Bible teaches that Jesus
i< God the Son, that He has always existed. and that no man can be
reconciled to God the Father except through Him. ' There is a
choice to be made here—1 saw this clearly—and | was on a
collision course with that choice.

SEERING THE COUNSEL OF OTHERS

Seeing clearly the conflict and the choice it demanded, | began,
discreetly, to seek the counsel of others. 1 spoke with Bonnie and
Mike about it, and with a few other close friends, l even went o see
the Methodist preacher who had lent me the book of John Wesley's
prayers when 1 was made Chaplain of the Lodge of Perfection. He
really wasn't much help. He was not a zealous Mason and scldom
attended Lodge meetings, but had no intention of leaving the
Lodge altogether. He wasn't going to make that kind of trouble for
himself? No one seemed to understand as clearly as 1 did. Bonnie
came close, but none of them really saw the conflict and the choice
it demanded, probably because they had not been reading the
Scriptures as | had.

THE LIGHT BREAKRS THROUGH

During one of my regular visits to the doctor after the operation
on my left eye, 1 was sitting in one of his examination rooms,
waiting for him to come to check me. [ am very much inclined to
read whenever I must wait, no matter how brief the waiting period.
so | looked around to see what was in there that 1 might read until
he came. There was not a thing in that room to read, except a Bible.

I picked it up, opened it to Johns Gospel, and began to read again
some of the verses | had read so many times in chapters one, three
and four. Then, tuming over to chapter six, I began to read verses
I had not read before.

My eyes seemed to move quickly over the words of Jesus: “l am
the bread of life; he that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he
that believeth on me shall neverthirst...him that cometh tome I will
in no wise cast out_..and this is the will of him that sent me, that
every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have
everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.”
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Th" I"IEY DOC.IS THIS R,ELLLY CRuUe?™
enmy eyes beheld verse 47, “Verily, verily, 1
th.;: believeth on.me hath everlasting ]ﬁ—ﬂ,f SETSLIR .

spite of all the verses and passages of Scripture | had alread
read, and for reasons probably known only 1o God, this “my
reached d-!:}'ﬁ-ﬂlll!.ﬂll:h me and grabbed my hean. | was staggered
with the simplicity of what it said and the power of what it did to
me. Trumpet fanfares inside my head could not have more cffec-
tively locked my attention on that simple verse, or more clearly
shown its importance to me. It was doing powerful things, both in
m:*:c heart and in my understanding,

ould it really be true,” I wondered, “that it ¢
xi!;glﬁauld this really be true?” e ki

ithout thinking about courtesy or ety i .
office, I called out loudly, “H:y.}lrJucF!lTP" N et
_\’f"h:u,aﬂi_:fa few seconds, he looked into the room where I was
Hmﬁ;k pﬁul:d to that verse and asked, “Is this really true?”

at the page, read the verse my finger was -l

“Sure. Yes, Jim, of course it's true.” ¥ SIS S

THIS TADE IT WAS REAL

Wnnmhuhcmcxpnwdlnbtmmicmli i ilosoph
with all its confusion, doubt and dmhkmtk.glfgrnx ;ﬁ; as | huj:i'
been, it is hard to believe the simple truth when finall y confronted
with it — even the living truth of the Bible.

After being really convinced of the truth of the “Old Religion™
and the doctrine of reincamation, after believing and teaching
others that Jesus was neither divine nor unigue, it is not at all simple
orEﬁ :: nu:';::pl h».le h;;cr:nlh h“::l bl-:c: is divine and unique.

_ i or n quoting Scri
nearly six months, and | had been stugying L‘?:H:m nl:;l;;f' lr?mn::hr::;
be;ntnt::ch cuni‘u.t:ior:l within me about it all,
ut the supermatural power of the words of i
their work within me and the simple truth uf?hc;: I::drstb?n;'::lgg:::?
broke through the clutter of tangled concepls in my mind,

The li .
S ﬂ:f::ll of Truth suddenly broke through the fog of confusion
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It was TRUE! It was really that simple and it was TRUE! I had
told Dot on occasion before that 1 believed the verses he spoke of,
but 1 really hadn't. Much of that time | had been playing mind
games with him. Now | did — | really did! This time 1 wasn’t
playing any mind games: this time it was real.

SOMETHING INSIDE (M CHANGED

With the realization that the simple message of John 6:47 is true,
adark power within me was broken, a door in my heart opened and
light came flooding into me. 1 felt an overwhelming sense of
gladness and sadness — a rush of mixed emotions swirling within
me.
I didn't try to interpret what | was feeling, but it was definitely a
breakthrough of truth. I really knew it was truth and I was never the
same again. Something inside me had changed, something that
opened my eyes 1o truth and error, and the change was permanent.
T would see things differently from that day on.

AN OPERATION. A PRAYER AND A
PURRICANE

The time came for me to have the second operation, the one to
remove the cataract on my right eye, and I went back into the
hospital confident that it would tum out as well as the first one. |
wasn't worried at all, When the operation was over and [ was back
in my room, someone came in and took me by the hand.

I couldn't see, for both eyes were bandaged. When | asked him
who he was, he said that he was the doctor’s pastor.

He said, *Mr. Shaw, | just came from the operating room. The
doctor always prays for his patients, and he and I prayed for you —
before and afier the surgery.”

His words penetrated clear to the center of me and shook my
emotions loose. | had never before, to my knowledge, had anyone
really pray for me, never, and 1 choked on the significance of it.

When | could speak again | said to him, “Sir, as soon as | get out
of the hospital and am able, T will be at your church,”

He squeezed my hand and left me to think about it all. It was an
overwhelming experience but definitely a good one.
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Before my recuperation was complete a hurricane proac
- - n hﬂ
and the hospital authorities were asking all patients whupwcm able
1o leave 1o do so. | was making much more rapid recovery than had
been expected, so | called Bonnie und asked her to come £el me.
As 1he'dmvc me home, 1 1old her that although people from the
doctor’s church had visited me and had prayed for me, not one
:;:nn from the Lodge had been there 10 see me. She told me that
tl'u:sl:tnd anncéummt 1o the Ermmm Star members that | was having

rgery. Butnot a one of them had ]
e come. The contrast was clear
The physical hurricane that was i

ne approaching was paralleled, if
gfo:::ccmdnd, by the spiritual and emotional one buildl:nug up inside

[
"See Appendix A, “Masonic Docirine Versus Christian Doctrine.”

INTO ThC
LIGHCT

The hurricane came and went without any harm to us. But the one
within me continued to gather force. It scemed strange, from my
point of view, for all the people around me seemed calm, Even the
doctor wits no longer speaking much to me about the Lord, for |
wasn't seeing him regularly. Bonnie was quietly supportive, but
we really didn't say much about it. Mike and my other friends went
on with life. It was “business as usual” around me, but definitely

not that way inside of me.

THE DIGHEST (MASONIC DEGREES

Easter was approaching and one quiet morning I was at home
recuperating from the second operation when the doorbell rang. It
was a special delivery letter from the Supreme Council in
Washington, notifying me that | had been selected for the 33nd
Degree.

I could hardly believe it was true! This honor is one most Masons
never even think of receiving. It was just too much, too far ot of
reach, beyond limits of reality, It was unreal to think [ had actually
been selected. It was an honor just to be considered for this ultimate
degree and | had actually been selected, chosen by that small and
powerful group, the Supreme Council of the 33rd Degree.

I called Bonnie to share the good news with her. In talking with
her, | surprised myself by asking her if she thou ght 1 should accept
it.
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“What a strange thing to ask her,” I thought. But before I could
contemplale it she said, “Why, sure vou should nceeptit. You have
worked so hard for so long to get there — by all means you should
accept i.”

So | retumed my acceplance immediately and began making
plans for the trip.

1{MADE IT ON my ONWN

With pleup* of time to reflect, 1 thought about my long climb up
the mountam of Masonry in search of light. I thought about the
udds_i agamstanyone’s ever making it to the 33rd Degree, | realized
thatin my case the odds had been even greater. I had made it by hard
work and dedication alone. Some men have an edge on selection
because of their wealth, political power or prominence. | had none
of these.

!..er the day 1 had carried the man all the way to the top of “Shaw
Hill” between Camp Butner and Raleigh, I had made it to the top
of the Masonic mountain because | was willing to make the effort
required and refused to quit. Thinking of this, | felt particularly
good about it and wished my mother could know.

Ihad come a long way since leaving the front gate that terrible day
somany years ago. | had come the distance with no help from Uncle
lrvin. Who would have thought that the lonely walk, begun so
many years ago by that frightened little 13-year-old boy, would
have led to this point? [ had reached the pinnacle — made it all the
wgy o u; top.

ome of the most prominent and influential men in the world
would undoubtedly be there to participate when T was given this
ultimite degree — for me — little Jimm ¥ Shaw, who had gone 1o
work at age five and made it alone since age 13, They would be

mm‘ to give the 33rd Degree to me. It was really a bit difficult to
take it all in.

3 'DA}?S AT THhe MOUNTAIN Top
In order 1o receive the 33rd Degree it was necessary to go o

Washington, D.C. The initiation and related functions were 1o last
three days.
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Since Bonnie could participate in practically none of the things
I would be doing each day, she decided not to go along. We were
both excited as 1 made preparations to leave. But I was not as
excited as | expected to be. The edge was taken off the excitement
because, in me, it was mixed with a considerable amount of
conviction. Way down deep there was a growing restlessness, an
increasing conflict, produced by the things the doctor had‘ been
sharing and by all the Scripture | had been reading. Preparing to
receive this “ultimate honor™ was not as thrilling as it might
otherwise have been.

ARRIVING AT THE hOUSE OF THE

ceEMmpLE

1 flew into Washington National Airport and took a taxi 1o the
House of the Temple on Northwest 16th Street. Upon amiving at
the Temple T was met by a receptionist who asked if 1 were there
toreceive the 33rd Degree. | was surprised to find a woman in those
sacred Masonic precincts, but said that [ was and showed her my
letter from the Supreme Council. She then told me that in order to
receive the degree, | would be expected to make a “minimum
donation” of a very large amount of money (at least it was a “very
large” amount for me). This took me completely by surprise for
there had not been a word about any such “minimum donation™ in
the letter sent me by the Supreme Council. I didn’t carry that much
money with me and had left my checkbook at home but was able
to borrow the money from one of the other men and gave it to her.
We candidates were all unhappy about this unpleasant surprise and
grumbled to one another about it, but were not unhappy enough to
forsake the degree over it. We were (oo close to the “top of the
mountain”™ 1o twm back at that point.

THE TEMPLE ITSELE
The House of the Temple is quite impressive — a bit awesome,
really. Standing large, grey and silent on the east side of Northwest
16th Street, between “R™ and “S" Streets, it looms very wide and

tall from the curb. There is a huge expanse of granite pavement in
front of it, including three levels of narrowing steps as the entrance
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15 approached. Flanking the entrance are two Sphinx-like granite
lions with women s heads, the neck of one entwined by a cobra and
decorated with the “ankh” (the Egyptian symbol of life and deity).

Adoming the neck and breast of the other is an image of a woman,
symbolic of fertility and procreation. In the pavement, just in front
of the tall bronze doors, are two Egyptian swords with curved, ser-
pentine blades and, between the two swords, brass letters, set into
stone, saying, “The Temple of the Supreme Council of the Thirty-
Third and Last Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.”

Over the tall, bronze doors, cut into the stone, is the statement,
“Freemasonry Builds Its Temples in the Hearts of Men and Among
Nations.™ '

High above the entrance, partially concealed by stone columns,
is an elaborate image of the Egyptian sun god, backed with
radiating sun and flanked by six large, golden snakes.

Inside is elegance: polished marble, exotic wood, gold and statu-
ary, There are offices, a library, dining room, kitchen, Council
Room, “Temple Room™ and a large meeting room. This room is
like a luxurious theater, rather eleganily fumished and decorated.

The ceiling is dark blue, with lights set into it to give the
appearance of stars, These lights can even be made to “twinkle”
like stars in the sky. There is a stage, well-equipped, and it is all
very nicely done. But the thing that is most noticeable is the way
the walls are decorated with serpents. There are all kinds; some
very long and large. Many of the Scottish Rite degrees include the
representation of serpents and | recognized them among those
decorating the walls.

It was all most impressive and gave me a strange mixture of the
sensations of being in a temple and in a tomb — something sacred
but threatening. [ saw busts of outstanding men of the Rite includ-
ing two of Albert Pike, who is bunied there in the wall.

INTERVIEWED BY THE SUPREME

COuUNCIL

The first day was devoted to registration, briefings and inter-
views. We were called into one of the offices, one at a time, and
interviewed by three members of the Supreme Council.

When my turn came | was ushered into the ﬂfﬁ“; nnd seated. TI':E
first question 1 was asked was, “OFf what religion are you?
vﬂcnrr long t?cfure this | would have answered wuh s::_-n'iﬂhmg like.
“1 believe the Ancient Mysteries, the “Old I}chgm. and I believe
in reincamation.” However, without lhig:gg at .ﬂl about how o
answer, | found myself saying. “l am a stian.”

Then, to my surprise and theirs, 1 asked of them, “Are you men
born again?” The man in charge quickly stopped me by saying.
“We're not here to talk about that — we are here to ask you

uestions.” ,

3 After they sent me back out I satdown and thought about it. When
the next man came out, | asked him, “Did they ask you if you are
a Christian?” He said, “Yes, they did.” ey

“What did you tell them?” | ﬂ.“ikBﬁL and he replied, *1 told them

‘Hell no, and 1 never intend 1o be!™ sy Selgl =

Then he said a strange thing tome, “They said I'm going higher,

and he left through a different door, looking pleased.

BECOMING A SOVEREIGN GRAND
INSPECTOR GENCRAL

The second day was the day of the actual initiation. held in the
theater-like meeting room. Those of us who were receving the
degree were seated and the ceremony was “exemplified” (acted
out in full costume) before us, in the same way that we had
performed the lesser degrees of the Scoftish Rite all those years.
The parts in the exemplification were played by men of the 33rd
Degree. !

representative candidate was dressed in black trousers,
haTmthmd. Barcheaded and draped in a long, black robe that
reminded me of a very long, black raincoat. He had a black
cabletow around his neck but was not hoodwinked. Duning t}w
initiation he was led around the stage, conducted by two men with
swords, as the degree was performed for us. "
Instructions and signs were given, Upon the altar were foar “holy
books™ (the Bible, the Koran, the Book of the Law and the Hindu
Scriptures). At one point the “candidate™ was told to kiss the book
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“of your religion™ and, representing us all, he leaned forward and
did so. I remembered the First Degree initiation, when I was toid
tokiss the Bible, and at that moment something came full cycle, It
was the final such kiss to be a part of my life.

WINE IN A DUMAN SKULL

When it was time for the final obligation we all stood and
repeated the oath with the representative candidate. administered
by the Sovereign Grand Inspector General. We then swore true
allegiance to the Supreme Council of the 33rd Degree, above all
other alleginnces, and swore never to recogmize any other brother
as being a member of the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry unless he
also recognizes the supreme authority of “this Supreme Council.™

One of the Conductors then handed the “candidate™ a human
skull, upside down, with wine in it,

With all of us candidates repeating after him, he scaled the oath,
“May this wine I now drink become a deadly poison to me, as the
Hemlock juice drunk by Socrates, should 1 ever knowingly or
willfully violate the same” (the oath).

He then drank the wine. A skeleton (one of the brothers dressed
like one — he looked very convincing) then stepped out of the
shadows and threw his arms around the “candidate.” Then he (and
we) continued the sealing of the obligation by saving, *And may
these cold arms forever encircle me should 1 ever knowingly or
willfully violate the same."”

The Sovereign Grand Commander closed the meeting of the
Supreme Council “with the Mystic Number,” striking with his
sword five, three, one and then two times. Afier the closing prayer.
we all said “amen, amen, amen,” and it was over.

PROMINENT (MEN TOOK PART

There were some extremely prominent men there that day,
including a Scandinavian King, two former presidents of the
United States, an intemationally prominent evangelist, two other
intemationally prominent clergymen, and a very high official of
the federal government, the one who actually presented me with
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i of the 33rd Degree. Some made only brief appear-
Tnf:::l?ﬁ?tc;iﬂmymd much lnfgcr. However, they didn 't do much
mixing or socializing with us, except r‘urthw.: whom they Elmaﬁy
knew. Even though these celebrities weren't extremely “broth-
erly,” it was still quite an experience for me just 10 be associated
with them. It was easily the largest gathering of such prominentand
influential men of which [ have ever been a par. i

The third day there was a banquet to celebrale our I:ﬂ:cm:rmg
“Grand Inspectors General, 33rd Degree.” The banquet was a little
anticlimactic, at least for me, and I was anxious to gel it over WII!'I
so 1 could return home. It was good to be a 33rd at last. Butit wasn't
as exciting or fulfilling as | had thought it would be during all those
years inthe Craft, | guess this was because of the profound changes

[ within me.
ETEM::E soon as the 33rd Degree award and rclalwd
social functions were finished, for it was time for my next appoini-
ment with the doctor. After he had examined my eyes he said that
they were healing fine, that he felt good about the way they were
looking, and as usual he spoke with me about the Lord. I told him
that 1 planned 1o come to his church the next Sunday and that [ had
ing the Bible.

hﬁnﬁmxﬁ::}g plensed, he said, ‘Gmd Km:p studying, and your
sight will soon be much better.” By this tme T knew what he meant
— he was speaking of my spiritual sight.

(MALNDY THURSDAY

Scoitish Rite the Thursday before Easter, “Maundy Thurs-
du[':rl.!'hfs an important day. On this day we ulwgy,-s plert‘ammd a
Spl.-‘t"'lal service of Communion in the local Scottish Rite Temple.
At this ume | was Wise Master in the Cl}a!:liﬂrl of Rose Cr!;m and
it was my job to preside over the cxerr!pllhcnnnn {dramatization)
of the ceremony. 'had done this many times and was i‘t'nnwn formy
knowledge of the service and for “doing a good job™ of putting it
0.

THE WORDS PAD (MEANING NOW

On Thursday evening we gathered at our home Temple and
dressed for the ceremony. It was always a most solemn occasion



and scemed a little awesome, i
gty even to those of us who had done it
Dressed in long, black. hooded robes, we in, §i
with only our faces partly showing, and took our wﬂ:mgle %
.in":"" was mmh:ng very tomb-like about the setting, The
s;m ::c:e was broken only by the organ, playing moumfully in the
ground, and there was no light except for the little that came
mlhmug(ljlrt?:swmcdhﬂ?s, Afier the opening prayer (from which the
oy :;v ic:ﬂ was conspicuously excluded), | stood and
As I'had done so many times before, I said, “W i
+"We meet this day t
commemorate ﬂt:_dpalh of our *Most Wise and Perfect Mamgr :‘.
notas inspired ordivine, for this is not for us to decide, but asmt lulsl
th;gl;:;?l: of the apostles of mankind,"
5 e these words that | had spoken so many times before
I el astrange and powerful experience. It wasas if I{um standing
apant, listening 1o myself as 1 spoke, and the words echoed deep
within me, shouting their significance. They were the same words
I had spoken so many times before, but had meaning for me now
They made me sick, Titerally ill, and I stopped. i
The realization of what | had just said grew within me Iike the
rising of a crescendo. [ had just called Jesus an “apostle of
:ﬂh:‘l£ who was n::?rr tnspired nor divine! There was a silent
use that seemed to last a very long ti i i
mﬁuhlrring wrisid cry long tme as | struggled with a sick
n | was finally able, I continued with the service
: and
gathered around a large table across the room in marching m'd::
The table was long, shaped like a cross, and covered with a red
cloth which was decorated down the center with roses.

A BLACK COMXMUNION
Once we were assembled at the table, | elevared (li i
. {lifted high) th
plu:cufhmnd.tmknpmw.pulmyhmdnmhuhuuldcrnfﬂﬂiirm:

in front of me, i i i
o hungr;.:'s'e gave him the plate and said, “Take, eat, and give to

This continued until all had partaken of the bread.
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Then | lifted up the goblet of wine. took a sip. and said, “Take,
drink, and give to the thirsty.”

Again, this continued until all had partaken of the wine.

Then | took the bread, walked over to the first row of spectators
and served it 1o the man previously chosen for the honor of

representing the rest of the Lodge,
As 1 handed it to him 1 again said, “Take, eat, and give to the

hungry.”

In like manner | served the wine to him saying, “Take, drink, and
give 1o the thirsty,” and he sat down.

Afiter this we took our places at the table shaped like a cross and
sat down. The setting was dark, our long, sweeping robes were
solid black. our faces nearly concealed in the hoods, and the mood
was one of heavy gloom. The Christ-less prayers and the hymns we
sang fit right in. The one word that would describe the entire event
would be “black.” It was, indeed, a Black Communion — a strange

Black Mass.

EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLE

There was a large Menorah (candlestick with seven candlehold-
ers) in the center of the room, with seven candles now bumning.

Standing again, | said, “This is indeed a sad day, for we have lost
our Master. We may never see him again. He is dead! Moum, weep
and cry, for he is gone.”

Then | asked the officers to extinguish the candles in the large
Menorah. One by one they rose, walked to the center of the room,
extinguished a selected candle and lefi the room.

Finally, with only the center candle still buming, 1 arose, walked
sadly 1o the Menorah and extinguished the last candle — the candle
representing the life of Jesus, our “Most Wise and Perfect Master.”
We had dramatized and commemorated the snuffing out of the life
of Jesus, without once mentioning his name, and the scene ended
with the room in deep silent darkness. 1 walked out of the room,
leaving only the darkness and the stillness of death.

Once again, the single word best 1o describe it would be “black.”

All through the service | was shaking and sick. | have never felt
so sad. | had stumbled over the words but, somehow, I made it 1o
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the completion of the ceremony and went back to the dressing
room. I still didn 't know much about praying but felt that I had been
sustained by the Lord through it all.

ThE PINAL PARTING

Back in the dressing room we hung up our black. hooded robes,
put our street clothes hack on and prepared 1o leave. Less than two
hours had passed since 1 arrived. But what had happened in that
period of time had changed my life forever.

Still sick inmy heart, I changed clothes without a word to anyone.
The others asked me what was wrong. But I couldn’t reply.

They reminded me that I had acted as Wise Masterso many times
before, that I was known for my smooth performance of it, and they
asked what had gone wrong.

I'was choking on the awful reality of what we had said and done.
the way we had blasphemed the Lord, and the evil, black mockery
we had made of His pure and selfless death. With weeping welling
up within me, 1 could only shake my head in silence and walk out.

Mike was waiting forme at the door, expecting to get a ride home,
and he asked, “What's the marter, Jim? Are you sick?”

Finally able to speak, | quictly replied, “No, Mike, I'm just sick
of all this.”

“IT ISNT RIGHT*

I started down the wide steps in front of the large Scottish Rite
Temple, realization and conviction growing within me, reached
the bottom step and stopped. Tuming around, I looked back at the
huge, granite building and slowly studied the words, carved in the
stone across the top of the entrance: "ANCIENT AND AC-
CEPTED SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY."

Something came clearly into focus in my understanding and |
made a decision. This crisis point in my life. one which had
required so many years for me 1o reach, passed in seconds. The
truth was revealed and the choice was made — a choice that would
be the difference between darkness and light, death and life, one
that would fast for eterity. Looking up at those words T had walked
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under so many times, words of which Lhad been so proud, 1 spoke
to myself out loud. It was as if I were the only man in the world as
I heard myself say, slowly and deliberately, “Itisn rancient. it 1sn £
Scottish, it isn'r free, and it isn't right !

INTO THhE LIGHT

i ' ing that 1

[ turned away and walked into the parking lot, knowing t
would neverretum. As [ walked intothe deepenin Edurkncss n_f that
springtime night, [ was walking into the growing light of the living
God. As the natural darkness closed around me, the supematural
light welled up within me. With every step 1 took, as the Temple

behind me, 1 was more free. .

re:tled:ﬁ] nc:ﬂ:r return,” 1 thought with each step. “I will never

turn, | will never retum...” .
I1:'I'I-u: decision was made, the die was cast. From that might onward
I would serve the true and living God, not the Great fﬂ.‘mh:tm_ct of the
Universe. | would exalt and learn of Him, not Osiris, Ifirmhm or
Demeter. | would seek and follow Jesus, not the will-o0"-the-wisp
of “hidden wisdom.” ; _

| was walking, after such along time, out of the darkness and into
the light.

Footrote

1 i dth the Temple It adorms, o
"This statement is an inferesting conpradiction wil
wiell ;; with the thousands of other such Masonde vemples built around the World
ait @ total coxt of many billions of dellars.




WALKING IN
ThE LIGHC

I tried to explain to Mike that Thursday night, and told him
quietly but forcefully that | was mever going to retum to the Lodge.
He looked at me for a few seconds, trying to understand, but unable
o do so.

Then he said, *Alright, Jim, but what you need is a drink. Let’s
go get one,”

“Alright, Mike,” | replied, “but just one.” As we started for the
bar near where he lived, | said, “Idon’t think I'll have adrink, Mike.
I think I'll just have a soda with you.”

A FRIEND LOVETDH AT ALL TKMES

As we sat in the bar Mike continued to ask questions, trying to
understand what was happening. [ answered him as well as I could.
He knew that 1 had dedicated my life to Masonry and how hard |
had worked in it. He had been there with me for many years,
working beside me when others were not willing to work. Since his
first moment as a Masonic candidate, we had been together. [ had
urged him to join, had given him his petition, sponsored him and,
as Senior Deacon, | was escorting him through the Blue Degrees
when he threw Jubela across the Lodge Hall and established the
“Honds-Off Policy.”

We had worked together in the Scottish Rite Degrees so many
times, working harder than all the rest. He had even taken time off

11
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and gone with me when | received the K.C.C.H. If anyone on earth
knew how truly I had loved and served Masonry, and how hard |
had worked in and for i, it was Mike.

Now he was mystified, trying to understand why I was leaving
it, but unable to do so.

The supernatural battle that had been going on within me was one
of which Mike had not been a part. The truth of Scripture that had

been lodged inside me from the doctor’s witnessing and my Bible
study was something in which he had not participated. He could
not understand the things of the Spirit of God. At that point even
Ididn’t fully understand it all. I just knew it was real—I just knew
Il wils true.

But Mike was a friend — a real one — and even though he
couldn’t understand this outrageous thing 1 was doing, he was still
sticking by me. Like the friend of Proverbs 17:17. he was going to
love me “at all times,” and was going to stick with me through
adversity. Sadly, the others would not feel that way about it. Finally
Mike said, “Jim, I don't understand why you are leaving the Lodge,

but I hope you won't be angry with me if | don't leave.”

| assured him that I did understand his position and that neither

l;is staying nor anything else would ever cause me (o stop being his
riend.

(MAKING 1T OFCIAL

The next day I went to work. During my lunch period | wrote four
letters of resignation: to the Blue Lodge, the Scottish Rite, the
Eastern Star and the Shrine. | sealed, stamped, and dropped them
into the mailbox in front of the office. I have never forgotten the
“clang™ of the mailbox lid when it fell shut. It seemed as though that
sharp and sudden sound had severed something and set me free; |
feltas if that “clang™ sent a new life surging through me, However,
that was not to be the end of Freemasonry in my life — not by any
means. It was not going to be that easy.

MY LAST MASONIC FUNERAL

The next day was my day off from work and | was at home when
the phone rang. It was the Worshipful Master of the Blue Lodge

and he said. “Jim, we are having the funeral for George (the Tiler!
of the Lodge) this afternoon. Be at the Lodge Hallat | p.m. for the
Lodge of Sorrows (the Masonic funeral is always begun and ended
at the Lodge Hall).

Before 1 could reply, he hung up. 1 had only put my letters of
resignation in the mailbox after noon the day before. Yet, some-
how, they already knew! “How could they know already?” |
wondered. Tt was obvious that they were not going 1o let me goso
easily. _

I had no intention of going 1o that funeral and it never occurred
1o me that they might come to get me. Bul that 1s exactly what they
did. About an hour after the phone call, they drove up 1o the front
of my house and the Worshipful Master came 10 the door.

He said, “Jim, | thought you would be at the Lodge of Sorows;
are you ready 1o go?"” s

Ij{ut looked at him for a moment or two and then said, “T"'m not

going.”

“JN, YOU DAD BETTER GO”

“WHAT DO YOU MEAN, YOU ARENOT GDIPIE?" he bursi
out angrily. “OF COURSE YOU ARE GOING!” Then, more
quictly, he said, "Come on, let's go. . e

I didn’t move, and said, “1 have just put in fora u‘;fm. - :

He wasn'tat all surprised, but said, “Jim, you must be oul of your
mind! As long as you have served the Lodge, have served as
Worshipful Master, and all the honors you have received, how can

do this?” .
3‘I':"[I:II'W:“:L:::simr; was very great, and at that point Bonnie spoke upand
said, “Jim, you had better go.” . .

By this time | was beginning 10 wonder if they were planning to
take me out and dispose of me, or perhaps keep me a prisoner until
| “reguined my sanity.” But Isaid no more, kissed Bonnie goodbye
and went out the door. At the car | stopped. L only had on trousers
and a shirt, It is necessary in a Masonic funeral that participants
wear & coat and tie. Without a word, the Master opened the rtru'nk.
took out a coat and tie and handed them 1o me. He had anticipated

this also.
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“Here,” he said. “I know you think you won't have to tak
in the funeral because you are not b Lo
these for you, Put lhr:n:r on."” i g
I'put them on, he ushered me into the car, and we drov
the f:.m:ra] home there was a brief service conducted b;Th‘:i::;
man’s church. Although we took no part in it, I noticed how very
similar it was 1o Masonic services. It could almost have been lifted
right out of Masonic rituals. There was no mention of Jesus at all
The man was a Christian Scientist. -

MY LAST (MASONIC PRAYER

We left the funeral home and followed the hearse to th
In the graveside service T was “Great Lights Bm:?mr};
wooden tray, supported by a strap around my neck, and on the tray
were the Book of the Law (Old Testament Scriptures) Square and
Compass, the “Great Lights™ of Masonry. ‘

The Master, who was Priest, stood at the head of the grave, | stood
ut the fn_-ut and !h:.: others lined up on either side. The Master did all
l!'lr tnl_imlg until time for the prayer. Then it was my turn. I had the

official” prayer card on the tray before me. I looked at that card,
dmndeqnm to follow it, and then prayed my own prayer which |
e:}d::d “in the mlnw of Jesus Christ our Savior.”
come a long way from that day when I had been
Chaplain in the Lodge of Perfection and didn’t know how m::::f
something else had come full cycle. The prayer was greatl ,
offensive to the Master and the other Masons who were there njl"

:I[;::l::jlt _hI.II because of the setting not a word could be said 10 me

= “ALAS my BROThHhecR

€ all had a sprig of Acacia which we dropped, i |

it "A’Ins:. e we dr . 10 Tum, into the

A8 druppe_d my sprig into the grave, said, “Alas, my brother,” and

::t :r:.fitlﬂ if I were looking down through the grave, into o dark
ity.
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I said, “George, | wish you could have known Jesus as your
personal Savior but, alas, my brother, it cannot be so. It is now too
late.”

"lWLEEGLbDCGtNE}mGWE“

We got back into the car and drove to the Lodge Hall where we
completed the service by closing the Lodge of Sorrows. | started
to leave when the Senior Warden came up to me and wanted to
know what had happened to me to make me think of leaving the
Lodge.

I told him as plainly as 1 could that 1 had been saved, | now
helonged to the Lord Jesus Christ. and | could no longer belong 1o
the Masonic Lodge, or any other lodge which denied Him as Lord.

He immediately became very angry and shouted. “I WILL BE
GLAD TO HAVE YOU GONE!™

1 then insisted that 1 goto the office of the Secretary and talk with
him and was allowed to do so.

ONCE A (MASON, ALWAYS A (TWASON

The Secretary had just received my letier.

“Jim,” he said, “I can hardly believe you would leave the Lodge
afterall these years and after the hard work you have done and the
honors you have received. T just can't believe it.” 1 knew that he
could not understand, but tried 1o explain that | was now indwelt
by the Holy Spirit and that He would be grieved if I went back into
a Lodge Hall.

At least the Secretary was not hostile and, with that, I lefi. Of
course, in the eyes of Masonry | would never leave — not really.
The obligations (oaths) are considered unbreakable.

As a matter of fact, the “demit,” the Masonic form for withdraw-
ing from the Lodge, is looked upon by the Lodge only as a
document which keeps you in good standing for the day when you
will return. They do not look upon it as anything like a final
resignation. From the Masonic point of view, the only way one can
actually stop being a Mason is to die (and that, because of the
general belief inreincamnation and the Masonic concept of Heaven,

is not even the end of it in their eyes).

Affter | got back home I called Mike ai work and told him all that
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had happened. He said that he wished he could have bee

! at the
service for the ‘I‘il_cr. for be had been a nice guy. Beymdnthm he
made no reply. Mike was doing a lot of thinking.

¥ BEGINNING A NEW LI
sus was now in my heart and everything was changing. I was
::iTnﬁg- Ihsmgs mrnai;'l:'lf erent light, things [ had never hef%}]r:gmn at
. pirit o was living inmy h iri
bdersiobsifny g ¥ human spirit at long last. A
There was still so much to leam, so much clutter in my mi

s y mind that
needed to be cleared out and thrown away. But [ was on my way.
I was leaming to walk in the light and the Light of the World was
my constant companion and guide. It was wonderful.

Bonnie and | began attending the doctor's church regularly.
After a lifetime outside of church, a lifetime filled with pagan
n:hgmn and occult philosophy, it should have seemed strange to
begin suddenly to attend church regularly. It should have been a
cultural, emotional and spiritual shock for us — especially in thar
church (where the Gospel was plainly declared and Jesus exalted).
But it seemed natural to be there, It was where we belonged.

DRINKING IN A NEW LIE

We also began to attend night classes at the Bible C

: : oll
associated with the church. It was a totally positive cnperimﬁ
From the very I:ng.mn ing everything we leamed was a blessing —
$0 positive, so “right — that we wanted to leam more. What we
;:rire“l:mhmxgmw!:; n?l Just ;r:msthg. It was like drinking in new
life, We had, » found the real source of truth, W '
in all that we could get. i g

LEARNING TO LEAD SOMEONE TO

The LORD
After a few weeks of classes in the Bible colle
: ge 1 had learmed
enough to mah_ze: that [ really didn't know very much. Most
importantly, I didn't know how 1o lead someone else to the Lord

Eﬂ ﬂtluh; l;'- htlpl someone have the personal relationship with Him
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Except for the doctor's witnessing 10 me and the Scriptures he
had shared, my being saved had been a thing entirely between the
Lord and me. | wasn't even certain as to just how or when it had
happened. | was leamning that there are effective ways to wilness,
to approach people with the Good News, and that it is important 10
be able 1o show them the basis for it in the Bible.

But | also realized the importance of knowing how actually to
lead someone to the Lord and 1 knew that I didn’t know how to do
it.

So1 asked one of the teachers at the college, a man who had been
a missionary to Cuba, to teach me,

He told me that there are many ways to approach it, taught me his
method, and then gave me some tracts he had written. He advised
me to memorize the verses of Scripture (such as John 1:12, John
3-3, John 3:16, Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, Romans 5:8 and
Romans 10:9. 10, 13) and the basic outlines of the tracts. 1 did just
that and soon | was ready.

THE WINNING OF (MIKE

Vacation time was coming soon and I asked Mike if he could get
his at the same time as mine. [ told him that the house needed
painting and, since we had done it together in the past, | hoped he
could help me with the job again. He agreed, our vacations werc
arranged for the same period of time, and when the day arrived we
went 1o work. We would work for about two hours, then stop for
a coffee break at the kitchen table.

| had made plans to witness to Mike during the painting project
and. at the first break, on the first day, | began. _

“Mike, do you ever worry about what would happen if you
should die?”

He said, *1 worry about it sometimes but you and I decided 1o
believe in reincamation. Also, as a Catholic T was taught to believe
in Purgatory, a place where | could spend time to pay for my sins.”

1 said. “Mike, 1 was wrong about reincamation. The Bible says
(in Hebrews 9:27) thut *it is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment.” If reincarnation is true. the death of Jesus
was for nothing because we would eventually save ourselves. And




as for Purgatory, there is no Scripture for that idea, not even in
Catholic Bibles.”

I could tell that Mike didn’t want 1o hear any more just then, so
I let the subject drop; but I could also tell he was really thinking.
He was very quiet and ordinarily he would have been doing a lot
of laughing and joking.

1 PAVE LED A VERY WICKED LIFE

Al the next break I asked Mike if he would like to go to Heaven
when he died.

He said, *1 have thought about it and, of course, | would: but 1
have leda very wicked life, Ibelieve the Masonic Lodge has helped
me, because | have a purpose now and things are much more
regular. [ don't know as much about the Bible as you do but if you
want to talk about it | will listen.”

So | said to him, “Mike, I am asking you the most important
question of your life — your joy and peace for all etemity depend
on your answer, Are you willing to receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as your personal Savior?”

Without waiting for his answer, | went on. “You say that you
have led a wicked life but if you are willing to confess your sins to
Him and receive Him as Savior and Lord, all your sins will be
forgiven and forgotien, washed away in His blood, and vour life
will have a new beginning. There is no other way to have all this:
Jesus said, ‘no man cometh to the Father but by me." He also said,
“ye must be bom again.™

Mike just lowered his head and quietly said, “1 don't know how
1o be bom again.”

I said, “Mike, would you be willing to try if | show you how?"

With his head still down as if already in prayer, he quietly said,
HY“_“

IN (MOMENTS IT WAS DONE

We got down on our knees, right there in the kitchen, and prayed.
First | prayed for him and then I led him in a simple prayer, asking
Jesus to forgive him, save him and to come into his heart to live. In
moments it was done — a thing that would last for eternity,

S e

Now Mike and | would no longer have to work and wonder,
trying to be good enough to make it into “that Celestial Lodge
above.” Now we would be together, in the presence of our wonder-
ful Savior, for all eternity. Mike was a child of God,

I told him to get up. He looked up at me, hiseyes full of tears, gnd
tried to thank me. But Lold him only to thank the One wlyuhnddmd
for him. Then | gave him some very simple instructions about

i Bible and ing. ;
m:da:;lfegm h'm]1_ chk:m ::'n you saved?” and he replied, very

itively. “Yes, | am!” b
pﬂ‘:;:fgn bm::lu work, were nearly finished when Bonnie came
home. and we all had dinner together. . g

When 1 prayed over the food, Bonnie said, “Amen and then
Mike chimed in with a big “AMEN!" He u:aﬁ_lrl:armng fast. .

Later he asked me, “Jim do | now have ' give up smokin' me
g 7l j about it. But

I said, “No, Mike — just let the Lord speak 1o you \
as you leam 10 stay close to Him, qnn‘:“be surprised if He changes
the way vou feel about a lot of things. : {

1 didnt ask Mike to leave the Lodge. But he immediately g:v.;

up all the degrees he was working in, He gave up the Shrine
ldom attended the Blue Lodge. SNy 1
Hﬂmum: so many of the men kept asking him why he continued
to speak to me after | had left the Lodge, he soon left the Srp:t:ilh
Rite altogether, For all practical purposes he was out of it all,
although | had said nothing to him about it.
hange in our social life after | resigned from the Lodge was
mmmiei:! complete. Bonnie and | were cut off. For ull'thuu
years we had been so busy with social functions and most ufr[m
pleasant. Suddenly we were shunned by our friends. 1t was as if we

had leprosy. ] .

Not gﬂl}r};!dd we been busy with parties, banguets and receptions
associated with the Lodges, we had enjoyed so many good times
i1 one anothers’ homes. Neverdid Ienjoy beinga Mason more than
at these informal parties in the homes. In our home we had
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entertained as many as 20 guests at u time— complete with music
—and there was never a guest who left unhappy. We met so many
friendly people at these parties that it was seldom we went any-
where in the city that we didn't see someone we knew.

Now, not aone of them would even speak 10 us when we chanced
tomeet, with the single exception of Mike. He stuck by us from the
start and it was the hostility with which the rest treated us that
hastened his decision about leaving the Lodge. I never had 4 better
friend, nor a more stubbom one. than Mike.

Now, however, we were making new friends in the church and
in the Bible College classes. The social functions thal we were
beginning to enjoy with our new friends were a lot healthier than
the ones we had known before.

PERSECUTION ON The OB BRINGS
BLESSING

On my job, I was almost immediately changed 1o the night shift.
There was no attempt to conceal the fact that it was because of my
leaving the Lodge.

At first I was stung by it. But the Lord quickly showed me that
it was a blessing. As was the case with Joseph of old, what was
mtended for evil, the Lord had used for good. Now | was able 1o
enroll in the daytime program in the Bible College, Because the
work wasn't so demanding on the job at night, 1 could do my
studying at work and still do my job well.

UNCLE IRVINS PARTING WORDS

My half-sister in Indianapolis called me one day to tell me that
Uncle Trvin was in failing health and that she thought that | should
see him. I retumned to Indianapolis and the two of us drove out to
his house.

Uncle Trvin did look ill, as if he might not live much longer,

1 wanted 10 know that he would be with the Lord when he died,
but I didn't get 1o speak with him about his salvation. He had
already found out about my leaving the Lodge and was not at all
open to hearing my reasons, He was already upset when | got there
and went immediately 10 the attack.
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ickly becoming very angry. he shouted at me, "Don’t you ever
ﬂ?rHK??Don'l you realize that Masonry is the SAME as JESUS
CHRIST?” ,

I made no reply, for he expected none, nor wuqld ht_hslm tome.
So, with this ultimate deception of the Masonic philosophy ex-
pressed in a few angry words ringing in our ears, we left. I never
saw Uncle Irvin again.

In o mater of weeks he was dead.

Z back

I returned home, heavy in heart for Uncle Irvin, and went
to work, I had my job m}éu and my studies at the Bible College to
pursue. There was somuch to leam. and | was hungry to leam it all.

Like my days inthe Army in World War I1,  was much older than
the rest of the students. It didn "t bother me at all. As amatter of fact,
in some ways it was an advantage, for I had seen a lot of life and

h that they hadn’i seen.
dc‘?;m wmermany of them, for example, who were timid about
speaking before a group. For me this was not i pmb!:m H._t:r many
years as a leader in the Lodge had provided rich experience in
public speaking. When 1 went regularly to minister in one of the
nursing homes, twoor three of them would often go with me. They
would help me with the music. 1 helped them to overcome the fﬂl‘
of public speaking. My Masonic years definitely paid off in this
wialy.
SO (MANY (MEN LIRE (T

There were many times when [ would think about all those years
1 walked in darkness and wondered what I might have been able to
do had I used all that time for the Lord. [ felt that, somehow, it was
not all wasted, As He promised in Romans 8:28, God c.:.uuld work
itall together for good. He could convert those “wasted” years into
something useful. If nothing else, those years in Masonry had

" equipped me to reach out to other Masons with the truth, the simple

truth that can set them free. 2 ;

“There are so many men like me out there,” | thought, “so many
Mikes, so many Uncle Irvins, deceived and being destroyed by a
deadly deception. Some of them might listen to me.”
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AT THhE €ND OF A LONG NIGHT

Very early one morning. as a long night was giving way to the
growing light of a bright new day. I stood on the pier, thinking. |
looked back over all those years that seemed to have been wasted
and tried to ook into the years of my life that still lay ahead, |
thought of how far Thad traveled, searching for truth, secking light,
only to be led ever more deeply into the darkness by men who
meant to do right. I thought of mother — looking so helpless as she
sent me up the street and out of her life, with nothing to give me but
her pitiful legacy of advice to try to be like Uncle Irvin.

I thought of all the men to whom I had passed on that deadly
inheritance; and I thought of the longsuffering of God as He had
pursued me through the years with His love.

"Maybe.” 1 thought, “just maybe all this was preparation for
serving Him. Maybe, with His Spirit to guide and strengthen me,
I can lead some of those men out of the deadly deception of
Masonry and into the truth and light of Jesus."

A ship was underway outbound, growing smaller as it followed
the channel lights toward the open sea. Seagulls wheeled and
circled overhead, squawking and seeking.

“Maybe that could be His plan,” | thought “perhaps the Lord
could use me 1o help them find their way, Maybe [ can lead some
of those empty, victimized men out of the pagan darkness of the
Lodge and into the Light!™

With hope rising in my heart, with answers beginning to take
shape in my understanding, and with a vision finding form in my
spirit, I tumed back toward the office. There was work 1o do.

“lam the Light of the World: He that followeth me shall not walk
in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”

Jesus of Nazareth John 8:12

Feotnotes
The Tiler is the officer in a Lodge responsible for keeping all “profane persons™
i now-Mascms i fromeentering the Lodye Hill, Me isuyually grmed witha sweed and
guwards the door during mectings,
A “demit” is the Masanic form for withdrawal (becoming imactive) from the
Lisfige.

EPILOGUE

IN Thc

VEARS THAT
[FOLLOWED

Jim and Bonnie attended classes at the Bible college together and
Jim continued his work with the Port Authority. Not long am:r
leaving the Lodge, Jim suffered the first of two detached retinas.
Laser surgery fo restore his vision did so, hlu'l left him with
sufficient visual handicap to eventually force his retirement after
o bad fall on the job did additional, permanent damage to one of his
eyes. 2 . .
Two years after being bom again, Mike began to have increasing
pain m::l limitation in his back where he had been injured fighting
the fire in New York somany years before. He also began to suffer
a dramatic weight loss, and his once-powerful body becume
steadily weaker, ) _
“iidc w];.s found to have cancer of the spine and died in the hospital
where Jim had had his eye surgeries. During his last hnspnnlm_a-
tion, one of his old girlfriends came 1o see him. She asked Jim
where the nearest Catholic church was, and said she would like 1o

to light 2 candle for Mike.
EJ‘:'Jitnj::: ;:.id. “Iﬁt doesn’t need a candle lit for him. Mike has Jesus
in his heart now and his sins are all washed z!my.““
Wearily, but gladly, Mike said, “Yes, that is true.
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[t was the last time Jim saw him alive. In less than two days Mike
wis dead.

Twao years after retiring from the Port Authority, Jim graduated
from Bible college. Since graduation he has preached, written
many tracts and pamphlets and recorded many teaching tapes. He
18 dedicating the rest of his life 1o reaching other Masons with the
simple good news of Jesus. He sends his teaching tapes, tracts and
books all over the USA and 1o foreign countries. He carries on a
stendy mnﬁpundcncc with all who contact him for information,
He and Bonnie still make their home in Florida, traveling with the
message of truth and freedom as doors of ministry open.

Jim may be reached by writing to: Rev, James D. Shaw, P.O. Box
884, Silver Springs. FL 32688

— Tom McKenney

A PERSONAL

WORD FROM
1D

As this true story is closed, I would be greatly remiss if 1 did not
make it clear that in my pre-Christian life 1 truly loved Freema-
sonry. I loved the men with whom | was associated in the Lodge
and the men with whom | worked so hard in the degrees and bodies
of the Scottish Rite. Most of all, T was so very sure that | was doing
what was right and pleasing in the sight of the Great Architect of
the Universe.

Neverinall my vears of dedicated service 1o Masonry didanyone
in the Lodge witness tome about the love and saving grace of Jesus.
The Lodge anended a church once each year as a group. Each time
the pastor (who was himself a Mason) would introduce us to the
congregation and then exalt the Craft, telling them about all our
wonderful works. We usunlly left the church thinking of how
wonderful we were and feeling sorry forall those inthe church who
were not Masons, participating in all our good deeds.

After having been witnessed to by my ophthalmologist for some
time I read those simple, wonderful words of Jesus, “Verily, venly,
1 say unto you, he that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” These
words, so short and so sweet, went right through my heart, 1 looked
in the Bible for more and I found blessed assurance everywhere |
looked. Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, really loved me. That truth
set me free. | received the One who loved me as a real Brother! He

will do the same for you.
— Jim Shaw



APPENDIX A

(MASONIC DOCTRINE
VERSUS
CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

The following is a brief comparison of the doctrings and practices of Freemasoney
with the fundamental doctrines of the Christan faith and its foundational source, the
Bible.

Masonic docrines summarized here are, in every case, basad upon the consensus
of the most revered and widely accepied Masonic philosophers, writers and source-
books. Any knowledgeable Mason will know at a glance that this is true. He has tsken
caths 1o lie it necessary in order bo conceal such things, and so will prabably deny
somethings, andtry to justily others. But the Masonic writers, and common pracdices
in the Lodge, will verily it al

Although mos! Masons have never read some of the sourcebooks cited, and have
been deliberately decewed as to same of the tacts in them, 1hey could read them i they
would. All these Masonic sourcebooks are in the libraries of most local Lodges and
the libraries of all the Grand Lodges of the states. In addition, they can be plrchasad
mm publishing companies of in bookstores. But most Masons have never

Many, many more similar references could be cited in addition to the ones included
here but these will suffice. Capitalizmtion and other means of emphasis are as the
Masonic originals; nothing has been added or changed.

1. JESUS CHRIST

a. MASONIC DOCTRINE
Jesus was justa man, He was one of the “exemplars.” one of the great men of the
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past, bul not divine and certanly not the only means of redemption of ost marnkind
He was 0n 2 level with other great men of the past like Aristotle, Piato, Pythagaras and
Mohammed. His lite and lagend were no different from that of Krishna, the Hinda god
He is “the son of Joseph,” not the Son of God
(1) N can he {the Christian Mason) abyect {f others 588 (in Jesus] only e Logos of Plata,
wmmamﬂwmwm&mﬂmmmmmwmwn
Greal, Schen! Supreme. Lincraated Dally, believed in and adored by all * (Aibert Pike.
“Morats and Dogrna. " 26th Degree, o 524)
12} *And the Divine Wise inlediect sent [sachers untomen. . Enoch, and Naah, and Abraham,
and Moses the son of imram, and the Prophets, and Pythagoras, and Plaio, and Yesus
{he son of Joseph, the Lord e Messiah, and his Aposiles. and after ihese Mohammed
the son of Abculla, with bis fw, which is the law of Isiam and the disciples of fruh
followed the iaw of Isiam * (Albert Pike, "Morals andf Dogma,* 25th Degree, p. 34)
(3] I his privae petitons & man may pettion God or Jehowah, Allah ar Buditha.
Morammed or Jesus: he may call upon the God of israel or the First Greal Cause In the
Masonic Lodge he haars petition lo e Greal Architect of the Universe, finding s own
ity under that name. A hundred paths may wind upward around a moyniain; & the fop
they mest " {Cart M. Clauy, ‘Tntroduction fo Freemasonry,” . 38
{4 & has been found that every act in the drama of the iife of Jesus. and every quality
assigned fo Chvist i 10 be found in the ife of Krisha™ (Sun god of india) (.0 Buck
Mystic Masonry, " pp. 118, 138)
(5) “We meet this day to commemorate the death (of Jesus), not as inspired or diving, for
Ihis {5 ot for us lo decice * (Maunay Thursdsy Ritual, Chapler of Rose Croix)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
Jesus Christis divine. etemal and the second Person of the Godhead. Wher Hewas
living on earh as 2 man, e only begotten Son ol the Father, He was God incarnale,
truly God and truly man. He was and is the only means uimmuﬂund falien
mankind. Anyone who denies or rejects Him or His preeminent posifion as sole
Redeemer also denies and separates himsell irom God the Father.
(1) T the beginning was the Word (Jesus) and the Word was with God and the Word was
God The same was in the baginning with God Al things were made by Him, and without
Him was ot anything made Hhaf was made Iy Hiem wis [l andd the Ie was the Hipht of
men. * {ohn 1:1-4) 2
(2) “Jesus said unio them, Verlly, verlly 13y unlo you, bafore Abraham was, fam’” (John
5
f.?ﬁatru‘;m 0 Fathes, glonty thou me with thing own self with the glory which | (Jess)
hact with thee before the worid was * (doka 175
{4) “Jesus saith unto him “Ei'f“ [he truth, and the Jife Ao man cometh unto the
Father, bid by ma' " -
IEJmELmIHMMMMEMMMfMMM
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Hagwen ghven amang men. wherely vé muss be soved * (Acts 4. 12)

{6 e ot Nty fhe Sttt Jifle; ant he that hath nok the Son of God halh not fite * (1 John
512

{71 Who is 2 lar but he that derielfy ihal Jesues (s the Christ? He (s antichris!, that derseth
u;gmﬂmmm Whosoever denipththe Son the samefath notthe Father * {1 Jobi
2229

(8] “For therg is ane God and one mediator between Godand men, the man Chrest Jesus *
{I Tim 2:5)

(9} T and my Father ace one.* (Jadn 10:30)
(100 .. e thal hath =28 me hath seen the Father* (John 14.8)

2. THE BIBLE

a. MASONIC DOCTRINE

Thee Bible of the Christian Is merely one of the “haly books” of man, no better than
the Korn, the Hindu seriptures or the books of the Ghinese and Greek philosophers
It s not fo be faken fiterally, for ils true meaning Is esateric (hidden from all buta small
number of “enlighlencd,” elite leaders): the literal, obvious meaning is only for the
ignorant masses. It is right to remove references lo Jesus in passages used in the
ritual Masonry, contrary lo popular belief, is NOT based upon the Bible. Masonry is
actually based on the Kabala (Cabala), a medieval book of magic and mysticism,

(1) Masonically. the Book of the Law is that sacred book which is believed by the Masan

o any particutar religion o conkain the reveaiedinnll of God . thus tofhe Christian Mason
{5 the Ot and New Testarnent. fo the Jew the Ol Testament, ot Mussimaey | Mus-

T R -

and Dogma,” p. 166) : .
To all this (evror of stupidity) the absurd reading of the established Church, taking

mmmw.mmmm&m of Oriental books
of different ages, directly and inevitablly led * (Atberf Pike, “‘Morais and Dogma, " 308
Degree p. 818)

6) “The Jews, the Chingse, the Turks, aich raject either the New Testament. or the Oid o

; jmwjmnsummdm why they should nat be made Masons. ﬁwh:r.lug
Loeige Masonry has niothing whaleves [ do with ihe Rible. 1t s not founded or ihe Bibée,
if it was it would not be Masonry, it would be something efse * ("Chase’s Digest of

{7) wuﬁmummhmmwmuwm
ralure is ifs Ol Testament .. and Hurman Nature is the New Testament from the fnfimile
Gad * (Albert Plie, "Morais and Dogma, " 281t Degree. p. T15)

(8) “Masonry isa saarch after Light That search leads us back a5 you see. ko the Kabisah
nmmwmmmmmmmmﬂnwmﬂmﬂm
doctrinas, and (he) may in mmnmmmmq
Alehemists. all the Antipapal Thinkers of the Middle Agess, and Emanuel Swedenborg
[Albert Pike. “Morals and Dogma, * 28th Degree. p 741) !

(9) “All truly dogmatic religions have issued fram the Kabalah and retum fo it: sverything
scigntilic and grand in the religious drearms of the lluminat, Jacob Boeheme. Sweden-
mmmmmnummmm-mmﬁm@mﬁ
oW o it their secrets and their symbols.” (Abert Pike, ‘Morals and Dogrea,” 28th

Im L
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are “slight but necessary moditications.  (Albert Mackey, ‘Masonic fitualist " p. 27é)

fim), the Koran; to the Brahmian the Vedas; and (o the parsee the Zendavesta. * ( “Masonry
Delined " & compilation of the writings of Albert Pike and Alber! Mackey, pp. 78, 75)

(2} ‘Masonry makes no profession of Christianiy.. buf iocks Srward o fhe fime whien the
iabor of ur angignt bredhvan shall be symbolized by the erection of 2 spiritual lempls
i which there shalf be but ane alfir and one worship, one common aftar of Masonry on
which ihe Veda, Shasira Sade. Zend-Avests, Koran and Holy Bibile shall lie. and at
whose shvine the Hindoo, the Persan, he Assyrian, the Chaldean, the Egyptian, the
Chinese, the Mohammedan, the Jow and the Christiao may kneet . * (*The Kentucky
Monitor, * Felloweralt Degree, p 95)

{31 What & Trush to the philosopher, mould aol be drufh, nor have the affact of frth. fo the
paasant. The reliion of many must necessarily be more incorrect than that of the refinad
and refloctive few... The truest redigion would, in many paints. not be comprehended by
the fgnavant . The doctrines of the Sife e offen not clotfed in ihe language of strict
bruith, buf in thai which was Hitest o conviey 103 fude and ignodant pacple the docirine *
{Aibart Pike, Mosais and Dogme, ™ 14ih Dagras p 224)

(4] " the fitgral meaning { of the Bible) i for the wuigar only, *(Aiber! Pike. “Digestol Morals

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE .
The Bibde is the ondy written revelation of, and from, the onlytrue God. The Bible,
a5 contained I the 0id and New Testaments, Is the Word of God, inspired and pee-
mekn.:ndlsimmvﬂmummwmmmﬂum.mm.
No part shall beadded!o, or taken from the Bible:as delivered fo us in the OidandNew
Testaments.
(1) I they spaak not according fo s Word, it is because thare is no light i ihem.”
(52 820

21 “All Scripture is given by inspiralion of Gad. " (N Tim 3 16)

::31 “The Words of the L ord are pure words, as sifver iried i a furnace of eavin. punified seven
times. Thou shalt kesp them O Lord. thou shalt preserve them from this penefation
forever. " (Ps. 126, 7) "

(4) *_ whse hape /s it the Loed his God, which made heaven, and ssrth, the sea, and
1hat therein i, which keepeth truth forever " (Ps 1465, 6) : _

(5 mmwwammsamwmmmmnmﬂm Add o



nat il His wordds, fest He raprowe thee, and thow be found a fiar. " (Prov 3005, 6)
(6] Hemven and sarth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away, " (Mat! 24:35)
(7) "Beng born again, nofof coruplible ssed, bkl incartuptible, by the word of God, which

vl andabioeth fonevey... Bul the word of the Losdenclureth forever, Andthis is the word

which by the gosped i presched ando wou. * (f Pt 1.23 25)

{8) “For we have nol followed cunningly devised fabiles, when we declirad unlo you the
power and coming of our loed Jesus Christ Dol were eyewiinesses of his
mapesty. Knowsng ihis first, ihaf no prophecy of the scriplfurs s of sy private intecve-
kafion, Far ihe proghecy came fotm ofd fime by e will of man: bl oy men of God spake
as they mere moved by ihe Holy Ghost * (11 Peter 1:16-21)

{5) "¥ie shail mot ackd unlo ifhe word wiich | commaind you, neither shall ya diminfsh auph!
from it..." (Det. 4.2}

(10) ".. W amy man shall ackd unio these things, God shail acd unfo him i piagues Mat are
wrilien in s book And i any man shall (zke away from ihie words of the book of this
prophecy. Gou shall ke awdy his part out of the book of fife_~ (Rev. 2218, 19)

3. GOD

a. MASONIC DOCTRINE

. God is, basically, whatever we perceive Him to be; our idea or concep! of God
becomes our God. Usually referred to with the vague and general term, “Delly,” the
god of Masonry can be the one of our choosing, spoken of generically as “The Great
Architect of the Universe * However, those who pursu the higher studies in Masonry
learn that God is the force of nature, specifically the Sun with its life-giving powers.
To the "advanced, enlightened ones,” the adepts al the lop, this nalure worship Is
understood as the worship of Ihe generative principles (1.e the sex organs), paricu-
farly the phaflus, Human Nature is also worshipped by some as “Deity," as are
Knowledge and Reason. Since Masonry is a revival of the ancient pagan mystery
religions, its god can also be said to be Nalure, with it lestilily (sex) gods and
godesses representing the Sun and Moon (in Egypt. Osiris and lsis),

(7) °.._Since every man s concaption of God must be propontioned fo his mentad cultivation,
and inteflechual powers, and moral excellence. God /s as man conceives Him, the
reflectadimage of man himsed!, " (Aibert Fike. ‘Morals and Dogma " 140h Degree. p. 2273

(2] "...every religion and every conception of God i idolalrous, in o f as it is imperfect,
andas it substitutes a fesbie and temporary i .. of thal Undiseoverabile Being who can
be known only in part, and who can therefore be honored, even by the mos? enlighfened
among His worshinpers, anly in prapostion totheir limited powers of uadevstinding and
imagining lo themselves. " (Albert Pike. "Morals and Dogma * 25m Degres p 516)

(3] "The anly personal God Freemasonry accapts is hamaniy in toto.. Humanity thersfore
5 e anly personal God that there fs.* (U 0 Buck, “Mystic Masonry,” p. 2161
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4} Phailus: 3 representation of e virile member (male sex organ) which was veneraind

f }mw:ﬂnsyﬂm very universally. by the ancients 1 was one of the modifications
dm.wmawnmmwmdu
luminaries. The Masonic point Mamrmmem% ungout-

of phallic origin " (Albert Mackey, “Symbolism of Fresmaspnry,” p

w?mmwﬁmmmmm. Osiris andisis, elc) were commonly Sym-
Whmmﬂ:mﬂmmmﬁmﬂmwmmw
indlecency was altached the Phaflus (penis) and Cles (vagina), emblems of generation
mm.mm.nm.mhmmmmwmuf
which Masonry is a revhal), The indian Lingarm was fhe union of botf, a;mﬁuﬁﬂ
ﬂwwmwmmmm:g;wmm {Albert Pike,
“Movals and Dogma, * 24th Degree, p. _ - =
“Masonry, successor fothe Mysteries (the pagan eiigions ofsis, Osiris, Baal. Mytfias,

R rmm;.mmmmwwum'mm "Marals and
Dogme, " Felloweralf Degree, p. 22)

(7) “Though Masanry i identical with the ancient Mysteris, it s 50 only in this qualifed
sanse: thal it presents but an imperfact image of heir brilflancy, the rins of their
grandeur,..” (Albert Pike, “Morals and Dogma,* Felloweratt Degree p. 23)

(8) “The Absolute is Reason. Reasan IS. by means of ftself It IS bacause IT 1S God IS,
HE IS by Reason " (Albert Pike, “Marals and Dogma,” 28 Degree. p. 737}

mmuu:aMuwmmmwﬂmmmsm { Attt
Pike, “Morals and Dogma,“ 32nd Degree. p. 847)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE _

God Is a Spirt, eternal, sell-existent, unchanging, aimighty and sovergign. There
is one God who created all things, existing in three Persons: Father, Sonand Holy
mm.ﬁmmrmsmmmmmmmmm-smw;hm.
and requires holiness of His people.

{1 "Mnmammmmwmm'mm 11 ¢

mwsamm-wmmmwmwmmmmwmmm fJohn
44)

« Jsrael the Loed our God s one Lord ™ {Deut 6:4)

ﬁ‘l mﬂmm weve Ovought forh, o even thow hadst formed the sarth and the
workd, gven from everiasting fo ewerlasting, thou ar God " (Ps 90.2)

(5) “For 1am the Lord, | change nol,” (Mat. 36) o

(6 “Thene is nong other God buf one.. the Father, of whom are ail things (I Cor. ﬂ‘;-t.ﬁ}

(7) “But the Lovel is the true God. he is the everfasting God, and an everlasting king * (Jer
1010

*Thy hrone, 0 God, is forever and ever ™ (Ps. 45:6)

g "gt’mﬂmmmmmm the Faher, the Word (Jesus), and ihe Haly
Ghost and these three are one.~ (1 John 5:7)

(10} *_Ye shalf be holy: for | the Lord your Godam holy. " (Lev. 192)

(11) "God said unto Mases, am thatfam._ " (Ex 3:14)
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4. REDEMPTION

a. MASONIC DOCTRINE

Redemption isa matter of sell-improvement, morality, and good works, including
obedience to the Mason's obligation and all higher Masonic authorities

Faith in the atonement of Jesus has nothing Lo do with it; it is rather a matter of

enlightenment, step by step, which comes with iniliation Into (he Masonic degress
and Iheir mystaries

(1) By the lamzskin the Masan is reminded of that purity of lie and rectitude of conguct
e A S A e e e S

Eme ides. * (Aibert .
I e
in . My wi be rocevvad info Thing everlasting kingdom, lo enjoy, in
wnion wilh the souls of our degarted frignds, the fst reward of 2 picus and n‘m:ﬁ{‘rt
Amen, 5o Mode it Be * (“Texas Monitor, " Masonic Burial Service, p 10)

(3) “InEgypt, Greece and amang olfer ancient rations, Freemasorry was one of he earliest
apencies empioyed to eftect improvement and enfighténment of man._.and make them
comprahend the true principles of morality, which initiate men info a new ortler of fife. *
{Daniel Sickles, “Ahimon Rezon or Freemason's Guide,” p 57)

(4) “Tharite ol inguction signifies the end of a profane and vicious fife, the palinganesis {new
i) of corrup! human nafure, ihe dsath of vice and all bed pessions and the introdie-
mrgmumm * (Dianie! Sickfes, “Ahimon Rezon or Freemason's

EJ;T:! cﬁmmm m Jn;.mm;mmmm o 0

: i can e suggestod move, which e soul of man raguires™
(Daniel Sickles, “Ahimon Rezon or Fresmason's Guide,” p. 196) sy

(B) “Wwe with suaiable true devation mainain our Masonic profession, our faith will become
abeam of light angbring us fo those blessad mansions where we shall be slernally happy
with God, the Graaf Architect of the Uiniverse. ” {Dlamiel Sicklas, “Ahimon Rezon or
Freemason’s Guide "p. 79)

(7) Acacian alerm signifying a Mason who by lving in skict obedience lp obligations and
precepts of the fraternily is free from sin * (A Mackey, “Lavicon of Freemasony, " p. 16)

(8) Whea you shall hava become imbued wilh the movaiity of Masonry... when you shall
hapve learned Io practice all ihe virues which If inculcates, when they become familar o
You as pour Household God: then will you be prepared o receive its fofly philosaphica!
instriction, and o scale the heights upon whose sormmil Light and Truth sit entvoned
Siep by sieg men must advance iwards Perfechion; and each Masanic Dagree is rmasnt
o be one of Ihase steps.” {Albert Pike, "Mosals and Dogma, " 8th Degree. p. 136)

{5) “The dunces who fed priciive Christianily astray, by submitting faith for science. have
succesded in shrouding in darknesss the ancien! discoveries of the human mind so that
gﬂwﬂ a;;mmmmummm " (Aber! Pike. "Movalsand Dogma " 280
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{10) *_salvation by faih and the vicarious atonement were not Taught as now infepreled
by Jasus nov e {hese doctrings [Bugh! in the esoleric scripures. Thay are later and
ignorant pervessions of the arigial doctrines. "(..0 Buck. Mystic Masomry,"p 57)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

Al have sinned and tallen short of he perfection God requires; none is righteous
iri his own virlue and our own righteousness is as filthy rags compared with the
rightecusness ol God. However, Jesus, God's only begotien Son, lived a sinless lile
fior us, and laid down His lile a perfect sacrifice fo make atonement for our sins.

By faithvin Him and His provisions for us we can b made (he righteousness of God
and be born of the Spirit of God (nlo everiasting life, becoming a part of the family of
God. There Is no other way (o be reconciled 1o God and live in His presence forever.
We cannat, by our own efforts, redeem or perfect oursetves.

(1) *As it is written, There is none rightecus, no, not one.” (Rom. 3:10)

(2) For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God " (Ram. 3.23)

(3) ‘Bt weare ail as an unciean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as fitthy rags.” (isa

B4 6)

(4) “For He hath made Him to be sin for us. who keew no sin, 1l we might be made fhe
! of God in Him.* (Il Cor. 5:21)

(5) “For ye (Christians) are ak the childven of God by faith in Christ Jesus " (Gal 326

6) “For God'so loved the world, ifiat he gave his only begatten Son, thatwhosoevey believeth
In him should nol perish, bul fave everigsting iife * (John 3.16)

(7) “For by grace are ye saved ihrough faith, and thal ol of yourseives: il (s the giff of God:
Not of works, lest any man showld boast * Eph. 26, 9)

(8) “Neither is theve salvation in any other (than Jesus). for there is none oifer name Lnder
heaven, given among men, whersby we must be Saved " (Ads. 4.12)

(9) “And this is the racord, that God hath given fo us afernal ife. and this iife is in his Son
He that hath the Son hath ife; and he Mat hath naf the Son of God hath not ife,” {1 John
511,18

5. SATAN

a. MASONIC DOCTRINE

Satan, as an enemy of God and his Kingdom, as an evil power seeking to templ.
deceive and destroy, does notexist. Mankind has merely “supposed” this. The usual
Christian percaption of Satan (s merely a distortion of the truth about Lucifer, the
“Light Beares," who is actually good and the instrument of fiberty, but genierally mis-

understood and maligned.
1) “The true name of Satan, the Katialists say. is that of Yafve reversid, for Satan is nol
abiackgod  For fhe indlates this s npt 3 Person. but a Forcs, created for good, but which




{11) For this purpose the Son of God was mandesied il he might destroy e works of
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iy serve for ewil I is the instrameant of Liberty or Free Will (Albert Pike. “Morals and

: the devi” (1 Jorm 38)

Dogma, " Master Mason / 3rd Degree. p 102) " fion, walkaih aboul Sesking whom fie may
12) Lucier, e Light-Bearer! Strange and mysterious ame ogiveto the Spit ot ivkress) P et

Lucifay, e Son of the Moming! & iIf he wha bears the Ligh!, and with alf its splensors '

intlevate inds fepe, sensuai, or siish Souls? Doub f nat” (Alber Pk, ‘Moras

and Dogma," 196 Degyree, p. 21) 6. SPIRITUAL LIGHT AND DARKNESS
(3) “The comviction of 1 men Ml God s good lod 1 4 belet in 1 devil.* (Albet Pike

Morals and Dogma ~ 19 Degree, p. 324) a. MASONIC DOCTRINE

(4} “All antigutly solvedt ihe ergma of ifie xistence of evil by supposing the existence of Al “profane” people {non-Masons), including godly, genuine Christians, are
i e el wrelched. blind and lost in compiete spiritual darkness. Only initiation into the

(5" Mhereisnombellious demon o Evi, o Principle of Darkness copston and indlerral WENWHHMWH;::MWMMdMMEM intothelight.
controversy with God or the Principal of Light " fAlbert Pike. "Morals and Dogma, gleansing them and imparting new lile.

32nd Degroe, p. 653)
b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
Salan i a proud, rebellious angel, created by God but fallen, the father of lies,
accuser of Ihe brethren, deceiver, tempter and fuler of the Kingdom of Darkness. He
blinds the lost o the glorious light of (he gospel, and seeks to ba worshipped as he
alsoworks (o steal, kill and destroy He is the enemy we are to resist and the one whpse
works Jesus came 1o destroy.
(1) “How it hoy fadian, 0L i, son of fhe moening! How ant o cul dowst o the ground,
which did wessken ffve nations! For thow hast s2idin éhing hear, | wil) aszend info hesven,
 will paalt my Bvone abowe the stars of God | will =if also upon the mount of i
congragalion, in fhe sides of ihe aovth: | will ascend above the haights of the clouds: |
will b ke the ot High. Vel thou shalt be brought down fo Hell " (lsa 14:12-15)
(2] * Thou art the anoinfed cherub fal coveratit and | have sat thee so- thou wast upon fhe
haly mowstain of God, fhou hast walked up and down in the midst of ihe stores of
fire . Thire hear! was liftad up bacacse of thy baauty, Hhou Sast corred thy wisdom by
regson of thy beighiness: { will cast thee fo the ground_* (Erek 28:13-19)
[3) “Yeare of your father, the devil_.he s a llav, and the father of 1™ (John & 44)
{4) "Avxf the graat dragon was c351 oul. fhaf old sepent, called the Dewsl and Salan, winich
dleceiviit the wholp world he was cast ouf indo the aarth, and his angels wane cist oul
wilhh inlm._ifie accuser of oor braffren is cast down " (Rev, 129 10)
{5) “And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost ratuened from Jordan, andf was led by the Spirit
irip the wilderness, being forty days templed of e dewil_* (Lk 4.1, 2)
(B} "And if Satan cast o Satan.. how shall thee his kingdom stand?” (Matt 12:26)
(71 Pet on e whale armar of God. that ye may be able fo stand agains! the wiles of ihe
dewl. For we weestle agains! e rulers of the dadkngss° (Eph. 671, 12)
(8) "1 god of this work hath biinded the minds of thern which believe not, lest the light
of e lovious gospel of Christ_showld shine unio iham * (I Cor, 4:4)
(5) “The Mef {Satan) comeath nal, b for fo steal, andio kil and to destroy,* (ot 10 10§
(100 Wit e chewdl, and e wll] fee from ol * ames 47

{1) " Masanry, the darkngss. mhich mmnmmmmwﬁmmm
rﬁll*!l:n-'ﬁ!ﬂ!affi‘l!ua‘I'Lr.I;)arlt:e+t1fll-isim1'1:‘H Miﬁﬁgjmwm’mmmm
of Light™ ("Lightfont’s Manua! of of |

reemasans &= amphatically called ‘Sans of Light'_while the profane or uniialed
m:;mmnmm?mwmmwﬁ.mwwmmmw
("Masonic Dictionary,” “Light, * Consolictated Book Fub. 1563)

(3) BlindHoided( )and kneeling, half naked andboundby arope [ cableiow”)
the cardickte for initiatior iedo the Biue Dagrees is askod by the Worshipful Master, in
mmmmmmmmmmrmrmmmmm
ritsal, must be “Light” (1t Degres), "Fusther Light” (2nd Degree) and “More Light” (3rd
Oegree). {Verba! Masanic Ritual, 15!, nd| 3rd Degrees)

(4) “There he (the man to be initigted) stands, withou! our parials. m_mﬂwm#fm
riow Masonic life, in darkness, heiplessness and ignorance. Having been wangering
amid the esrors, and coverad aver with ihe pofiutions of ihe outer and profane world, he
comes inguitingly to our doors, Seeking the néw birth, and asking 4 withdeawal of the
veil _* (Albert Mackey, "Manual of the Loage." p. 20)

{5 “Appliag fo Masonic syrmibolism. if (the darkness] & miended lo mmm
o fis ignavance, which Masonry i to enlighten; of his evl nature, which Masonry s io
purly; of the warld {n whose obrscutity he has been wandering and from which Masanry
1% fo rescue him.* (Alber! Mackey, “Manual of the Lodge. " p. 35)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE _

Jestss is the Light of the World, those whao follow Him shall not be in darkness. He,
and He alone, is the source of spiritual enfightenment, Ifwe are “in Him" we are notin
darkness. for in Hirm i no darkness at all. The |ife thal He alone gives is the light of

men.
(1) 1am the Light of the Warkt: He that lailowsth me shall not waik jn darkness, but shall

have the fight of life. " {Jn. 8:12)
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2) Butyeareachosen generation, a royal priesthood an holy nafion, apeculiar pecple; hat
¥ should show forth the praises of him who hath calle you ouf o darkniess into his
ﬁ!mﬁr light.* (TFat 2:9) N
[ ¥ werE sometimes darkngss, but now are ye light in the Lord * (Eph. 5:8)
(4) “This then s ihe message which we have haard of him (Jesus), and deciare unfo you
mppdmw.mfnmwsmmxm'ﬂm I5)
{5) Wn him {Jesus) was fife; anct the Nite was the light of men * (. 1:4)

7. PRAYER

Prayers are to be offered 1o “Deity,” to “The Geeal Architec! of the Universs”
(GAOTU), and are to be “universal” in nature, s0 as not to olfend anyone and 50 .as lo
mrulnmrm Prayer is NEVER to be made “in Jesus' name.” or “in Chist's
name”, 1o do 5o would offend a Musiim, Hindu, Buddhist elc. It-a Worshiphul Master
llows prayers 1o be made in Jesus’ name, his lotige can be closed and its charer
rﬂm by the Grand Lodge of his state.

"AN sectarian lenals must be exgiuged from 7 '

m“”""’ s caretilly thee (Measanic) system * (Morris

“Prayer in Masonic lodges should be of 2 general characer COMaiting
allensive lo any class of conscientious bretheen. (Ibig) g
{3} "The raligion inen, of Masonvy is pure Thetsm on which its different members engralt
anmmmmmmhmwmmmmm. ;
(it Mackey, ‘Lexicon of Freemasonry,” Religion)
4) mmmmmsmmmm@wmm The
Prayers green in ifve hand'- books of the Bive L odge are such as af Masons, whatpver their
religious &ith, may unife in " (Morris's “Dictionary, * Prayer)

memmmmm. in small communifias where 31 churches are
Chrestian, prayers ate made in Jesus' name Howsvey, i this were fo be raportad fo the
mmﬁmmmmﬂmmmmum&ummm
mﬁsm <Jack Harris, Worshiplul Mashy of 3 Batimore, Maryland lodge. was

Just ihis. (Harris, Jack: Freemasonry: The imvisible Cult i Our Midtst, Danials
Co 1983 pp ix x, 121, 122) o

b) Harmon Taylor, Tormes Grand Chaplain of the Grand Locige of New York. says, “The aniy
fnskruction | was given s New York State Grand Chaplain, and) was given i rapaatedly,
WaEs ol fo enda prayer in Jesus name (“Attention Masons!* HRT Ministries, Buw 12
Hmlh. NY 12128)

fe) it is 2 daet known 1o every Masan wha cares to know, that in &4 the pravers printed in

his monitors, Aandbiooks and ather guidss o riuals there is NOT ONE which cioses in
JESHE Name.
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b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
Prayer is to be made through the Father, in the name of {through) the Son, in the
power of, and inspired by, the Holy Spirit. Only through the mediatorial office ol Jesus
can we approach the throne of God.
(1) "For ere is one God, and one mediator befween Godand men, the man Christ Jesis ©
i Tim. 2:5)
{2 ;&wmmmammum my (Jesus) name, he may give & o you. "
ﬁ:‘“ﬁﬂwmmmmmmwmmm&mumuwm
Jesus Christ * (Fpi. 5220
{d) “And whaksoever ya g in word or deed, dio ail in e name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks fo God and the Father by hem " (Col. 3:17)

8. TRUTHFULNESS

2. MASONIC DOCTRINE

It is righl 1o fie, it necessary, 1o proted the “secrefs” of the Lodge. or 1o prolect
another Mason by concealing his wiongdoing, it can even be “right” to deliberately
deceive sincere Masons sseking to learn the lessons and “secrels” ol Masonry.

{1} “The Bive Degrees are but the portico (porch) of the Temple. Part of the symbols are dis-
played there to ihe initiate. but he is intentionally misied by faise interpretations. Itis nol
intpnded thal he shall uncierstand ihem: bud i i [nerded Kal he shadl imagine taf he
undersiands them . Meir rue explication {axplanation/mdersianding) is reserved for
the Adepls. the Princes of Masoniy. ” (Alber! Pike, “Morals and Dogma * 3080 Degree,
p ars)

{2) “Furthermore do | promise and swear ifat 2 Master Mason's secrets. given [ me in
charge as such, and | knowing them fo-be such, shall remain 43 secure and mviplibie
i my brest a5 in fis own, when commiTicaied 10 me, murder and freson excepiod,
and ey laft fo my own elaction, * (Master Mason's / 3rd Degree (ath of (bligation)

{3} A companion Roval Arch Mason s secrats given [o me in chiargeas such, and | knowing
them iprbe Such, shall remain as secore and inviokahie & my breastas imhis gwn, withou
xcepbion * (Royal Arch Mason's (affh of Obiipation)

{4} "You must conceal 2l the crimes of yowr broiher Masons and showld you be
summanad 45 2 witness agairst @ brother Mason be gways sure fo shisid him . ¥ may
be perjury fo do this it s true, bul you're kesping your abfigations.” (Rorayne,
"Handbook of Masanry,” p. 183)

{5) “If pour wile, or child, or friemg should ask you anything aboul yoor initiation — as for
instance, i your clothes were tiken off, #f youwene biindfolded, if you had 2 rope around
ot neck, elc, you rmiss! conceal. .. fence of course, you must dulibaralely e dbout it
W is par! of your obligation, .” (iid o 74)
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b.CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

We musi speak the truth al all times.

(1) “Thow shalf not bear taise wiltiess against thy naighbor,* (Ex. 2016}

(&) “Ye shall nof steal, naither deaf iatsaly, redthar fie one lo another.* fLev. 19:11)

(3] Lie not o ona anather * (Col 3.9)

{4) ", aliliavs. shall fave teir part in the Lake witich Burneth with fire and brimsione: which
& he second daah * (Rev, 21:8)

9. SECRECY

a. MASONIC DOCTRINE
Secrecy isthe essence ol Masonry, necessary lor ifs very existence, and protected
by blood oaths of mayhem and murder,
(1) “Secrecy is indispensable in 3 Mason of whatever dagree " (Albert Pike “Morals and
Dogma.” 4ih Degree, p 109)
(2] “The secracy of fiss insfifution (s annther and most important landmark.. i dvested of
s spcret chavactes, It would lose its idenilly, andwouldcease fo be Freemaspnry . death
o the Orcler wowid foliow ifs legalized exposure. Frepmasaryy, 25 3 secrel association,
has inved unchanged'for cenfunies; asan apen socely dwoild not (st foras many years,
{Albert Mackey, “Texibook of Masonic Jursprudence, " 23d Landmank. “Secrecy”)
{3} 1..do heraty and hereon most splemply and sincerely promise and swear that | will
dlwdys hail, ever conces! 3nd never revnal any of the arts, parts or points of the secratarts
andmystaries of ancient Froemasonny which { have recesved, am aboul fo recene, ormay
herealter be instructed in_* (Oath of Obdigation, Entereq Apprentice/1st Degree, and
included n all sulsaquent degravs, atways on penally of mayherm and viglent death)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE
There are no secrets; the truth of God that sets men fren is for 2l who will hear i,
and we are to ledl it to the world!
(117 (desus) spake openly fo the world, | ever Gugh! in the synagogue, ang in the
fempie_and in secrel have | said nothing * (Jn 18.20)
{2} "What § et you in darkness. ihat speak pe o ight and what ye hear in the ear, that preach
ye upon i housatops ™ (Matt 10.27)
(3) "Go ye intoail the wonld, and preach the pospel fo every creature * (Mk. 16:15)
{4) “Provide things honest in the sight of aif men " {Rom 12.17)

10. BLOOD OATHS

a. MASONIC DOCTRINE

Blood Oaths on penalty of mayhem and violent death are administered at the end
of initiation into all Masonic degreas, binding the initiate o protect the “secrels™ of
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the degrees. These oaths of obligation (usually calied just “cbligation”) are consid-
ered unbreakable. and are (collectively) the thing thal makes a man a Mason. In this
way, these oaths are the comerstone of Masonry

(1) Question: “What makes you 2 Mason™ Answer: "My obligation. " (guestion and answer
from the Enteved AppronticeyFirst Degree) .

{21 binging mysedl uider no fess 2 pavalty ihan far of having my Broat cuf from £2¢ lo
. my longue form out by N rools. and with my body Buried in the rough sands of e
02, a cable’s lengith from the shove, mhere the fide ebbs and fows twice i twenfy-four
hours.* (Iroem the cath of obligation, entered Apprentice/First Degree)

()~ binding mysell unde no less 3 penaity than ihal of having my left breas! fom open.
fmy hear pluckes out, and given 1o the heasss of the lield and fows of ihe & as a prey. .
(trom the oath of obiigation, Feflowcratt/Second Degree) pLs

{4)* .binding myseif under no fess & panally than that of having my body severad in fwain,
my bowels taken oul and bumed o ashes, the ashes scabierad i the four winds of
heaven . (rom the oath of abligation. Master Mason/Thind Degree)

(5) . In wififul violssion whereod may | incur the fearful penafly of having my eystuls
plerced to the canter with 4 (hree-sdged blade, my fast fayed and | be forced o walk the
Feot sande upon the sterile shoves of te Red Saa until the Raming Sun shall strike me witl
& livid plague, and may Alah, the god of Acat, Masitem and Mohammedan, the god of
our tathers, suppert me o e enfire fudiliment of fhe same * (from the aath of pbligation,
Angiend Aratec Orclér of Mobies of the Mystic Shring [ “Shriners”|)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

# Chyistian is enjoined nol o take paths atall, especially uﬂmmmmﬂmm=
der. It is particularly offensive 10 God lor a Christian 1o take such an oaih, swearing
on i pagan Koran, calling upan Allah to sustain and make possible his faithhlness
o the terrible oath, confessing Alfah is “the god of our tathers * A Christian (or Jew)
is ot even to speak the name ol a pagan god in a way that expresses respect or honor.

{7} “Thouw shalt not kil {do no murder).” Ex 20130 _

(2) But sy unioyou, swaarnotalall . butletyourcommunications be. Yea Yea Moy, Nay:
flor whatsoaer & more than these cometh of el ® (Malt 5.34-37)

{3) ‘But above all things, my brathren, swear nol. nefther by heaven, neither by the sih,
naither by any ather oatn: but ief yoor 2 be yex: and your ndy, iy, lest ye fall inio
condemnation.” (das 5 1)

{4} * . and make no mention of the name of ather gods. neifher i if be heard out of iy
moith " (Ex 2313

11. SEEKING AND FINDING

a. MASONIC DOCTRINE
Masonry is a never-ending search for “fight,” always promised but never quile
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realiied.

(1) “Wis one of the most bazutiful, but o the same fime one of the most absirise doctrines
ol the Science of Masonic symbolism that the Masan is ever to be in search of frufh, but
isngver hofind it “fAlbertMackey, “Manual of the Loolpe. “p. 93 Clanied Sickies, “Ahimon
Revon o Freemason's Guide, " p. 169)

(2) “You have reachedt the mountain peak of Masonic instruction,  pesk covered with mist
which YOU in saarch for further ight can paneirate only by your own afforts * (Lacture
of ihe 32nd Degree. final earned degree. Scaltish Aite)

b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

Iwe sincerely seek truth (light) in Jesus, who declared Himsell lo be ruth and light,
we are promised that we will find i, Jesus is the beginning and the ending of our
search. Comingunto Him wefind lile, meaningandunderstanding, forall that we neeg
anddesire, He provides. Weaare guaranieed, by Godwho cannot e, that it we call upon
Him we will not be disappointed or ashamed

(1) “And | say unto you . seek and ye shall find " (Lk 119)

(2) " he that seekath findeth" (L 11-10)

{3} " him that cometh t me (Jesas) | will in 5o wise cast out * {Jn 6:37)

(4) For Christ is the end (Ruifiliment) of the law for rightecusness fo everyone il
bediavelh * (Rom, 10:4)

(5] " whasoever befieveth on Him (Jesus) shall nol be ashamed (or disappointed): (Rom
1)

12. EXCLUSIVENESS

a. MASONIC DOCTRINE

The “light" of Freemasanry, ils “secrefs” and its pattway to “perfection” are only
for the efite few inifiated into its knowledge and wisdom. Excluded are women, Ne-
gros, the poor (who haven't the money with which to pay). the cripples, blind and dez!
who can'l perorm the recognition signs (or see and hear them), and the feeble-
mindpd who can't receive the teachings or be trusted to protect them. All such people.
Inciuding the wives, the daughters and someof the sons of Masons. are considered
"profane” (unclean, unworthy) and can never be anything eise. No references ane
required here for it is common knowledge and all of the above confirms and
estzhlishes il
b. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

The life, knowledge, wisdom and freedom offered by God in Jesus are for
“whosoever will"; anyone can come to Him and receive these priceless blessings,
Iree, just by asking. Everyone who asks, sincerely, receives; none is turned away and
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none is disappoinied or ashamed. God is not willing that anyone should perish, but
wants all to come to Him and receive the [ife that He alone can give
{1 "The Lord is...oa! willing thal any should perish but that aif shoauld come i repenternice
W Pat 34)
mftmmmrmumnatmmnmm. ang | will give you rest Take my
vioke tipon you and hearn of me: for | @m mesk and fowdy of heart: and e shatl find rest
Lo pour souds. " (M, 17.28, 29) :
(3) "And fef i Ehal is aifirsf come. Andwhosoever will, lef hir ke the wailer of Iife fresly.
(Rewv. 2217}
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(PASONIC
SY(MBOLIS

1. THE ULTIMATE DECEPTION

Masonry is, according to its own philosophers, 8 system of pure refiglon expressed
insymbois, onewhich cannot be understood without a knowledge of the true meaning
ol them. This makes & proper understanding ol those symbaols terribly important. For
the Christian Mason, accepling and guarding those symbols and their “secrels” with
his physical life at stake, he must understand them to know that he is doing right

Far the many zealous Masons, Inusting their obedience o their obligations to gain
Ihementrance info that “Celestial Lodge Above,” those torwhom “the Lodgeisa good
enoughrefigion,” the comect understanding of these symbaols is the key (they believe)
to their eternal destiny. They are trusting in the leachings of the Lodge conceming
Ihese symbois with their elemal redemption, or damnation, al siake.

Herein lies the most lertible manifestation of Masonic morafity, that philosophy of
Ihe elite, which makes whalever Ihey do “right” because it is they (the elife) who do
it. Having established and taught the sincere but deceived masses of Masons (the
Blue Lodge Masons) that everything depends upon their proper understanding of the
symbolsol Masonry, they have then deliberately deceived them as to the true meaning
ol those symbols. Hear the arrogant words of Albert Pike, Supreme Pontiff of
Universal Freemasonry, that preeminent Masonic authority: “The Blue Degress are
bt the court or portico (porch) of the Temple. Part of the symbols are displayed there
1o the Iniliate, but he is intentionally mis-led by false mterpretations. It is not | ntended
that he shall understand them; but it is intended that he shall imagine that he
understands tham._their true explication (explanation and understanding) is re-
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served tor the Adepts, the Princes of Masonry (those of the 32nd and 33rd Degreas).”
(Morals and Dogma, page 819)

2. THE FOUNDATION OF MASONIC
SYMBOLISM: PHALLIC WORSHIP

Since the frue meaning of Masonic symbols (and, thus, the true meaning of
Masonry Itself) s to be known only by the Prince Adepts of Masanry, we must hear
what they say conceming them. They (Albert Pike, Albert Mackey, J.D. Buck, Danief
Sickles and others) teach us that Masonry is but  revival of the Anclent Mysteries (he
mystery religions of Babyton, Egypt, Persia, Rome and Greece)

These ancient religions had two meanings, or interpretafions. (ne was the
apparent (exoteric) meaning, knawn 10 the uninitiated, ignorant masses, the other
(esateric) meaning was the true meaning, entirely different, known afily to a small,
elite group, iniliated info their secrels and secret rituals of worship. These mystery
refigions were forms of nalure-worship, more specifically and most _r:n.-n'w_ﬂ|:mla|I the
warship ol the Sun as source and giver of lile to the Earth. Since ancient fimes, this
worship o the Sun (and of the Moo, stars and of nature in general) has been sexial
in s outworkings andritials. Singe the Sun's rays, penetrating the Earth and bringing
abaul new lite, have bieen central to such worship, the phallus, the male fmmthe
principle.” has besn worshipped as representing the Sun's rays. In this way, the
phallus has been worshipped and the rituals climaxed wilh sexual union in Ihe
mysteny religions of Isisand Osiris, Tammuz, Baal, efc. ' In summary, then, mthe
Ancient Mysteries (espacially those of Egypt) are in fact the “Oid Refigion” of which
Freemasonry is  revival, Ihe symbols of Masanry should be expected to be phallic
intrug meaning, This, invery lact, is hecase. A thorough trealment of this unpleasant
reality is beyond the scope of this brief summary, however, mmplﬁ with
references 1o the Masonic authorities, will sullice lo illustrate this astonishing fact

a. THE SQUARE AND COMPASS

Bilue Lodge Masons are tught that thie Square is 1o remind them that they must
be “square” in their dealings with all men, [.e. 1o be horest. The Compass, they are
taught, is 1o teach them lo *circumscribe their passians,” |.e. to control their desires
and o be temperate. Thereal meaning of these “great lights, " however, is sexual. The
Square represents the lemale (passive) generative principle, the earth, and the baser,
sensual nature: and the Compass represents the male (active) generalive principle,
{he sur/heavens. and the higher, spiritual nature. The Compass, arranged above the
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Stuare, symbolizes the (male) Sun, impregnating the passive (lemale) Earth with its
lile-producing rays. The rue meanings, then are two-fold: the earthly (human)
representatians are of the mean and his phallus, and thewoman with her receptive eteis
{vagina). The cosmic meaning is that of the active Sun (deily, the Sun-god) from
above, imparting lite into the passive Earth, (deity, the sarth/fertility goddess) below
and producing new life. *

b. THE LETTER “G”

The Blue Lodge Mason is taught that the "G in the basic Masonic symbol
represents God. Later on, he is lold that it also represents “deity. ™ Later still, he istokd
that it represenis "geomelry.” In reality, this lefler represents the “generative prin-
ciple.” the Sun-god and, thus, the worshipped phallus, the male “generative prin-
ciple_.." In its position (along with the Square and Compass) on the east wall oves the
chair (throne) of the Worshipful Masler, it is the representation of the Sun, thus of the
Sun-god. Osins. fts earthly meaning, then, is of the sacred phallus; its cosmic
meaning is of the Sun, worshipped since anliquity by pagans while facing the East
(See ¢, below)

c. THE “G” AND THE “YOD”

The English letter "G” in Masonic symbolism is inseparable from, and identical
with, the Hebrew lettes “Y0D." This “YOD" is the symbol on the Scottish Rite ring.
YOD" represents deity in general (its cosmic meaning), and the worshipped phallus
in particutar (its earthly meaning). Albert Pike wrote that the “G" displayed in English
spaaking lodges is menely a cormuption of the “YOD" (with which it should be
replaced), andthat “The mystenous YOD of the Kabalah isthe “image of the Kabalistic
Phallus,™ The “Kabalah" he refers o here i5 a medieval book of the occult, a highly
mystical and magical interpretation of the Bible,* and important sourcebook for
sorcerers and magicians.*

d. THE POINT WITHIN A CIRCLE

The Masons of the Blue Lodge are taught that the Point within a Circle represents
the individual Mason (the Point), contained and restricted by the boundary line of his
duty {the Circle). lts real meaning, however, 1S thal of the phallus, positioned within
ihe lemale generative principle {sex organ) In sexual union, the climactic act of Sun-
god worship *

Dr. Atbert Mackey, already quoted hesein, alsowrites in his classic work “Symbol-
Ism ol Fresmasonry,” page 352, “Phallus, a representation ol the virile member,
which was veneralad 25 a religious symbol .. it was one of the modifications of sun
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worship, and was a symbol of the fecundating power of thal luminary. The Masonic
point within a circle is undoubtedly of phallic origin."

The cosmic meaning of this symbal is that of the Sun, surrounded by the Universe.
on tha following page (353) he writes, “Point within a circle. it is derived from Sun-
worship. and is in reality of phallic origin. In his “Manuai of he Lodge.” page 156
Mackey writes, “The point within  circie is an inferesting and important symbaol in
Freemasonty, but it has been debased in the interpretation ol i in the modern lectures
and the sooner that interpeetation is forgotten by the Masanic student, the belter it will
be. The symbol is really a beautilul but somewhat abstruse allusion to the old Sun-
worship, and introduces us torfor the lirst time to that moditication of it known among
{he ancients as the warship of the phatius.”

e. THE VERTICAL LINES

The two vertical lines touching the sides of the circle are represenited to fhe Blue
Lodge Mason as he Holy Saints John " By this is meant John {he Baplist and John
the Apostie. In reality, the two vertical lines represent the Summes and Winler
Solstices, the shorest and longest nighis of the year, respectively. These nights are.
and have been since antiquity, important periods for pagan worship.

Concerning these two lines, Albert Mackey has writien (“Symbolism !:I Fmpr
sonry.” pape 352), “The lines touching the circle in the symbol of the point within 2
circle are said 1o represent St Jatwn the Baptist and SL John the Evangedist, but they
really refer 1o the solstitial points, Cancer and Capricom, in the Zodiac.”

f. THE BIBLE

TheBibie, only one of the “Thres Great Lights” of Masonry lalpmwilhtneﬁqm
and Compass), is represenied to Blue Lodge Masons as symbolizing truth. In reality,
the Bible may be replaced with the Koran, the Book of the Law, the Hindu scrigtures
or any other “holy book,” depending on the preferences of ihe men in the Lodge. In
most American Lodges, the members are foid that all the Masonic system and iis
rituals are “based on the Bible.” Such, however, is not the case. In Chase's "Digest
ol Masonic Law," pages 207-208, |t ts clearly written that “Masonry has rpﬁim
whalever to do with the Bible,* and that “it is not founded upon the Bible, for if it were
it would not be Masonry, it would be something efse " _

Albert Pike, in writing on tha subject of Masonry’s source-book said, "Masonry is
a search after light. That search leads us directly back, as you see. 10 the Kabalah *
(Moralsand Dogma, page 741). The Kabalah, then, seems o be the actual sourcebook
of Masanry and the Bible merely (as it is spoken of in the ritual) a piece of the
Turniture” of the Lodge
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NOTE: For more information concerning Masonic symbols and their true mean-
ings, see McQuaig, G F., “The Masonic Report,” Answer Books and Tapes, Norcross,
GA 1976, Storms, EM., “Should a Christian Be a Mason?," New Purilan Library,

Flelcher, NC 1980; and Mackey, Albert G., “Symbolism of Freemasonry,” Charles T
Powner Co, Chicago 1975.

Footnotes

""Phallus 2 representation of the virile member (mal sex organ) which was veneraled as
4 religious symbol véry unfversally .. by the ancints. i was one of ihe moditications of Sur-
worship, and wiis @ symbal of the fecundaling (impragniating) powsr of thal fuminary. The
mmm'amﬁmmmdmkm " Mackey, Alber! G, Symibal-
ism of Fropmasoney,” pg. 352)

“Pike, Albert, “Movals and Dogme * pgs. 11, 839, 850, 851

-:FHI. Albert, “Wosals and Dogma " pgs 5, 757, 758, 711, 772

‘Cabala (Kabaiah) is a medieval and modern system of heosaphy, mysticism, and
Maurmatology (magic), “Webster's New Coliagiate Dictionary. * pg 53

:&slu-n. Wade, “The Sorcerer's Handbook, " New York, Philosaphical Library, 1974

“Thesa two divinilies., wére commonly symboilzed by the generative parts of man and
wormian... the Phalis and Cieis (vaging). embilems of generation and production, and which
as such, appedred in the Mysteries. The indian Lingam was he union of both, as weve the Boat
and Mast, and the Poinf within ihe Circle . Pike. Albert, Worais and Dagma " pg 401

|
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(MASONIC
(MORALITY

1. UNDERLYING ATTITUDES AND ASSUMPTIONS

There s, underlying all Masonic thinking and writing, an attitude and spirit of
elitism which says, "Masanry is not for everyone, just for the select lew.” Al the same
time: Masonry feaches it is the only true refigion and that all other refigions are but
cortupted and perveted formes of Masanry. This is both elitistand contradictory, in that
it keaves nio hope for the non-gdite to find the “true religion.” Freemasonry proudly
proclaims it makes good men betier; but this makas no provision for bad men to
become good.

a. NO ROOM IN THE LODGE FOR THE BLIND, CRIPPLED, POOR,

ETC.

It iss significant, | think, that those whom Masonry rejects and excludes are the very
ones Jesus sought out to accept and minisier lo.

The Lodge excludesand rejects theblind, for they cannof see to engage in the signs
and due-quards; i rejects the crippled and maimed, for they cannol assume the body
positions necessary tor the signs and due-guards. The deal are excluded because they
cannot hear the “secret” words, The poor are excluded, for they cannol pay the fees
and dues. The feeble-minded are rejected because they cannot leam and function in
the Lodge, The emotionally il ate rejected because they cannol be trusted with the
"sacrets.” Nogross and women ate excluded simply because they are considered
unsuitable:

Jesus, on the other hand, proctaims thal His gitt of redemption i for “whosoever
will," and that all may “take the water of lile fresly” (Rev. 22:17) Heespecially reached
out to the biind, the crippled. the fesble-minded and mentally ill, the poor and the
unwanted — the very ones Masonry eacludes and rejects
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b. EVEN WITHIN THE LODGE THE ELITE SPIRIT RULES.

Even within Masonry he spirit of elitism, the principle of the Superiorily of Ihe
‘chosenlew,” prevails. Those Blue Lodge Masons who iack the money cannal pursue
the highes degrees and the Shrine. And, even for thase who can afford the higher
degrees and the Shring, there are offices and positions closed to Some who haven't
the weatth, nice home of social position required.

c. IT CAN BE “RIGHT” IN MASONIC MORALITY TO DECEIVE
SINCERE MASONS.

The deadly danger of this elitist attitude ( in any organization or society) is that
whatever the elite leadership dacides is “right” is then right, regardiess of external
morlcossidesations. Asignificant case in pointis the fact that the “ordinary” Masons
af the Biue Lodge are delibarately deceived by the Mz<onic philosophers and writers
of docirire Inio believing they understand the meaning of Masonic symbols and
rituals when they do not.

The masses of “ordinary” (Blue Lodge) Masons who pay the dues and work taith-
fully toy make the entire system possitie are deliberately deceived as to the true nature
of what they are saying and doing. But this defiberate deception becomies “right” in
Masgnic morality, simply because the elite lsadership decides that il is right. For
docymentation of this profound deception, see Appendix B, “"Masonic Symbolism.*

2. SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF MASONIC MORALITY

S0 much of the morality expressed in Masonic teachings, particularly the oaths of
oblkgation. sound good on the surface but do notstand up under casual seruting. Mast
Masons really Delieve they are binding themseives lo moral standards of behavior.
But this.is because they have never really thought about whal they have said. Thejr
basicassumptionthatitisall “good” closes theireyes tothereality, Although volumes
could bewritten concerming (he flawed morality of Masanry, lor lhe purposes of ihis
brief summary a few exampies will suffice. Thefollowing are selected examples of the
moeal standards of Masonry, compared with ihe teachings of the Bible.
a. FORNICATION AND ADULTERY

The Masler Mason swears nol fo “violate the chastity” of the mather, wile, sister
or daughter of another Masier Mason, “knowing her 1o be such,” This may sound
good superficially, but it permits intercourse with anyone else’s mother, wile, sister
or daughier (even Masons of the First and Second Degrees), and permits infercourse
withthose of a Masier Mason as long as one isn't aware of their Masonic retationship.
Il could even permil such illicit intercourse with lemaie relatives ol a Master Mason,
knowingly, if they are not chaste and, therelore, have no chastity to be violated. The
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Bible, on ihe other hand, is very clear concerning the matter. We are ftold o fleetorni-
cation. and are forbidden to commil adubery (Ex. 20-14; Acts 15:20,1Cor 6:18:2tal)

b. CHEATING, WRONGING, DEFRAUDING

The Master Mason swears ot o “cheal, wrong or defraud” another Masier Mason
or a Lodge of Master Masons, *| knowing them to be such.” This may seem |ike lofty
morals (o the casial observer, but it will not bear scrutiny. This promise permils the
chealing, wronging or defrauding of anyone nof a Master Mason, o an grganization
other than a Lodpe of Master Masons, and even they may be chealed, wronged of
defraudad if the Mason doing it dogsn’l realiae who or what they are

The Bibile is |ikewise very clear conceening this class of behavior, stating plainly
that we must nal cheal, wrong of delraud anyone at any lime (Ex. 20:15: Lev. 19:13,
35 Prov. 11:1; Eph. 4.28; etal),

c. LYING AND PERJURING

The Mason swears to keep the secrets of another Mason, protecting him even it 1
requires withholding evidence of acrime. Insome degrees treason and murder ae éx-
cepted: in other, higher degrees, there are no exceptions 10 his promise 10 COver up
thetruth. The obligations, if the Masonic leachings are believed, may require 2 Mason
1o give false testimony, perjure himsell or (in the case of 3 judge) render a false verdict
in order to protect ancther Mason. Again, the Bible is quite clear in teaching thal we
must never ieor bear talse witness, and stales that liars will have their part in the Lake
ol Fire (Ex. 20:16, Prov. 185, 9, Eph. 4:15; Rev. 21:8; et al)

d. HELPING OTHERS

The Master Mason swears to assist widows, orphans and others in need of help.
solongas itis not inconvenient or sacrificial for him to do so("so far as... my abilities
permit without matarial injury to myseli”). He also swears lo go lo the aid of anolher
Master Mason who gives the “Grand Hafling Sign of Distress,” fhatmost extreme call
for help, given only when [ile is threatened. However, he agrees to help that distressed
brother Master Mason only it he can do it without unduly risking his own (ife (*only
ifthere is a greater probability of saving the other's ile than of losing my own”). Given
thie wrong circumstances here, the Master Mason would apparently aliow the other
Master Mason to die, 1o say nothing ol one in peril who is nnInMasbrlu_lm.Tll
most casual student of the Bible and its teachings knows that it teaches us logive i
those in need, whether or not |t is easy, and that we are 1o consider others’ needs,
comitort, lives, atc. more important than our own (Prov. 3.27; Matt. 25:31-46; Joha
15:12, 13; Jas. 215, 16; et al).

NOTE - For amare thorough study of Masonic morality and its faws, see McQuaig.
C.F., “The Masonic Report,” Answer Books and Tapes, Norcross, GA, 1976




THE LEGEND OF
DIRAM ABIEE

(The E"GYD’CIAN CONNECTION)

The heart of Freemasoney is the Blue Lodge with its three degrees. The climactic
degrea (and the final one for most Masons) in the Blue Lodge is fhe Third, or Master
Mason Degree. The heart of the Master Mason Degree, the thing that gives it both
meaning and substance, is withoul any doubl the reenactment of the Legend of Hiram
ADIfL. It is this central figure in the legend, this Hiram “The Widow's Son,” the “Tyrian
Architect.” this “First Grand Masler™ who is impersonated by every man wha is
initialed &5 a Master Mason, 1l is Hiram who is at the very neart of the foundation of
all of Masonry. His true identity and nalure become, then, mafiers of extreme
significance. Just who — and what — was this man, Hiram Abili?

1.THE MASONIC TRADITION

According o the Masonic legend, Hiram Abiff was a man of Tyre, the son of a
widow, and the chief architect of the Temple bullt by King Solomon. He was ihe cesiral
characler inthe bullding of the Tempie and one of three leading characiers along with
King Solomon and Hiram, King of Tyre. Hiram Abifl, Masonry fzaches, was the only
oneon Earth who knew the “secrets ol aMaster Mason,” including the most important
secret of all, the "Grand Masonic Word,” the name of God (the "Ineftable name').
Since, in occult lore, knowing the name of a spirit is @ key 1o having ils power, there
was very great power in knowing this word. Knowing the other “secrets of a Master
Mason” would enable the masons/workmen working on the Temple project to goout
on their own, working as Master Masons and earning "Master Mason's wages.”

This Hiram had promised to reveal the “secrets of a Master Mason,” including the
name of God  “Grand Masonic Word"), upon completion of the Temple, and fo make
the workmen Master Masons, able then 1o go out on their own s masters (they were,
a5 e, only "fellowcralt” Masons). One day Hiram wenl, as was his custom, into the
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unfinished Holy of Holiesat noon ("High Twelve™) to worship and to draw up the work
plans (on his “restieboard™) for the workmen 1o follow the nexd day. The workmen
were outside the Temple for their lunch break (*...the craft were called Irom labor 10
relrestiment, "),

As Hiram was leaving the Temple he was accosted by three “ruffians,” in succes-
sion, who demanded that they be given the secrets immedsately (withoul wailing lor
the Tempie to be completed). He was handled roughly by the first ruffian (Jubela), but
escaped, Accosted and handied roughly by the second ruffian (Jubelo), he again
refused 1o divulge the Secrets and again escaped. The third ruffian (Jubelum) then
accosted him and, when Hiram again refused o divulge the secrats, killed him with
2 biow tothe forehead witha setfing maul. The body was hastily concaaled under some
rubbish in the Temple until mhhﬂ{'hmﬂ&'}ﬂndmn&mmﬂmlmm
ol a hill and buried. The grave was marked by a branch of Acacia (an evergreen iree
common in the Middle East), and the thres rufians attempted to escape the country
Denled passage on a ship out ol the country, they relreated into the hills 1o hide.
Meanwhile, back at the Temple, it was noticed lhat Hiram was missing and King
Soiomon was notified. Solomon immediately ordered a search in and about the
Templewith no Success. At this point 12 Tellowcrafts” reported 1o the King that they
and three others (the thees “rulfians™) had conspired to extort the secrets of Hiram Abill
but they had repented and refused to go through with fhe murderous plan. They
mportmmummmummmmmmmmmmmmm
King Solomon then sent them out in groups of three to search in all directions.

Alter questioning the sea caplain who had refused fhe murderers passage, three of
the searchers then lollowed the murderers’ path and discovered the orave with its
Acacia at the head. Digging down and recognizing the body, they reported back 1o
Salomon. Solamon sent them back to locate the grave, positively identify the body as
Hiram and o atlempt Lo ralse @ from the grave with the grip of an Entered Apprentice.
They relocaled the grave but were unabie 1o raise the body because decompasition
had caused the flesh to leave the bone.

Regorting backto Solomon, they weretoldto refurn o the grave and attemipt to raise
the body with the grip ol a Fellowcralt. When this failed because the skin slipped away,
they reported back to Solomon who, himself, wen to the grave and raised the body
upwith the grip of a Master Mason, the “Strang Grig o & Lions Paw.” Hiram was nol
only brought up out of the grave, bt restored 1o |ife. The first word he spoke was the
reptacement for the “Grand Masonic Word" lost at his death and hat word is ihe one
passed down to Master Masons o this day." This, then, is the Masonic legend ol
Hiram Abiff, and most Blue Lodge Masons bedieve that it is a factual, scriptural and
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historical account. It is generally befieved, in spite of the tact that the Masonic
authorities and writers ol docirine agree that it is not only a myth, unsupported by
facts, but acknowledge that It is but a retetiing of the legend of Isis and Osiris.

2.THE BIBLE RECORD

Does the Bible record such a person as Hiram Abilf? Definitely not. although part
ol his identity (s taken Irom the Bible. The Scriplures record two men named Hiram
cancerning the building of the Temple by King Solomon; one is Hiram, King of Tyre,
who was supportive ol Solomon and who provided materals and workmen for the
project. The other Hiram, called “a widow's son of the Iribe of Naphtall " was a worker
in brass, not the architect of the enlire Temple. He made the brass pillars, the brass
sea with its 12 cxeen lo support If, 10 bases of brass with brass bowls, and all the brass
lavers, shovels and basins. The Scriplures record that this Hiram, the widow's son,
completed all the work that he had come to do on the Temple, Presumably, he then
retumed 1o his home in Tyre, sallz and sound (there is no indication in the Bible of
anything to the contrary) * Concerning Ihe Masonic claim thal Hiram, the witlow's
son, was chiel architect of the Temple, the Bible is clear in establishing that he was
no such thing. The Bible reveals thal God, Himsed!, was the designer and architect of
the Temple, that He gave the plans in minule detail fo David and that David gave them
1o Solomon, * along with most of the materials. To claim that anyone but God was he
Chied Architect of the Temple is unlounded and, | believe, blasphemous.

It is the consensus of opinion among Masonic authorities, philosophers and
wrilers ol docirine (hat the legend of Hiram Abiff is merely the Masonic version of a
much oldes legend, that of Isis and Osiris, basis of the Egyptian Mysteries. The
following is a brief summary of thal legend, and a comparison with the Masonic
lagend of Hiram Abifl. This comparison is supported, beyond doubt, by the conch-
sions of ihe Masonic autharities.

a. THE LEGEND OF ISIS AND OSIRIS

Osiris, both King of the Egyplians and their god, wenl on a journey to bless
neighboring nations with his knowledge of arts and sciences. His jealous brother,
Typhon (god of Winter) conspired fo murder him, steal his kingdom and did so. Isis,
sister and wile of Orsiris and his queen (as well as Egypt’'s Moon- goddess) set oul on
a search for the body, making inguiries of ail she mat

After certain adventures, she found the body with an Acacia tree al the head of the
colfin. Returning home, she secretly buried the body, infending to give it a proper
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burial s 500n as arrangements wese made. Typhon, by treachery, stole the body, cut
it up into 14 preces and hud them in as many places: isis then made 2 second search
and located al the pieces but one; the one missing and lost part was the phallus,
She made a substitute phallus, consecrated it, and |t bacame a sacred substitute,
an object of worship
This, inextremely abbreviated form, is the Egyplian legend of Isis and Osiris. 1t is,
without doubt. the basis for the Masonic legend of Hiram Abift. Tosupport this “Egyp-
lianconnection,” lef's consider two things: a brief comparison of key elements inboth
stories and the conclusions of 2 Masanic auforities in Masonic source-writings
b. A BRIEF COMPARISON OF THE LEGENDS OF HIRAM ABIFF
AND OSIRIS
The fundamental simitarily belween the two siories may be ssen in many fespects;
the laliowing are some of the most emporiant:
(1) Boim men wenf i foreign fands fo shave their knowledge of arts ang scianpes
{2} Im baify legenids there is 2 preciows thing passessed” Hiram has the seceel word Osiris
has the kingdom
(3} In ol legends fhate is 2 wicked conspiracy By il man to seie the precious thing
{4} In both legends there is 3 shuggée and @ murdey of the Wintuos feadsr
mmmfmumwmm (Clsaits Ly Typivon; Hiam by Jubsium, iis brodher
(6) Bom bodies are buried hassly, with the misntion of 2 laler, deliberate burial
{7) Localions of the bodies are both marked by Acacia af the head
(8) in both legends tiere are wo separalte searches for the bodies.
(%) In bath legends there is 4 loss of something précioas: in Hiram's deaths the secret word
15t i Oisiels” ety e phalls 15 fost
(10) i both tare is a substiution for the pracious thing that has been lost: concerning
Hirarm i is e subsfituti for e secret word: conceming Osiris i is the substitule phaflus,
madk by Isis

c. CONCLUSIONS OF THE MASONIC AUTHORITIES
Alew statements from the mst authoritative Masonic writers will sufficeto express
Ihe doctrinal consensus:

(1) "The fegend and tradiions of Hiram Abif fovm ihe consummeanion of the conneeting link
between Freemasonry and e Ancient Mysteries. " (Pierson, “Traditions of Fraem-
sony, " page 155)

() "W readily racognize in Hicam ABIY the Osiris of the Egyptians .. " (Pierson, page 290)

£3) "Osiris and the Tyvian Archilee! (Hicam Abiff) are one and the same * (Sickles. Danie!
Freemason’s Guide, " page 236

{4 Wmdrﬂe:ﬂe%ﬂ%%ﬂbﬁﬁm%h@dﬂh
Tyvian Artist (Hiram Abif).. should be studiad 25 2 myth and nof as 2 Bct . oulside of




Sppendioes

Masonic tradifion there (s no prool thal in event Such as & related in conmachion et the
“Termple Builder™ ever ranspired and, besides, ffhe carsmany /s older by marg Man a
fhousand years than the age of Solomaon . 1 s horoughly Egyptian ™ (Sickies, Daniel,
“The Afvimay Rezon. " page 195)

m#fmmummmsmwfmmmﬁmmrmsm
Rite (highest degree) of the Isianic Mysteries (Mystery religion of Isis and Osiris).”
{Mackey Albert, “Lexicon of Fréamasonry. " page 195)

Thus. it seems clear, the Hiram Abill of Freemasonry is not an historical characler
and certainly not a biblical one. Rather, he actually represents Osuris, the Egyptian
Sun-god: andhe reenactment of the Legend ol Hiram Abifl is actually the reenaciment
of the legend of Isis and Osirs.

Thus, mach sincere man who is initiated into the Third (Master Masan)
Degree of Masornry impersonates Osiris, the Sun-god of Egypt. and enters inta his life
of good deeds. his death, his burial and is “raised” in his resurrection from the cead.
Wik this undersload, it is then easy to understand the stalement in Ihe Kentucky
Manilor (handbook for il Blue Lodge Masonry in the Grand Lodge of Kentucky) thal.
while the Christian's Messiah is called Jesus, the Mason's Messiah is cailed Hiram
(Kentucky Monitor, “The Spiril of Masanry,” wv).
Footnotes

" it puzzies me thist norone has questionad the necessity for a “substitute” for fhe lost Grand
Mizsanic Word If i wis lotal the death of Hiram because only he knaw it ihenwfly, mhanHiram
wars s sedt back fo e, dide ! Sofomon justask i whal the real, original onewas 7 All Selomon
maegied o cio wizs fp sdy somelfing Nie, “Hiram. .. pralse ihe Lord thal you are no longer dead?
Now, what wis thal word all s fuss has been aboul?

[ Kings 71347
' Chron, 17.1-15. 22.11-29.9 (aspecially 26.19)

As the Masonic candidate comes into the Lodge for the first time he is told that he
will bz brought o the fight. Then he Is told thal he has made 2 beginning loward the
light but has not yet arrived. In the Second Degree light & again sought but not quite
attained. He receives “additional light” but, again, it is only partial hultillment. Thes,
in the Third (Master Mason) Degree, he is supposedly brought 1o final fulliliment.
Again, he only recelves “more light " Even in this climactic degree of the Master
Mason where he goes through the death, burial and resurrection of Oswis the Sun-
god, hels not lully enfighlened. He has been given more leaching aboul the mysteties
and their symbols, relating to the meaning of Iite, death and eternity, The "true light”
of understanding and intellectual rebirth is still beyond his grasp... it is still up there
somewhase. higher up the mountain and larther out ahead.

Then he is led to believe thal the light — the real enlightenment — is 1o be found
inthe “higher degrees * Ineach one of these degress beyondthe Blue L odge the seeker
expects to finally reach and obtain the light. However, . |ike ie carrot on the Shck,
always out belore the reluctan! donkey lo draw him onward, it remains, each time,
beyond his reach. *Nead fime you'll reach it " the system infers each time; bul the lignt
still remains oul of reach. Each time, in every higher degree, Ihe seeking candidale
doesn’t quite get there. But there is atways the next degres. “Suiely," the candidale
teasons, *.. surely | will raach the lightn the next degree.” But he s disappointed each
fime.

Then comes the final degres, thal terminal earned degree, the 32nd Degree. This
is the top of the mountain, final fultiliment! Fromithe very fop of ihe Masonic Mouniain
one can surely 22 all things clearly. Al the lop of the mauntain there should be pure
alr, full light and nathing hid! It has been a long and expensive climb, one hat nal
everyone makes. Al leas! the Tight will be reached fhere ! Alter all Ihat is the ultimate
goal — {he end of the line — and you cant go any higher than the top!
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Alas, it Isnot lobe. The candidate receiving the 32nd Degree is loid that he has still
not reached the light, He |5 told that he has, Indeed, reached the top of the mountaln,
but that the mountaintop is covered with clouds and mists. The fight is still
obscured, still "out there somewhera” beyond him.

*Sorry, brother,” the candidate ts told In effect, “you will just have to press on and
find the fight for yourself * Here at the pinnacle of the gamed degrees of Fresmasanry
the candidale is given his linal leaching, the very lasl revelation In his auest lor the
light, Here is thal lecture, verbatim, exactly as it Is given lothe candidales, justas Jim
Shaw gave it 50 many fimes. Laf's allow if io speak for itsell

THE LECTURE OF THE 32ND DEGREE

“Youarehereto learn, If you can leam, and to remember what you have been taught
In the Scottish Rite you will be taugh! that our ancient ancestors who knew il the
Mysteries |=ft enough traces 5o that we today with difigent tabor and teaching miay
renew them and bring them to light for your enlightenment. We now come o the great
symbol of Pythagoras. Our symbois have descended o us Iram the Aryans, and many
were invented by Pythagoras, who studied in Egyptand Babylon. In ordes o presarve
the great truths leasned from the profane, there were invenled some ol our symbols
that represent the profoundest of trulhs descended 1o us fram olr white ancestars
Marry have been lost, lost as was the true worr at the death of our Grand Master Hiram
Abitt

“Theancient Masters invented some of these symbols to xpress the resull of deity.
They did nol attempt 1o name him, but rather tried fo express teir reverence by
odescribing him as Ahura-Mazda, spirit of light. They conceived the idea thal Ahura
had seven polencies or emanations, lour of these they thought of as Male and three
Female The four male potencies of Ahura by which he governed the universe were:
the divine might, the divine wisdom; the divine word, and the divine sovereignty. The
three female potencies were: productiveness: health, and vitality.

“Look to the East, my brothers .and behold the seven-pointed star, the great
symbol of this degree, with the seven colors of the rainbow. The seven colars and
seven points represent the saven polencies of Ahura,

“Observe now the greal Delta of Pythagoras consisting of 36 lighis aranged in
eight rows (o form an equilateral triangle. The lightat 1he apax of the Delta represents
Ahura-Mazda, source of all light. This represenis the seven remaining polencies of
Ahura.

“Theright angie triangle of three lights around the altar represents the Bmous 471
proposition of Euclid, orthe Pythagorian theorum, which isused to conoeal and reveal
philosophical fruths. The real significance of the cross is thal of Ahura and his four
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malg emanations, emanating from him. The lour animals of the prophet Ezekiel
represent these same four male emanations: Man, the dwine word. the Eagle, divine
wisdom: the Bull, divine might, and the Lion, divine sovereignty

“Every equilateral Iriangle 15 a symbol ol trinity, as are all groups of three in the
Lodge. as the Sun, the Moon. and the Worshiplul Master, in the sacred and myslic
symial AUM of the Hindus, whose origin and meaning no one here knows, the great
Irinity of the Aryans was symbaolized by the Adepls. Among the Hindus il symbolized
the supreme god of gods. The Brahmins, because of its awlul and sacred meaning,
hesitated to pronounce it aloud, andwhen doing so placedahand in front of themouth
|odeaden the sound. This triliteral name for pod is compesed of three Sanscrit ketlers.
The first letfer A stands for the creator (Brahma); the second lefter U for (Vishnu) the
preserver, the third letter M tor (Seva) the destroyer. AUM it is, meftable, nol because
|1 cannel be pronounced, bul because I is prongunced A-A-A-L-U-L-M-M-M. All
these things which you can leam by study, concentration, and contempiation, have
gome down to us from our ancient ancestors through Zaranthusira and Pylhagorss.

“You have reached the mountain peak of Masonic insiruclion, 2 peak covered by
amist, which YOU in search or lurther lght can penetrate anly by your own efforts.
MNow we hope you wil study diligently the lessans of all our degrees so that there will
be nurlured within you a consuming desire 1o plerce the pure white light of Masonic
wisdom. And belore we let you go, let me give youa hint and that is all that the greatest
Mystics sver give. The hint is in the Royal Secret, it is there that you may feam fo find
lhat light. Yes, brothers, the hint Is in the Royal Secrel. The lrue werd-Man, born of
d double nature (of what we call Good and whal we call Evil; spinitual and earthly,
mortal and immortal) finds the purpose of his being ONLY WHEN THESE TWO
NATURES ARE IN PERFECT HARMONY.

“Harmany, my tretheren, Harmony, is the frue word and the Royal Secret which
makes possible the empire of trug Masonic Brotherhood!”

AND THAT'SIT!

Well, there it is This absurd, disarticulated mixture of silly contradiction, pagan
blasphemy and unlullllled promise is all they oal. They are now "Princes of the Royal
Secrel,” and anent even sure what the secret is! However, the most significant thing
about itis, | believe, that the mountaintop they have finallyreached i "a peak covered
with mist” which Ihey can penelrate only by their own efforis.

Here they are at the linal destination, ihe 32nd Degree, and they find out that if isn
the final destination! Infact, they learn ihaf not only must they piess onand reach ine
linal destination on heir own, (hey don't even know whal thal destination k! After
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spending all Ihis money 2nd effort to reach “the Light " they are told they slifl are not
there, that they must search tarther and find it on their own And they still don really
know what it is!

And these victimized men, “ever earning. and never able to come to the knowledge
Of the truth,” don't even realize that they are victims. How very sad

A PRAYER FOR FREEDOM

The effects of invalvement in such things as Freemasonry (and its afliflates such
as Ebmma',r Rainbow Girls and Eastern Star) can eling fo Lg— even to fhe sincere
Ehr_ulﬂn — hindesing, limiting and blinding. The seeds of spiritual contusion,
having been Sown, can put roots down deeply into Our lives, bringing ongoing
trouble. The resulting problems may be obviaus and dramatic: of they may be so
sublie as o be hardly noticed

Whatever the siluation, having once been exposed to Ihis pagan poison with its
Sugar coating of “goodness,” the remedy Is the same: “Whosoever shall eall on the
name ol ihe Lord shall be deliversd™ (Joel 2.32).

God will never override out willsand foroe us o hefree. He waits, more than willing,
10 iberaie us when we ask Him. It seems true that if we don’t ask. we will go on
indefinitely. carrying Lhe doubts, lears and other prablems thal enlered our ks
through the open door of Masanic invalvemen!, God grieves, and we suller; yel the
problems remain until we ask Him fo free us

Sowhy nol ask? Even if you're not sure you need to, what is there lo lose? Just tell
the Lord, oul loud, thal you renouce all Involvemant in Masonry, its branches and all
other pagan , occult things, and ask Him to deliver you from all its effects and make
?rmuuly. fully-and freely His child by taith in Christ Jesus I you mean it He will do
il — not because you deserve i, but because you need it God is not leqalistic; He is
infinilely gracious. You have only to ask, and mean it: He will do the rest

Il you would like a model prayer to foliow, just pray this prayer

Heavenly Father, F'want fruly fo be your child, and | want fo be complelely free |
MMMMMIMMWMHMBMWMWFWQW
need of e new birth and freedom He alone can give | wanl this. | renounios
Freemasonry and afl s affiliated groups, forms and activities, with all the paganism
mqw!wmmmmmammmmrmem—
rectly ar come info my life through my family. | renounce it 8l fure from it and ask
you to forgive me, Iree and deliver me from all ifs consequences I ask you to fill me
completely with your Holy Spirit and lead me in the way | should go, | count ihis dane.
and thank you for ft. in the mighty name of Jesus Christ my Locd, Amen
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